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(And no, I still haven't canousrod the
of the missing question marks, so the
punctuation is
with med)

This time I havz quite & mixad
including the ususl lenntihy let
Loading of f is 2 coluins Trom
appearac on the fan ear
sounds very interestinge. Graq
introduces a siinhily differcn
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different viewpoint.
Stevart's article (reprintod from his

soewat
Ales

perzine) is just the sort of personal
intrespection I'd liks to son more of; he
reports that his life has improved sirce he
yrota tha item.

Eric Lindsay wanderss in edein o frivelous
item, just For & chenge of nece, and I catoh up
on reacently-oublishzd Austrelian sclance

fiction and fantesy.

It's & more sf-oriecntcd issue thon usual,
betwzen my book reviows end the longthy
lettercol oiscu

«

ssion on hooiks any weiting.
usual, though, L've hao to seuarely odit
letters T recoivid. T cut out alinush @

most retercnocos to discussions well past, not
because the lotters weren®t interesting, Dt
bocausc I had toc drow the iing somcwhorce. How
wish I had the time, cnercy and money to ol
out 100~-pagz zines likc farty & Rubblie Cantor
doe

:
- {0

Speaking of the Cantors runinds mo toe
remind you to usts for DUFF or GUFF (or both).

The GUFF {Zucone-to-fustralia) cendidutes
havon'™t been annainced {(I'm Lyning thic on 3
November ), but I suspuct thay'll L as herd to

choosc hotuzen as tho DIFF 1ish. tou I ouish v
ceuld afford to vote for ALl of tho above's

-

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 20

nroblan

it odd in nDlaces. Flease boar

-

L

However, one nust meke a cheice, and I'm
going to tell you mine - in detail, Ezcausc tie
voting is by tne Australicn system, you can
list your preferences by nuniber, rather than
voting for only cne. So here cre my choices,
anc thu reasohs.

SIS R RSN AN K

3 W
# Il recomnendatianz for DUFF votine #
*  (romember, it's the Australian prefer— *
* ential system) arz as followss

#* #*
¥ 1 Jond Stopa (well-knoun in {he midunsts *#
% I nominated her) *
¥ 2 farty & Robbie Cantor (produce a great ®
* fanzins; plty about the swaldng) *
# 2 rich brown {don’t know hir but Eric ®
* says he used te do a fine fonzine #
%4 ilike Glicksohn (he's besn here before; *
* cthenuiss he'd rank higher) *
3t %

3L S RIS 030 0 S SR AR L R R R H R

Oallcts are availablc froms

Jack tierman, Dox 272 Uentworth Building, uni
of Sydney, NSW 2005, fustralia

Jerry Kaufman, 432C Uinclou Place M, Seattle
A 96103, LGA

: for voting is 20 Februavy TS,
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wast night I was expdeining to my friend
Laurin, "Love is a fabrication of White Anglo-
Saxor culivre of the current generation.

"Nemember FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, where the
Jawish father cannot understand the Love
obsessions of his children."

"Is that why there is so much hatred and
violence in families and society. I've always
wondered about that,®

“Lave in this society is a religion which
is replacing Christianity. Anglos have made it
their god. Remember Maslow's hierarchy of
needs. Love-addicts are stuck at the third
level: The need to beleng. They are searching
for an institution to replace the decay of the
extended family."

I made it clear to her tha®t thesz ideas arc
not my own. She doesn't like my lecturing, so I
didn’t tell her that communists think that Love
is a capitalist plot; an opiate of the masses.

Clarifying thesc ideas to her helped me to
understand many thinngs about my own upbringing.
I used to be puzzled about the “groun-ups" uho
were obsessed with Love Songs and Homance. Dut
the groun-ups 1 saw had Lovae-type relationshins
filled with hatred and pain.

For example, there arc my own mother and
father, trying so painfully to reach the mass
media ideals of Love. fly sistors and I
eventually reached that young adult stage of
sndependent goal scttings "Do I want to be e
clone of my parents. No, I don't want to be a
clongti That is too unhapppy.”

Uhat led Laurie and I to discussing love
was having just scen the play CATHDLIC SCHANL
GIRLS. I wantod to sce it because most of my
old lovers were brought up in Catholic schools.

The play mado me cry. Catholics have so
little approciation of being Human. Catholics
feel that they have failed es Jeosus-clones or
Sacred-fary-clones.
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(ON LOVE, HCHWOCULTURALISI,
AN SCAPEGQATS)

by Treg See-fee

Now I understand why the Humanist and
Raticnalist Societies are so full of angry,
cynical anti-Christians. Wy the Catholic women
and T have shared a furtive obsession with sex,
yet we aren't really interested in it, for our-
self. Ond that's why the Irish are so Ystupid™
and self-destructive -~ so much self-loathing,
that life becomes an endless migraine. Finally
so many odd details started to make sense.

The play CATHOLIC SCHOGL GIRLS has for the
moment put me rignt off Catholics and
ex-Catholics. They resemble too much the
client~-type that I handle in my role of
Wtelephone counsellor”. Catholics are therapy
cases -- of sharing their private hell.
Germeine Greer and many others were Catholics.
Flost of the KEMNJA "personal growth®
organization in Sydney is Catholice

But the people with whom I live at the
moment are not Catholic. They are all Anglo-
Protestant, and T have difficulty in
understanding them.

Underlying my life is a deep suspicion of
things Yhuman, It is Human to kill on a grand,
purposeless scale (Ywar”). It is Humen to use
hardware/firmuware/software to torture and not
kill people. Those people are our soldiers, med
people and psychoactive-drug-depencdent people.

R.D. Laing, good Anglo that he is,
describes well the Anglo perfection of having
clashing Verbals and non-Yerbals. At those
times I am glad that I am not mono-ethno-
centric. (I just coined the word, right now.)

Other than mysslf, the house in which 1
live is mone-ethnocentric. A well travelled
friend said it is very Anglo. You do not
=olf-disclose, particularly non-verbally and
emotionally. ®Tight-lipped and tight-arsed” -
that's what black pzople and some gay poople
might say.




Annlos are strange and interesting
creaturas, Comnon to otber humans, thay too
have taboos. Their defirition of "intimcte?
used tou cover death, religion, personal
hyciene, social politics, emctionel
interpersunal politics... Slovly influenczs of
other cultures are cheanning them. Flodern music
is broadening theilr reservoire of itincesthetic

9)(."1‘85&) 100N,

movenents and self-expression. Thelr currant
fashion trong - multi-culturalism - will have &

pernanent therapeutic effect on these
imperizlistic conguarors.

The Anclo approach to intersersonal
problems is te avold discussing thew. Ynstead,
thay bury the discussion by turning it on theis
psyche (wood for the malers of amti-ce

prassunts
and oth"r rhemicals) vr plotting politi

cally in

the "mosons” end dinner circles. Direct verbal
conirontation is a new technicgue to thoie They

use it oniiv when
such as "thera=y"; enccuntar groups and other
emotive, non-verbal activitiss,

The point T want to make abovt meonocol-
tures, is that they are like a farmer’s monc-
cultural crop. If any disaster strikess, thore
are a limitec number of ways to handle the
situ- ation and you lose the wihole crope in
contrast, ailoe
qreater adaptation to the nesds of interfaciig

thay attend a Jewish invention

a hetercosneous culture

In my monocultural housshold, the other
male is learning an Aslian mertial art in lieu
of the usual cun-teting interest of other meles
who have lived herz. Ancther learning
samething derived {rom Jezz Bsllet. However, my
nousemates reflect the monocultural biases of
Australia. When facod with ceal or imagined
traimas, their coping mechanisms are traditon-
aily Anglo. T kinow of other waye of coping, but
morocultural Australie is

conscinusly or
unconsciously ] i will not accept
other mathods of

DATSON

xencphoblic, an
coping.
One other thing we discussoe: sc
Immediately my Introspect mecde suit
Do I scanegoat the Anglo Protestant and t©
Anglo Latholic
Part of my neritage is the scapegoat
foreigners as “dirty, primitive, and
imoractical.” And scapeocating vomen as
impractical and good for housewnik.”
Scapecoats are essential te nre-rational;
relatively igno rant pecple. Thesz neople
few other conceptu 1¢/emotlonal tools for
tealing with tho neins and amvieties of life.
Fou peanle are awarc of how culiurally
vetermined they ars. It is very hard; nerhaps
impossible, to find any evidenc¢ ta suppori the
hyaothesiz of "free will™. Ue are ell creations
of nrevious cultures. And we are
all taught to scanegoat.

ing of

Tsilly,

have

to the outside world, in nrcparatinn o’ tia and dinasaurs
wider diversity that exists outsidn of the
culture.

(”~Nﬂ“v fabbit! Have vou qane crazy?

lm

behaving like

of

Then uby are you

caurae not The
’ Rabbitfs
{ Progress
}
by Lyn
McConchie

You've henrd of
the mad March Hare?

But there are'ny
any here,anyusy
you're nat a

“are.

I koow,1’m Filling an

ecological niche!
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(Reprinted from Alex's Restaurant 1, April
1584)

Fate, as I'm sure you've discovered by now, is
perverse. Finally, after yesrs of thrasihing
around and getting nouhere, cverything scems to
be falline neatly into place for me. At tihe
moment, true, it fesls as thouch my lifc's
being fed through the Kerwood, but there's a
strong possibility of coming aut of it further
ahead of the game than I'd ever bave thought
possiblie & couple of months spu. So uhy, nou,
do T find myself with vague, momentary feclings
of dissatisfaction, so fleeting it's clmost
impossible to pin them doun and identify what
seems to be missing from my life The whole
thing's so nebulous Ifve only heen able to
approach 1t by trving to defime what it isn't,
and hoping to Tind somathing left in the
residue.

To start with the obvious, and disappoint
all tihe amateur Freudians, it's not sexual
frustration. I can vaguely remember that Yroum
early acolescence, hbut these days sex simply
isn't that importart to ms. I'm not sleeping
with anyona at the moment, true, but I don't
feel I'm being deprivad of enything much.
Casual sex doesn't really interast me, and I
don’t feel close enouch to anyone I know at the
moment to want to make love to tham.

Triat doesn't mean I don't find ssx
enjovable, of course, but paradoxically, T find
the pleasure I get from slezping with a woman
is almost completely non-saxuel. The nearcet I
can ot to explaining it is the sensetion of
watching somzonc you cere for very deeply
unwrapping a carcfully-selected Christmas
proesents the joy for me lizs in the gluing, the
sharing, which probably =xuplains why I find
casual sex less satisfying -- givirg only
matters when you cere aovout the rocipient.

It scems to mean a Lot more to womsn,
though, both physically and emotionally, which
makes it very hard for me to rofuse if onc of
them takes the initiative. It can be 2 night-
mare for someone as naturally lactless as I an
to try and find a way of szying no without
hurting her feclings, and being lazy by nature,
I'm slways inclinzd to take the path of least
resistance in any case. I do have a set of
guidelines T try and stick to though, and tho
one I'm usuvally ademont abcut is never slesp-
ing with friands. I know from experience that
once I've slept with someonn an a cosual basis
it's almost impossible to step back acress the
border inte simple uncompliceted friendship.

by Alex Stewart

It might be different, I suppose, if both
of us felt the friendship wos developing intoc
sorething deeper, but that doesn't seen to be
happening with any of wmy female friends at the
moment. And, to be bonest, I not sure how Itd
react if it did. Since I'm naturally shy and
undemonstirative, I find it alinost imposszible to
open up emotionally to anycne, andg I find
affection almost impossiblz to express; so
terrifiod of being hurt, rejected, shouing my
vulnarability, that I higc away bebind a self-
erected wall of flinpancy and over-assertive
self-conficence. I shy away from emotional
cormitments of any kind, and the harder I try
to break down the arriers I've buwilt up ower
the years, th= stronger they sescn to bocons.

Friendship, on the other hand; is extromely
important to me. Sitting at home all day; liv-
ing insida my own head so much, I desperately
nzect to get out in the svenings. Soorts, pubs,
pactias and cons, simply mseting and talking to
paople, is an esgential anchor for mep alwost a
reaffirmation of my own identity. t.iving alone
cnly intensifies the turninn-in on myself, so
much I can filnc mysolf thinking aloud without
sven realising it. GQuitc an embarrassing habit
if it happens in the stzeet,

I fewl very ambivalent about living alome.
I relish the freedom it gives me, being ablo to
oo away at a momont's notice, come in at all
hours, lzave thz wvashirg-up to fester If I
can't faco doing it. But I'm used to being part
of a vary close family. I don'i really miss
having other pecplo around per ses they make
noise while I'm trying to wark, thoy “tidy” my
papers so I can nevor find anything, and they
grate on my nerves in s million subtls ways.
that T do miss, even arttor wore than four
years, is the scnse of comsarionsnisp, the
presence of someone wile cares about mo, knous
my moods, and who I care about in turn. It's no
fun cocking Tor ong, and cooking every single
meal, and I need someone te kick me into
gotting the Hoovar out moro than once a month.

And that; T sunpose, is the nysterious
missing factor. I never thought 7'd be oble to
pin it down so precisely whon I startod this. I
need companionship. Mot just fricnds, net
necessarily & lover -- just somcone to share my
life with, and feol for, and carn about.

And that's the hardust admission I'voe cwer
had to mako. Maybs I can kick 2 couple of the
bricks away af'tor all. HWish me lucks

((The very beg of luckto you.-JHW))
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F whole vista of terminciogical incxactitiides
ang semantic confusions exist toc misdescribe
those couples in bedlock, if not exactly in
wedlock, When JSan pegan to turn wn at ny |
on a reoular basis,
to consider th1~ matisr sericuslve

Yy thesaurus listed "union™, which reminded
me inescapably both of union suits, and also of
a rabble of workers. The altornative,
Yeonabitetion®™, sounded far toe formal a stat

o
Q
S}
o)
3

such as svary
or

E-'o

MNeither assovciatien uas precisely to my liking.
"artner” is a possibility, housver sxcept

in the old Uest, with thelir pardmzrs, thern is

the suogestion of businesc
businegss, In & commsrclal senst.
An even crocter problen
on(nic partnaT. ”ﬁistross“ ir 0Lt ¥
Ble nroblems with
women’ leprbt1on‘st°, and leavse the woman
with no equ1valant name for ner male frisnd -
unless the happy neir hecnen o be snthusicstic

"readers of YGor® porn, in whigh case I supposo

Tmaster” would bo suitaiic.
TLaver” is not strictly accurate, since

pacpla don't have to live tonether to bz
lovers, Rt least, Romeo andg Juliet mznacod
without. "Live in girl friend” way Lo scourate,
denending on the age of the Frisng, and can be
reversed to "live in boy fricnd™, but is wore
than a little unwicldy. forwover, it is agelst;
2 I live in dresc of scac Gray Zanther
hobtiling inte action if I use the term.

I suppose “oirl fr ﬁnd“ is at least
slichtly botter than “enousz equivalent®,
tonds to bz misnronounced Mlouse™s ox Mohmimbar
mate’. which aluays rominds we of chamier Lotsw

In almost any courntry othor Than Ausitrali

fmate” would have poseibpilitiss. re it is
applizd to soyone cith ubom one is sufficiactly
familiar to acknoulodge v thay pasz by on
the skreet, oven if you can'l recell thedir

s
(15
v

which

namnz, Well, conmsidering the way sex is
trivialiscG, I suppose sven that decsn't placo
it out of contention. The gruetest CifTiculiy

will be with nautical (but nice) tynes, who
will hevs sccond niatss, and S0 on.
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by “ric Lindsay

If you were thinking of merriage you could
use ”hus“g uhich is a nuwbuno ui hout the hand,

bt where dors thab lgave the wifs I cartainly
don't be liv va Mwssy” would be acceptable, bt
at least it is betier than Ysin in law®,
Thete are z2iso a sci of underlying
$

SsuprLCWs ebout cne's ar, vhatever, being of
the oppesite sex, dlihour1 homosexual marriaces
are nc longer a total scandal. Bub what of the
oroup marrispc Does no one hove a tern for
nare than a loving coupls:

Ther: thers are the jD es about fidelity
within marrians, or disasters in atta¢ri w that
state. barriane is like a lotteryg except there
are no prizes, Merriage is o tournisuet: it
stops the circulatior:.

fiost penple are scelking romanca, not a
comedy of LCros. Too much is made of the szitcen
vieu, partnarships ags sluepstick, or
partnerships as a response Lo enorinous need.
Wrong: you can alueys Tind somecne to love you,
aven if vou have to do it yourself.

fany fans use the term “significant other
This was totelly spoiled Yor me by an exchange
in & computer macazing, in uhich one person
callad another his “significant peripheral”. ile
vas proaptly taken Lo task by the editors You

.11

mean 'significant co-processor’,” he said.
*19ignificant peripheral’ is an entirely
diffn snt piece of cyuipmont, and has the same

nams as my first computer (a Yang).”

{{Editor's note: £ric omits one serious
candidate, probably because he couldn's think
of a suitablc pun. “Do facto” is a2 term common
in Gustralia, meaning a spouse "in fact” if not
in lawe These days, there are fou legal
cifieorentiations butweer legal and de facto
narriogus, a situation tihat con be cither
helpful or & nuisanca.))




ON BCOKS AWD WRITING

Jessica Amanda Salmonson
PO Box 20610

Seattle, WA 98102

USA

Such araise for GOLDEN WITCHBREED! This book is
going to be a commercial success, 1'11 predict;
but that is not the measure of artistic
success. It is imaginative but poorly uwrittens
sente:ice for sentance, it is often laughabtle.
The rampant over-use of alien words seems at
times to parody the sillier elements of science
fantasy. Too much of the book seems to me to
play intoc the role-playing gamers' needs rather
than the needs of pesople interested in
something of literary powsr. Lastly, it takes
ideas already treated with highly artistic
stylization (LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS) with the
apparent aim of making the ideas more feminist
{a noble desire) but seems largely to make them
adolescently sexy. The major influence the book
is apt to have is to make the role-playing
gamers think in less sexist terms. As
literature, however, it is unsophisticated,
overdraun, and often ridiculous.

Style has become very important to me where
books are concerned, and little genre fiction
aspires to anything polished and beautiful. Any
cretin can have a wild imagination and a few of
them can writs books. So I take no special
pride in the ability to write and sell novels.
It is honestly an occupation dominated by
creting. But in my growth as an artist, I hope
to achieve higher and higher levels of
stylistic excellence. It is the only reason to
keep writing., Ideas are a dime a dozen and
clever books don't interest me anymore. To
suggest some works of stylistic superiority:
Consuslo de Saint-Exupery's KINGDOM OF THE
ROCKS; Giovani Papini's short stories and his
experimentally bizerre GOG3 Amy Lowell's
prose-poemnss Baudelaire; Alphonse Daudet
Leonora Carrington. In f/sf there are few who
compare; Le Guin has captured a hich form of
artistic stylization only twice. Tanith Lee,
also twice, in the rococo stylizations for

DEATH'S MASTER and MIGHT'S FMASTER (DELUSIGM'S
MASTER fails as art) but much of her work is
pedestrian, especially her SAPPHIRE WIME sort
of approach which like Mary Gentle's work
inadvertently parodies sf. The leading stylist
in f/sf today is orobably Michael Bishop.
Oelany and Silverberg occasionally equal
Bishop. Others who strive for stylistic values
include Joanna Russ, Josephine Saxton, Carol
Emstwiller, Tom Disch... Avram Davison makes
jests of style and fichael Moorcock's GLORIANNA
is so overly stylish as to be a downright bore.

The big praoblem in science fiction today is
that it values scientific extrapolation above
symbolism; and the problem in fantasy is that
it values svent above symbolism. The idea is to
tell the story and do nothing else. This
attitude does not value levels of understand-
ing, nor does it value stylish excellence. I
would love to see a growing segment of fandom
become discerning and critical, though in the
current atmosphere, they would soon find them-
selves reading Daudet and many pre-pulp era
stylists and foregoing the horrible, offensive
blather that is science fiction.

{(Your letter is an excellent example of
"diff'rent strokes for diff'rent folks™. For
example, the books I enjoyed most of Tanith
Lee's are the SAPPHIRE WINE duo; I found her
DEATH'S MASTER and NIGHT'S MASTER tedious.
Styls”™ - especially symbolism, which usually
escepes me completely - often gets in the way
of a story, I findl - JHU))

e G W R G T A = et o e D G S Get Sve s ey G G
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Joy Hibbert

11 Rutland Street
Hanlay, Stoke-on-Trent
Staffordsihire ST1 5JC
UK.

One feminist complsint about MeCaffrey’s Dragon
books is the non-existence of detail about the
highly oppressive Holds, whers women arz ways
to link families, where abortion is forbidden,
and vhare women are kept pregnant till thew
die. Pern is very nice if one can be & dracon-
rider {or live in the Weyrs) or a Harper, hui
the rest of the planet is less pleasant. lihat
sort of life do the crudges have, sleeping in
the kitchen, never having a chance to wash,
available for rape at any tims. Or even the
noblewonen: remember how Fax's wife was
treatec, or flenclly before she ran away. Ur the
woman in Moreta, whose father didn't acknow-
ledge her vecause she was ugly.

fzia Cowan COA
553 Valley lvav CaA
Bloomfield Hills COA

I 48013, USA

Prrsonally, I would have enjoved THZKDARA HOUSE
2 lot more if it hadn't been so relentlessly
one-sideds men are complete jerks, womsn are
all noble and lovino even when their behavior
is bad. A couplz of times I wanted to put my
fincer down my throat to disledge the
preachmants and one-dimensional stereotypes,
The story itself was sound, but thz people
weren't aluays complstely real, She was
particularly unfair to Peter, who was portrayec
as a completely, unrelievedly insensitive clod?
but he must have har’ something aoing for him
ooth ilagda and Jazlle founcd him so interestinc.
Oz they iiac their own faults to overcome, if
they were attracted to zomeone uho would misuse
them sc. I find it harl to believe that Peter
is representative of Terran male attitudes, yet
there was no "balance®.

On the otherr hand, I completely acree with
your assessment of FROSTFLOUER ARD WINOROURWE .
I highly recommend 3arbara Hambly's THZ

LADIES OF RAMDRIGYN. The lacdies of the title
coerce a mercenary leader into training them as
a guerrilla force to free their city, all their
men having been either killed or enslaves, or
gone over to the enemy. For all the fantasy
slements, it's @ very realitic sortrayal of the
way harsh reality would chance formerly
sheltered “ladies” -- and, at the very end, the
mixed reactions of Lhe ssciety at largs to the
iinplications of the change. It also features
some truly delightful individuele (not all of
them likeable), original nlotting, croll humor,
anc is an altegethar entertaininc read.

3ev Clark
744 D2lmont Place £ 203
Seattle WA S81G2, USA

T hac some problems with THENDARA HOUSE. On the
gooc' side, it was an absorbing story, well
tole, which was a pleasure after some of ZE's
more recent bHooks, which hacd rambled or bzen
repetitive or seemed overlong for the plot. I
read THEZNDARA HOUSE through in a couple of
sittings, The minus side, which vas the part
that bothered mg, was an undertone, not of
feminism, but of dislike of men. This attitude
has been present in several of [ZB's recent
books, most notably TWO TO COWGUER, where Uard
seemad 1lika a straw man composed of all ths
worst traits of the worst macho men, but it
seens to be getting stronger to the point where
there are virtually no sympathetic men in her
books, unless they're gay. Peter, for instance,
I found so extremz that he would be a
stereotype nows I couldn't take him seriously
as a character because he sesmed so unrealistic
taken in tote (and so different from the wey I
remenber the character from THD SHATTERED
CHATNY, anc this mede me somnewhst loss than
sympathetic to Jaslle's problems with nim. I
znjoyer! the LGuildhouse secticns more hecause I
wasn't actively snnoyed with the handling of
the characters, out thzre too, somz of the
conversations rubbsd me the wrong v1av.

((I riisliked the portraval of Peter for the
seme reasons as faia and Gev, but my memory of
him in THE SHATTERED CHAIN isn't much of an
improvement. It wasn't that he was sg awful in
that hook, bHut that I could find nothing to
attract Jaslle in such an overwhelming way. 1
thotight then that she was acting like an idict
over him, and THENDARSA HOUSE did nothing to
change that view. ~JHW))

James Styles

Y
Carlton, Vic
Australia 2 June 1964

The portrayal of males in any fashion does not
irritate me as I rarely identify with any
writton characters, preferring to perceive them
as individuals different to myself, albeit with
thelr oun differences. iy annoyance is with wri
ters who have souwe dogma to preach and faill to
cloak it sufficiently in a good reacable story.

Joy Hibbert
{address earlier) 31 July 1984

A recent event in British fandom may shed light
on (ifaia's) guestion. You may have hesrc about
the infamous f{iatrix 42 cover. In cas= you
haven't, it shousd a man dressed as a barhar-
jany, standing wa and ejaculatino/urinating into




the mouth of a prone, scantily dressed, woman,
This cover received a lot of comment, almost
all of it negative. But every complainer, male
or female, said how much they objected to the
portrayal of women in the cdrawing. OK, true and
fair enough, it is offensive to portray women
in that mamner. But why didn't any men object
to the way they were portrayed I would have
thought it was equally offensive, but no-one
commented on this.

I agree with Maia about doing something
about a situation, but alsc feel it's neces-
sary, in this context, to work out why some-
thing happens, or at least, why we fesl the way
we do about it. For examnle, feminism is often
accused of being anti-sex, puritanical because
of its objection to pornography. So, whould we
just do something about the pornography
problem, burn down sex shops etc Or should we
lock at the proolem, work out whether we are
being puritanical and if not, what are our rea-
sons for objecting to pornography. I belisve
the latter, as it is too easy to rationalise
irra- tionality by acting first and thinking
Secon ..

Dave Rouwley

11 Rutland 3trret

Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent
Staffordshire ST1 S3G, U.K.

I think I rarely identify with the male lead.
thy I suppose it's something to do with
personal experience. I have never been a
barbarian so therefore the barbarian doing
whatever over the woman on the Fatrix 48 cover
is definitely NOT me. But then I didn't like
what was being done to the woman. Is this be-
cause all women are interchangeable in stories
They haven't got definite roles, THE astro-
naut, THE cop, etc Summed up, I think in near-
ly all cases I do not identify with the “hero”.

Alex Stewart

11A Beverley Road
Colchester

Essex CO3 3NG, U.XK. 11 July 1884

I agree that stereotyping can be equally hurt-
ful to meng I, for one, am sick and tired of
being expected to be aggrossive, insensitive,
and promiscuous (to name only thraz “masculine®
traits I've never possessed, and find repulsive
in others). And you're dead right about popular
fiction reinforcing the stereotype. Offhand I
cen't think of a single nmovel, film, or
television show where the HERC wants a stable,
lasting, and emotionally open relationship witih
one woman. But this is what most of us really
do want out of life. At least I do, and all the
men in fandom I've spoken to about it; but then
fen do tend to be a little more open and honest
than the average mundane.

i et - —— - - = et e e - v s PuS S  mn e G e o —

There seem to be something of a new
movement emerging in British fanzines at the
moment, with people meore willing to discuss
their personal concernss on the vhole, I thinic,
this is a good thing, although a few seem to be
more interested in simple exhibitionism than in
actually saying anything. I happen to like this
trend towards greater openness. As a friend of
mine remarked in his zine recently, you can
only go on making smalltslk in print for so
longs after that you have to start relating to
pzople on a human level,

I suppose you've heard about PAPA I must
admit I was pretty sceptical when the idea of
an all-male apa first surfaced, but now the
initial foot-shuffling and general air of vague
bafflement has died away it seems to be dsvel-
oping into a Very Good Thing. There ARE tapics
that can be discussed purely between men, and
which we can all benefit from. Personally I
find it very relaxing to feel I'm writing
purely for a peer group, with the freedom to
discuss -- for instance -~ attitudes to sex, or
sexism in society, or the pressures to conform
to stereotypes of masculine bshaviour without
having to worry about offending any feminists
who may be reading it. (Women do, of course,
but they're not the primary readership, and so
I can leave them out of my thinking.) I've
noticed the same thing when I've been lent
copies of The Women's Periodicals people DO
write differently for a peer group than for a
general circulation fanzine.

Jessica Amanda Salmonson
(address earlier}

tthen I was taking more time to orovide feminist
analyses of books, a great many men wrocte
letters of comment about the male stereotypes.
It does seem to annoy them, especially in
context of denying women the right to be
annoyed with how women are portrayed in so many
storiesi The thing almost never commented on
are the nature of the stereotypes. The
brainless brawn is a symnbol of power. The
brainless blonde is a symhol of powerlessness.
Both kinds of stereotypes are stupid
charicatures; but one reaffirms men's actual
cultural power, the other women's lower status.
Time and again the stereotypes are of this
sort. A really sensitive and aware reader will
be annoyed with stereotypes of men and of women
in fiction, but in both cases the annoyance is
mainly that the stereotypes degrade tihe
position of women. The space-conquering macho
and his sexy girlfriend are egually repugnant
stereotypes, but look who's invariably in
commandi Rather than analyse the existance of
stereotypes, a reader should look beyong the
stereotypes to their cultursl reasen for
existence. When we do that, we learn the
purpose of stereotypes is to uphold an
unbalanced status quo.
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Ian MecKeeor

B84 John Street
Workson

Notts. 580 176
UoiCe 22 July 1804

Two of the stersotypes so beloved of carly SF
writers are ones I find especially irritating:
the scientist (mad or white-haired father
figure) and the beautiful but doney young
lady... The scizantist sterectype has always
annoyed me beceuss as a practising research
chemist I know camed well 1 ang everybody elss
I work with sirmply doeen't behave like that...
On the other hand when you corsicer 2 novel
like TI[ESCAPE, Grecory Henforo menaced to
copture the wood and atmossherc of academic
research extremely well. At least today we can
find the occasional nouel or story to highlioht
which transcends the stereotype... Surely the
reason why Gragory Benford was able to surbass
the scientist sterectype was becatse he was
able to draw on his own experience... How muich
of an author's best writing draws on his own
experience Isn't it eesier to describe what
you've felt and lived through, than to try and
imagire it all from scratch How eosy te fall
back on stereotyned views when you try to write
about sometning beyond your direct oxmericncs.
So maybe the root of the trouble is that there
still aren't enugh prominent and successful
women in society for male authers to model
their SF characters on, ang that authors don't
come into contact with the few who have become
well known,

Gerald Boyko

PO Box 825, Strm i
Vancouver, 38C
Carada VEC 2NG 24 July 1984
During my imnocent chilchood, when females were
girls and males were men, I wasn't hotherazd by
the standard male/female gortrayals, because
men werz depicted as superior and that was as
it should be. As T grew older and more
suspicious of values arounc rie, I began to
realise the male myth was 2 trap. I etill
didn't care how women were portrayed (they
could stay home and cock vhen happy and cry
when unhappy}, but I was concerned how men wers
portrayed. What if I didn't have what it takes
to match the imags I cried in private, but
wouldn®t it be nice if I could do it inm public
like oirls I bgcame not irriteted, ouk
disqusted, uhen 1'd see a movie witn brave men
and helpless women. If someons athacked me, I'd
like to fecl free to seream and Tuwnt if 1
thought that was safer than staying ano
fichting. I felt discusted bocause I resliced I
was oeing expused to s form of brainwashing, as
I was when my mother wantec ma to Ygrow up to
be a real gentleman®,

To cope, when I'm exposed to a story where
sexual stereotypes sre reinforsed, I often
imacine that the screeming woman is really a
screaming men, and the fearless man is really a
fearless woman. Then the ludicrousness of the
situation becomez evidznt and I silently laugh

at it. That's more fulfilling for me than to
hecawe disgusted or irritated., Bhen I do feel
irritated or disgusted, I know it's an outward
rzaction to an inner fear. This fear is the
outcome of feeiling discounted unless I conferm
to the stersciypz. When we {eel discounted, we
feel unloved, when unloved we experience {ear
(if tihis were not so, then reletionship
breskups would not be so tregic). To survivs,
ue transform this unconscious fear into anger,
sorrcu, disoust, blaming; or irritation. We can
also deal yith it by transforming it into
humor. It doesn't always work. When thet
happens, it's because my self-rightecusness
gats in the way. But whan seeing the humor in a
situation doss work for me, it works very well
ang is wore Tun than getting upsat.
Steve George
84 Brock Street
Binnipeqg, Manitoba
Canada R3N CY4 12 July 1984
fieia Cowan comes of { as & voice of rsasan
amigst a sca of excessive biac compared to the
tone of most of your latters... Yes, I get
irritates sometimes. Hot only by the way men
are depicted, but also by the way they are
depicted relating to women. But I don't get
irritated much by stereotypes. Stereotypes
exist because those king of characters exist in
the real world. For the purpose of rtoading a
nerticular story; I assumz that character A,
whether stercotype or not, is being described
thz way he/she is becausc in the universe of
that story that is exactly how that character
is. I don't sce it as a statement that all
women, or men, are like that. Or all blondes.
Or all muscular males. dirtover. Stereotyning
is a useful sorting proczss and is one we use
evoryday in recl life while dealing with all
sorts of people. Whilas ideally it would be nice
o treat (know) 2ll poople as Findividuals”
with mary cihieracteristics and idicsyncracies,
this is not usually possiblc. So wo categerize
into typos... (Storcotypes are) a usoful, if
sometimes unkind, mctheod of categorizing.




Eric B Lindsay coA

PO Box 42 COA

Lynsham ACT 2602

Australia 20 June 1884

I tend to find the portraval of men impossible
to live up to, at least in the heroic® tyme of

sf/mystery to which I am partial, T always fzel
inadeqguate, because the hero is better with the
snappy comeback, swmarter (except for doing dumb
things as recuired by the plot), and genorally
all round too damn competent. Their gadoetc
work first time, whereas I burn my fingers on
the soldering iron and take four atiempts at
anything. They discover new scientific laws,
whereas I have problems understanding thez old
ones (and usually gat them urong). They are
inveriably multi-talented, while 1 seen to be
multi-kiutzed. tlomen fino thom irresistables
leaving me wondering how the hell they have
time for all the other thincs they do during
the story. The list goes on and on. Noc are the
anti-heroic types any vetter: too much like
reading an autobiography... you know, failure
at fourteszn diifTerent jobs, diverced twice,
Just missed having three mistresses because
they took up with a family of dwarves from e
nearby circus, anc died by being accidentally
emptics into & garbaqge truck when they came
fome drunke

MIZCELLANEGUS

Sain Wapar CoA
Draconfly Farm COA
Lake 5t Peter CaA

Ontarin
Canada KOL 2KO 2 July 15884
I keep meeting all of these attractive and
intelligent womens generally lesbians. The
other day at the peace festival out on the
Toronto Islands I mot a Witch and singer from
Vancouver arez who was right down my wavslznoth
on everything but sexuality, Politically radi-
cal anarchist, Pagan, hippie-nunk zhttitudes,
musical interests, and sc on and on. 3ign. Sex
pecomes unreasonably important when one ic not
having any.

18 July
As of August 15th 9884 After the
Discovery of Agriculture (give or
take a hundred years), T will ng
longer be the inhabitant of this
nestilantial ecity (Toronto). I will
bc living on Oragonfly Farme.. in
rural squaloxr rzther than urvan
poverty! 1 expect to be quite happy
there,; after spending several
years longing for the country.
My various projects here (in
Toronto) have either ended,
fallen through, or changed sc

that T can extricate myself anc not leave
anyone 2lse holding the bag. I'11 only transfer
the Pagans for Pzace ileusletter and network up
herc with me. Judning from the number of rural
PDagans I've met recantly, it'll be quite a good
cnviranmont far that... We're also thinking of
recruiting a wholc new group tc rejuvenate
Dragonfly 25 a community (there are currently
only two peopla living tnere, three when I go
Up)ee.. ANd Sam wanders further away from
normal, dreaming of capturing himself in the
cyclos of the s2asonS...

Darrcll Pardoe

11b Cote Lza Square
Southgate, Runcorn
Cheshiri WAT 25A
Englond 3 October 1584

fartyn Taylor may think that tho most desirasle
thing to have is fidelity, but I don't. To
worry about Tidelity is to be insccure in the
relationship - to think that if they go off
together than you will be laft out in the cold.
It impliss something rather insubstantial. If
two peopla have cnough of a commonality of
interests, views and outlook, thay won't have
to worry about what tho other is doing whon
thoy're off om their own, flobody has a right to
the love and affection (or for that matter the
services of tho body) of another person, cexeept
as those things are froely given - to think
otherwiso is to assume rights of owner- ship
ovor that person, a bad thing 21l round.
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I wonder why some men try so hard to find
evigancz of "male cycles”. Is it an exitonsion
of the jealousy that wemen should have or do
anytihing not open to men There's 2 certain
type of "mels feminist? far instance, who
eluays arques very loudly and forcefully tha
rightness of his gpinions - which may indead be
right but don't nzcessarily have tho proper
attitude of mind to back them up. And it wes
interestino to see the reaction in curtain
guarters of British Tandom uhen tho Gritish
women's apa TWP was set up a counle of vears
ano - outrave that a groun of women whould have
cared to do something that they excluded &N

! Tt struck me at the time as rather quaint
- but sad that they should havec seriously meant
what they uere saying. I have 2 susplcion that
this "male cycles” business iz in the saue way
an attampt to deny to womgn any areas of
experience paculiar to themselves
CARME WITHHELD

BY REQUES 20 Gctoher 1884

({A man referras to by Joy Hibbor* and Dave
Rouley in their discussion of “open mancian
has written with his version off esvents,

W

conuentLOAOQ. I must acmit tnuL 1 tock nns% of
it with e pinch of snuff, belicving that sha
was playing the paper iceoe to mztch ns.
A)50e.o ['d heard that she had just had e
little bit of a disagpointing relaticnship
prior to our corresponderce, and I thought I
mioht be getting caught in the rebop foon th
So, at least we met. ble started talking -
ang, connectad with assorted hody
would®ve stopped a Zabra Trossing at T
procguces one of the more interesting items not
on the pronrammCe

For tha record, I uasn’t told of the
Marriage arrancemoni... {and cven so, my socinl
conditioning would've still hleck n
nart from the basic rolationshis beginnings)
ancd when Dave tiwew thie oys at me bwice (Joy
got very Thuffy™ when I throw them back, by the
wey) I thoucht qoncthlnq wasn't auite as it
might all be. gffer™ to watch uesn't an
offer as such, but a guestion of intent
(voycurism is a rocopgnised futich, thougn its
practitioners aro normally o litile shy whei
asked diractlyess ). The MO

One

ad e out L

The

Oucraged Hustond
routine is another classic wey some nen havc of
Yootiing their rocks of fP... VYes, T was cuilc
properod to stand thore ang have Dave beat the
shit out of me — I'm a non-violent person by
nature, evon though I am bigger than Davs -
because I had bzen caught with ay nond in
cockie jar sc to speake

Py
whe
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how that I understand their relatienship
bettar, I can se2 that a lot of the mistakes I
made might seen like o SitCom script - though I
shoulr) alsc peoint out that if I'd Lioen informed
of the relationshin earlier in the oroceedings
than nalf the censrated complications would not
have bheen inter-group generated in the first
nlace. N little knouledge may be a dangerous
thing, but it certainly would'vz helped in my

250,

I'c¢ like to kesp my name out

oratect Joy and Davceo.

of it, to

flaia Cowan
{edcress sarlier)

A friend suggestsc that an lmportant aspect of
“nawer” is the ability to keep other peonle
Wnlmn,mimﬁrUHTonwm,Iswmmetm

technical term woulo be 'autonomy”, but I faver
that ou*ln'“loﬁ no matter what the word usad.

I feel thut I have a great deal of cantrol
over ny oun life -- it's going mors-or-less the

way I want it to, largely as the result of my
on decisions anc actions, noat becausae of fate
or orncrnul factors. (In psychology we call
this an "internal locus of comtrol®. If mins
wers any more internal, I'd have a black holal)
In fact, only thing that saves me from
naurotic compulsiveness cbout it is that I
don't expect that things will be totelly the
way § 2xpect them te be.

On the other hand, I do have my contradic-
tory aspects. 1 fregquently rﬂcogniﬂe that most
confrontations aren’t worth the effort -~ I'd
lose more than I d gain by fighting, and in
fact, more than I1%'d lose Ly aveidino the fioht
or giving in. Apd yet I WANY to Fight back,
aven though I recagnise that it wouldn't really
profit mc cnything. Ttuo finally decided that
the problem isn't that T don't Tight back, bui
that I want to whon therc's no use to it.
Reason can overcome socliallization, but the
socialization may not ontirely go away. Sns do
I find it zasier and morc boneficial to give in
anG then go ny own uey, tecauss I el power-
less and “know I can't win®, or bocause I
recoo- nize confrontation as o “no-uin®
situation, anc don't need to prove my
powerfulness by assaulting other poople I may
be taking a very Taoist asttitude without rezlly
realising it.

the
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I Alsc Heard From a whole bunch of
other people, but I have given up
trying to keep lists, since letters
get filed in many different placs and
I don't keep a correspondence log.




CN CRILYD Awdbi

Jessica Amzanda Salmonson
(address earlier)

I was inter=zsted in the responses to Lyn's
pisce on child abuses the sympathy she
garnered, but very few terror tales to matceh
ite I'm convinced such abuse is common in our
society, but too litile research has heen done.
(Every time something horrible in our socicty
is investigated, it turns out to Le not just a
significant statistical percentagej;e... but &
whopning 1/4 of everyono, i.e. percentags of
wvonen raped before age 16, percentage of nen
admitting in contralled interviews tnat they
would Tape women if they knew absolutely they
could get away with it, and now in the U3
nationwide scandals of ordinary daycars centers
for children used for sexual accese to children
evo) Your fanzine had %o have gone out te a
dozen or so people with oxperience in this
area, either apusing their children, abused by
their parents, or both. o one spcoake,

({Actually, I've received sesveral communica-
tions uvhich I haven't published, dztailing
persanal experiences of child ebuss. These
haveri't been DNQs I just found it teoo depress-
ing to nut them all into print. So it isn't
chtirely a case of "ho one speaks®, but of
editorial selcction. -JHY))

From @ little before age seven I was a ward of
the state in the carc of a legel guartian who
liked tn bweat the shit out of me and my sister,

17 months younger, cvery Monday "for good mea-
surc®, than look for Mreal” reasons the rest of
the wook as well. I was once whipped until my
loos werc hemburger and when a neightor asked
vhy my leges were bleeding, I told them I slid
down tho canven on som: rocks. Secausc oncu I'd
told the truth o a social worker who didn't
belicve it, and 1 was punished for a waek.

iy sister who bad asthma and couldn’t
travel on tho road with my mother (we wer:s
transionts) was with thic guardian from birth,
but she Zidn't get me until I had to start
aschagl. The thing is, childron's pattorns for
their entire adult life are probably cstablish-
ed by age throe - so by the time I was being
abused, it was too lata to make me anything but
extrencly cynical. My younger sister bad no
such compzarisons in life. Until the day that
guardien died she wes loved by my sistcr.

And the disease has been passed on. One of
my sistur's children dizd in & refrigerator,
placod thers as punishment for crying when very
ili. Ancthor ran away from homc so meny times
that she wes finally nlaccd in a foster home.
Tha third iz a pathetic little nurd and I don't
know now hic'e being treated, excont that social
workors are keeping an oye on the situation, I
hear. I have nothing to do with thom.

I would never nit or nunisi o child in any
physical wav because cven "rational” authority
mekes mc sick at my stomach. Gut my sister
would just as soon smack @ kid 2s say how do
you do, boacause child chuse iz passedd on in
Just this vay... This is & torrifying
differance between child abuse 2ind rape. Though
women ato purging themszlves of the secroted
rape oxporionco, mon ere cartainly not writing
yoil letters admitting to having rapud or
wanting to, and thoy should bg, to the samc
tume of 1 in 4, if they darod bo honuest. But in
tho oese of child abuss, tho victim vory ofton
beecomcs, 1n the long rung the victimizor, and
noither onc deros speake

e g

({f ¢id g2t one lotter, Tznonymous® - thoush I
am sure I know uwho wrote it - and unsurpris-
ingly DY, Trom o man who cxpressed a deep foar
of wopen end a desirc to repe them. He is not
generally known in fendome. -JHi))

I do beliove that whon your fanzine “baits”
peaple with horribls exporiznces to toll them
puslically, you causc them to trke cmoticnal
risks. Onc feminist fan roceontly donounccd gay
fans in orints some whilo ago, 2 BWF who had
hor tubes tied bacause shoe foarcd ontting
nrognant By rape, and who wes 2 virgin a2t 30,
was ridiculed at great longth in print. Tt is
not aluays wise to toke risls with fansy in
fact, from my own expericines, it is foolish,
unless onv: is willing to put wr with the smug
scli-cuntored conceite.. To @ dogroe Martyn
Taylor's letter nrovns my point.

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 20




Oscar Oslulsish
67 Rohslee Roau

Giffnock
Clasgow G45 7ER, L.ie 2

r

3]

ALV 4,
1804

{lctober

Vn_lf abuce oens

T wouls tono to eagres
stay with vou for the rest ol your live, DUteoe
aventually, you lzarn that vou bave to fopret

all that has gone bsfaore,
pPeT30M wha hwurt you, and
that it is vital that you g

of eclf leving, and caring for thn hurt sng
pain end loss which you feel.

Nz a child, T was subject to a form of
abuss, exactly the onpositc of the nurpose of
ry paronis' ections... when I was groulng vy,
my parents, and espocially wy fathar, uwere
involved in the setiing up and running of a

family huciness. T was left in the care of wy
tuo consideracly older brothers... I was cared
for phiysicelly, nerfectly well. lloweyor, the
fact that I was continually being left by my
mothor9 g that T saw oy father for moost
tha days left me with o stranger for a

ﬁtwﬁrg ang a fear of being lafi by those
hatod, and very nuch nesded
fatncr, accause ne was
out the punishmente for evaerything, and yat was
nevnt around erouch te show vhetisr e not he
careda

NEV2r

love. I to hate, ny

always the one to hano

T know now that in his way h2 clo care, eng
shoued it by trying to nrovidas ons b a

for us. Dut for a leno time, I

tate him, in order to mel:

of paine.. I no longor feol the

that cycle is sumathing which duct Lo

ostrovod; because to do othoruwise is Lo Jivn
er -imposcd misery bacause of e

or uncaring acticons of ancther.

cach responsible for our

what has boen done to us

whion we can FlnaWTV vaka

staals hasis

noguad to f
feolinos
lj,.". 1& o o0

LN

1N

O
will afvect
contrcl of
1ot
tha

soif, o

lives.
Certainiy,
o we ere
our lives, but that isn't a -zaceon to
things continug indefinitoly. Yes,
reaponsible, and have pity oo youer
vould fcr anothor;

timo to accopt thet
not of your own ma
yoursalt, for

Hm1 2

hut somo dayv, f
vou bave & problom, cvon if
king, and start, for
own noad ant happlness,
the way vou want it.

AT} YQUT S<

VOuUR o

nut yeur 1ife togother

Tayhe you will nbhcr loamn to Toroive, but I

con't thimk thet's ioportsnt, nor is “keeping
vour hate purc” as Joy puts it, but cortainly

it is important to bo without nulit for Tosling
hate and pain. It shouldn’t be the end of your

Toolings, but thoe beoinning of changing your
1ife to the way vou went

I
27Toe
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Tan ficKeer

{address ocarlier) 15 October 1364
T read Martyn Jeylor's first lettor
evor~-increasing astonizinent,
becausz he'd internretod somcthing in such a
Jifferent way from me, bulb also brcau¢e it
souncad so wnlike anything sise I've over r=ad

not simply

of his in a fanzine.
Gna thing Fartyn s

321 1o his fipet lettsr
dic, however, set ne tnLn nge. He refers to
Lyn's “probles” and to her “oconguering® it T

way I read Lyn's piece I thought tiat her
inability to reslly trust any man was inceed a
problem for here... Neconsidering things, I
woncer whether T ought to heve ilnterpreted what
Lvn sais that way. How romarkebly easy it is to
take for grantod that suervene Should i o
ilive in 2 certailn way, in this caso
partner that =an be Trust b
really apnzraznt wiwthor H ‘q sat
per 1ife tha way iv ic or whethor

liks Lo change hex 7

she vould
attitudes if

celings and
1]

she coulds whother she's rosigned to the wvay
sne now Livaes or has adaptaed end built g
lifestyle of her cwn around hor expericncos.
riow Tar auay from sope relatlvely arbitzery
Unori ¥ are goople allousd to move bofons
they're comsidezed abnormal and desmnd to be in
neet of trostmeont Yor thelr condition in order

that they should be returncd to normel and
nonce e hapgy

Horth ?vﬂﬂoy MO 20605

Mustralis 9 Ootober 1564

I think fieztyn has done himcelf a serious
f coct in this way to Lyn's
ho would net be wiso o
oun problewss anywhero that a reoader
F birovenao micht soo therme His lotter has
obably Tulfilled the secret fear ({of reny
vwcuiﬂs)) that they are soilud or that othoers
will reject them If thoy lee of uwhai hasg
hanpenad, te has cone great hcrm, but most of
it is hidden® hatw - like an icuboro, the
biggist part is where it can't boon seen, and
thus will de cvon greatar dsmage. vie has helped
rake the unspoakable s 1ittlc morc so.
({fartyn'e hacdly tho first fan to do this (see
Jussica's coments earlicr), nor the most
vicinus, but I do tazke vour point. At lenst
flartyn cased the situation a bit by secing
giffcorently on his sceoond look. -JHY))
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by Jean Weber

I've had quite a spell of reading Australian
novels recently. Not all of them are “recent®,
as you'll discover, but all are recommende
reading.

Lee Haroing, Weiting for the End of the tlorld,
Hyland House, 1383.

This iz a magnificent books T think it's the
best thing Harding has yet written. I'w told it
has been nominated for an Australian Chilcdrzn's
Book of the Year Auard, but don't let that make
you think it hes limited appeal for adults.

Harding's characterisations of beth adulis
and young penple (but espseially the latter)
are thorough and belisvable. His depiction of
the Dandenonn Ranges east of Melbourne is also
very realistic. Here has developed a commumnity
of refugees from the city, people vho hove
survived the withdrawal illness from thz drugs
sveryone must take. They wostly livz in sicdl
groups in abandoned houses, cooperating when
necessary for their survival. Many are strangs
and withcrawn (we'd probably consier them
mentally 1117, though harmless) - a legacy
from their former city lives. In Manfred's
case, the trauma of his escape and illness has
caused him to lose his memory. Simon's past is
unknawn, but he leads a sclitary life in the
forest, rarely speaking with anyone slse. Kathy
makes plans for her future, learning skillg
such as archery. Liz is angry and upset,
lashing out at those who care for her. Pericdic
raigs of the Batrol from the city keep cveryone
insecure,
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Then Simon has a dream of the hills burning
(fires 1it by the Patrol) and warne the
residentz to flee for their lives. (lis
prophecies of other disasters are well known,
st nost people heed his warning.) Each person
must make a decisicns to stay and take their
chances with the fire; to go to "the ruins®,
which may be safe from fire but certainly not
from the Batrol; or to go into the plains to
the North (uhere armed nomadic bands with
endanger the rare traveller) and seesk another
home in the further mountains.

The "plot¥, thus summarised, scunds simple.
Out the people aren't; they are real, complex
personalities, oreppling with a world they
didn't shape and which they feel powerless to
affect - one where certain other people try to
de them harm even though they've done nothing
to deserve such treatment. Anyone who's felt
aitiznated from an impersonal society, will
appreciate the frustrations of the characters
in this book. All they want is to be left alone
to live their lives; but this is not to be. How
they cope, angd how thoy feel about thair
situation, is the substance of this book.

A Bertram Chandler, Kelly Country. Pemqguin,
1983,

Anyone familiar with evcn a bit of Australian
hiistory has surely heard of Ned Kelly, =
bushranger ("hichway robber’) in thc thon
colony of Victoria, in the late 1870s (hc was
hung at Flelbourne Gaol in 1880). He is mostly
famous for the suit of mztal armour ho wore.
flany Australians like to think of Kelly as a
sort of Robin Hood or rovolutionery, rebelling
anainst the Victoriarn government and,
ultimately, the rule of England,

T e e e e - —— " S ot b e mia v e e m - = S v =
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Chandler has teken this idez and done a
Nfat IFY novnls what if (s) Ke lly wete in fact
a revoluticnary ang not 5in9 / SO
criminal znd (b) what if he'd nrevui 2g and
won instead of being captured and hung sarly in
his “ecareer’ Chandior has worked into this
nyoothesis ancther of ihis favourite thingo:
dirigiblas (which were in fact in uze in the
1880s), and several minor (Lo this story
anyway) other facets of altermative historys a
successful rebellion ir Cenads, and the supnort
of Irish-Americans for the rebellion in
Aistralia. The time peradox problem is bandled
well, thouoh Chencler nets a trifle heavy-
handed in a couple of glaces vhen pointing out
cluss to what's chanoed (Lub then, most of his
non-Australian aucience prebably vouldn't get
subtle refercnoes, would theyi.

My only rozl cuibbhle with this book ic that
T wanted to know more about the alternative

fnresent® Australiz, while Chandlor only shous
us glimpses. Aut it's unfair Lo criticize an
author for not writing the booik one vanted to
reard, and Chandler's ¢ w“t91n1/ dons & fine job
with the one he wrets

Rory Barnes & Damicn Brodericls, Valoneiss,
University of Quecnsland Press, 1985,

Set far in the future, with virtually immortal
characters, this bookk was s delight ta read.
Amusing adventures alternate (or coexist) with
serious questioninn of (pleasc pavdon the
cliche) Life, tihe lniverse end Everything. The
authnrs do a wonderful Job of skowcring trency
ravolutionerios, emongst othor topics. Tho
gover hlush swms up onz themz: ‘doninance and
sutviissicn, foth in the pelitical qpneru anag in
the relationships among its cheractercs’. (The
cover alsc blathers on about son acauamic
questions along tho lincs of Yis it scicnes
fiction Is it contemporary 1it", but we'il
ignors that.) Despite somc of thoir nctivities,
the charactars arc vary holicy 'b;:; metun al
pet thom bofere - at univoresity, at worl, in
fandotie o »

This book has curteinm similaritics to
Braturick’s Tha Judas tlandals, but oonanos to
keep the larce scacainic bullshit worus in cheie
places where the charzsctors are indulging in
acadomic bulleniti
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Catherine Helen Spence, Handfastoed, Penguin,
1984 (written 1379).

"Catherine belen Spence is one of the neglected
woren of Australia’s history... {she) began bher
professional life by teaching, supplementing 2
meanre family income, then supported herself
ant her widowed mother by writing. Her first
novels seotie first movel written by a woman
about Australia, was published in 1854, Six
ocher novels ware published between then and
the 1000s, by which time she was & full-time
Journallsu° She wzote on a vast nunbar of
nublic issues, particularly on wamen's riohts,
lay reform, child weltare, cultural trends,
cooperative ventures and trade unions... she
stood, unsuccessfully, as the first female
Australian politicel) candidate in 1467, The
manuscript of Hancdfasted was (rejocted) on the
grourids that "it wos calculated to loosen the
marriags tie - 1t was too socialistic, and
consequently dangerous.'” - from the Praface by
Helan Thomsan.

One could consider thiz a "utonian’ novel,
as it depicts a society that has thrown of 7
meny of the fetters of 18th-century sexuval and
social conctraints, especially those anslaving
women. The main characters are the narrator,
Hugh Keith, a young Australian medical
practitionar who discovers a lost colony of
Scotiish immigrants in a Forth American vallzy
(Columba), and Liliard Abercrombie, a young
Columban woman who coires to love him. The
central concern of tie bock is with the
Columban practice of “handfasting®, a sort of
one~year trial morriage - & radlcal conzept in
1679 - and its moral implication for decply
Christian poople.

Hor has the author fallen into the common
trep of having all the inhabitants of her
“utopia® happy and accepting of fneir
situation, or their sccicty boing one which
of fors 21l thinez to oll peooli. Columba lacks

cading, woitino ang books (for all but o
sclect few), for examplog and some of its
people chafe at thals lock of opportunity to no
peyond the valloy and seo the rast of the
world. In many move, 1ifo in Colunba sounds
boring {(and the author rocoonises Lhis).

The reeder must keon rveninding horself that
this booik was urittcn more than a century 2go,
lest sho beconc bored with some of the author's
obscssions. It's not a superbly-written baok,
but it is foscinating rzading.
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Damien Broderick, Transmitters; Ebony, 1384.

A difficult book to describe: not only does
Broderick jump from one short scene to another,
but he jumps from one year to anotber, bacl: and
forth over 15 years. If vou can keep track of
when you are, a picture cventually emerges of
the main characters and their problems and
concerns, This picture is built up not only
from conversations and narrative, but also from
axcerpts of the characters' cun writings -
mostly in fanzines. Yes, many of tho characters
are involved in ARustralian {andom. Has
Broderick written his friends and acauaintances
into this book I don't knows you'll have to

ask someone who knows Helbourne fandom var
better than I. I couldn’t recoqnisz anyhodys
but that dossn't prove anything. I found it e
good reads I enjoy this sort of writing and
found the alleged fanzine sxcerpts to be very
much like real fanzine writing, evon if not the
writing of any specific pzople.

I've heard it suggested that this book will
have limited appeal because it's “about® fans.
I hope this isn't true, because it sseus
relevant and of interest to a far wider
audience. Tt'c really "about” peoples they just
happen to be people with a particular hebby -
though T don't agrae with the back cover's
portrayal of fandom as "the oddest subculiure
Kurt Vonnegut never theught of." There arc o
lot of odder subcultures out thora.

Jack Vlochams, Futurc Wer, Coxy & Collins, 19932,

I put off reading this book Tor scine timc,
because it's Yabout™ war and soldicrs. lhen I
finally tocik a closcr look, I discovered it's a
study of handicapped poople who have found an
important niche and dorive = scunst of perscnal
value from their contribubtion in a war whenc
the fully able-bodicd can't be sparcds of foar
and the techniaues of menipulating peonle'’s
omotions and minds; of the human nosd for love
and caring cven in a man programmed to us
beyond both; of Tancticism. A most interosting
vook.

A, Bortram Chandler, The WUild Ones, Paul
Cellins Pty Lid, 1034,

Chandlor's last completed novel, this continues
the sega of John Grimss. Two femeles introduced
in Matilda's Stopchildren, Shirl and Darleen,
rejoin Grimes in this enjoyable rompre A good
book for reading on the bus or traing doosn't
strain the brain,

M. Barnard Eldershaw, Tomorrow and Tomorraw and
Tomorrow, Virago, 1993 {censcred edition first
publishad 1947).

M, Barnard Eldershaw is the pseudonym for
Marjorie Zarmard (b. 1897) and Fllora Eldershauw
{16297-1956), two of the finest Australian
novelists of this century who were parsonally
involved in the radiceal left in the 1820s and
30s. This, %their last novel, {is) sct in
fustralia of the past and the future... (The
portion sat in) the 24th century (features)
Knerf, a writer, (who) lives in a society of
technocratic socialism... Knarf has written a
novel which begins in November 18924 and tells
the story of an Australian worlinc man... His
hopes; fearc and loves, his family, their
friends and lovers. Through their eyes we
exparience the Depressinn,... the Second Worlo
War, ...and the threat of a Third World War,
When first publishad in 1947, the book was
seriously cut by the Goverrvient censor.” - fron
the back ecover.

The two storizc arc interwoven as Knartd
reats excerpts of his novel te o friend ano
also notes and discusses esvents in the 24th
century. I Tound the 20th-contury porilons of
the book to be very bellevable and in fact it
zas difficult tc realise where history ended
ancd "future history' began - I had to keep
rcferring to the detes. Presumably this would
have been more obvious to a reader in 1347 or
1946, but rather then detracting from the stocy
for a modern reader, it added to its interest.
I was, however, disappointed in the passsoes
set in the 24th contury - that's what I really
wanted Lo read about: the autihors' vision of
the futurz. There wasn’t encugh of it. Qut one
must recall the authors® purnose was mare to
craw attention ta injustices in their own time,
tian to speculate on a far-fubure uvtonia.

This is a fascinating and well-writizsn oook
uvsich I am delighted to find republisiod.

=
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Ceorge Turner,

in ths Heart or in the Head,
torstrilia Preossg,

1854,
"oeo & Drilliany literary memoir in which
George Turner chronicles his chaootic grouving up
in a family for whon fact and fariesy werc
equally accentable and often indistinguishobie.
It is also the socoxd of his dovelon
of Australia's Tincst nou&li; s and hic
entanolenent with science fiction...
Interleaved with this CFeorge Turner hae writton
an egually remerkablo and witity cssay on the
orowth of science fiction in tuentietn-century
uriting.” - from the dust jockst.

This book will probaoly appezl most to
those vho have met George Turner, read his
books, reviews or oninions, or neard him speak
- bt it should also make fescinsting resding
for thase who've novor heard of hime Turner's
opinfons are strongly steted and well reasoned,
whethur one asrecs with thor or not (T eorac
with some and not with othurs), anc I
esneclelly racomaend his list of topics
neglentad by =f writers,

One of tne most impressive varts of this
book, for mz, is Turner's picrcing loows at
himself anc some of the stupld things he's dons
f

1t as one

in his life. We all do stupid things; fow of us
admit them to ourselves - much less in orint -

with so little rationzliization or,
alternatively, so littiec treast-heating. Tuchor
strilios me a2s a superb example of someons who
knows his feaults, and clso acknouwlonons hils
inability - ov refusal - to conouar thosc
faults. Prosumably hie's learnt s accopt
himself for what b is, and goes on fron there,
neither ashamed nor proud of what he is. I falt
i'd beon gramtcd an insight into tie sourcos of
his strontly~held and strongly-stetod opinions;
and could rescoct those opinions moro, cvzn
whicn I disagroe with thome

Georgo Turner, Yostorday's
193,

[%ong Fober & Fabozg

¥oeeths third in @ series of nounls concornine

he reconstructed warld of the twenty-first
antury. On Earth the aims of the Ethical
Culture first deseribed in Beloved 3on (1G70)
and in Vaneglory (1981) arc uncez fire from
thinking mung and an oxirTeordinary eusriment
is deosloreg to oxanine the roal naturaes of tho
despiser ancestors whe hed ruincd SIS o U
with violunce ang greed. feeding to assass the
psychology of vinlenco ot first hond, today's
ron = the nen of the twenly-first contucy -
reeroate e Now Culnea wartin:
1842-1945, and sit tack to ouscnvoe Duman natioe

in the raw.” ~ from tho dust Jaclot.

i
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The story is told in a spars, no-words-

waszted style, and Turner manages to oot in
a great many dins 2% prosent-day soclety and
its trendy opinicns, aspecizlly as rsgards
Phumon nature™ and the sunpesed ethics of
nilitary personnal. He hes drawn on bis
perschial expae- riences in New Culnea ouring
Il This ;ook i especially interesting ia

reau just & g Turnexr's memoirts, in
which he discusses the genesis of the back.

1 think hc mokes some very oood points on
issues uhich arve not accepted by many anti-uar
activigte and many feminists who view all
military men with suspicion, seeing them as
symbols of theo mache violence sthic. Turner
demonstrates that it's not that simple, and in

s0 dulrn he shous iow cne can make a shronn
stotement of cpinicn in fiction withoutb
stooping to polumic,
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Eric spent much of August at my place,
cetching up on fanac while I went to worl. It
was very pleasant having him around, especially
since we weren't under each other's feet all
day.

September wasn't a very merorable month.
Very buey, thouoh - I spent a lot of time
vori<ing in the yard, partly beceuse it was a
nica change from all the writing and editing I

s ooing at work. 3y the tims October arrived,
I uas badly in meed of a2 holiday.

Tt started with Paranciacon, 2 small
relaxacon held in a2 suburb of Sydney. Py back
had been giving me such trouble (cramns in the
right leg this time) that I hed to ask Eric to
come down on the train and drive wme back to
Sydnev. (If we hadn't needad the car, I
wouldn't have bothered, just taicen the bus.)
Several long-unseen friends shoueo up at the
cony, and 1 indulged in my once-a-year bout of
dancing - in this case; to the music of Rocky
Horror (Eric fled, saying the amplification
hurt his eers). A pleasant weekend.

Gn Monday (a holicay in NSWl), we wont to
Keith and Laura Curtie' place for lunch. I'd
never seen the famous Curtis bock collection
bafore, and Keith treated us to a vander
through various fascinating volumes, cofiplote
with commentary. The food and wine were good
too. Mfluch later than expected, wz finclly drovs
of f into the sunset to €ric's house

Fortunately we'd booked for a 4 pm flicht
on Tuecday, giving us plenty of time to repack
anc cateh the train into Sydney to cateh the
planz. e vere mot in Mackay by Learine Froahm
and spent the night ot her plece, catching =2
bus the next day to Airlic Beach (a2 mainland
resort town from which boats donart for the
Whitsunday Islands), whers we spent 10 days.

There we had a very nice scli-contained
{kitchen & bath) room, but next door was & loud
Ydieco® type restaurant every nicht, so Iric
dicn’t get as much slecp as he wantad (I had my
earplugs, so I hardly noticed). Uc went sailing
suovcral days on o catamaran and a trimaran. e
alsoc campod for two nights (dropped off and
picked up by one of the sailbosts): wnr had
intanded to go to one of the islands, bul gale
force winds that day forced us to bhe dropped
off on an othcrwise-inaccessible beach on the
mainland instcad. (Tt was tho only day tho sca
wesn't almost dead calme )

te discovored a celightful scafood
restaurant and ate there throe nighis; wish wo
could have affordzd mora. Ouerall, the holiday
was great, desnite o few minor disestors like &
bus drivers' strike whon uwe wantcd to leave

Airliz Beach and go to Townsville. The weatiher
was ideal, and the tourist crowds had all gona
home.

We hired a car to get to Tounsville
(secretly plessed aonut thz bus strike as us'd
vanted to hire a car but isn't really want to
spent the money) and staved & days with friends
of ming there. I got to sec several old friencs
(not meny are left in ths arca) and dragged
Eric arounc to show him places 1'd lived and
other scenic wonders. Then wo drovz back to
Mackay and stayed 3 more nights with the Frahm
family before flying hoine. On October 17 Kerry
ang Leanne helped Eric and me celvorate my 10th
anniversary in Australia at a local restaurant,
and the next day Leanne cdrov2 us to a nearby
rainforast park for lunch.

Hitchicock would have loved it. Leanne went
bird-watching, whilc the birds sat on the tross
and watched Zric and I read books. Une
kooltaburra kept swooping down over the table
from his perch, narrowly missing my hair each
time. Little did we know then whst he was up
to. When Leanne returnod, we set out the lunch
supplies and began to eat. A Teu minutes later,
the kockaburra swooped doun, snatchod a
half-breast of chicken frofi'lganne’s plate -
right from under her nose - and fleuw of f. Ghe
was ot amused,

On Friday the 19th ve f1ew back tec Sydrey,
and took the train to IZric’s. Saturday festured
an emergency trip to the dentist to have two of
Eric's teeth extracted (no doubt he'll describe
this in more detail in his own frnzine), and I
finally drove nome that afternnon. Sunday was
spent mowing tho knec-high laun and doimg other
datwestic chores. T discovorod that the final
bit of my Lazk fence had boen ronlaced wnile I
was avay. The place is slowly beginning to
shapa ug.

finou apparontly erjoycd horself in my
abscnice; shz stayed with a friend down tho
streat. She distinguished noerself by catching
tuo mice as well as a birds they forgave her
the bird and s2id she was welcome to visit
zgain.
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