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This time by Alison Cowling. This woman looks like a survivor, but one who
prefers a musical instrument to a weapon (okay, she carries a knife, but
self-defense is sensible). I like to think of her as a tough person who doesn't
take any shit off anybody, but who only fights when she has to, and then does
a good job. So she's lost an eye -- you ought to see what her attacker looks
like. (I'd love to know what Alison's story is...)

AN APOLOGY

Lastish I credited a piece of artwork on page 32 to Roelof Goudriaan. The
drawing was actually by John Playford (who also did the cover), and I have

no explanation for the mixup! Just incompetency... My apologies to John,

but no promises that it won't happen again. Typing up the credits before doing
the actual pages, doesn't help. This time I'll put the credits on the last page;
perhaps then I'll get it right.
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EPITORIAL

This is the first issue usinz the new
Even with microelite type

having difficulty fitting everything
in. The lettercol is the section to
suffer this time, After the rape
essay and all the feedback, I felt it
was absolutely necessary to have

a somewhat lighter piece to balance
things out. After that, there was
not much room left,

The last six weeks or so have been
rather eventful, not all of it fun.

My parents left on April 28 to return
to America. On the 30th I was on
my way to Faulconbridge whea my
car died on the freeway just outside
a place called Campbelltown. Well,
it at least picked a fairly convenient
spot, as Campbelltown is on the
train line to Sydney and also the bus.
That night, after getting a tow and
determining that nothing whatsoever
would be done about the car until
Monday, I phoned Eric who drove
down to rescue me. Monday I got
hom by a combination of train and
plane, and two weeks later the car
was ready to be collected. 1 ended
up having the engine reconditioned,
at vast expense. The most incon-
venient thing about the whole epidode
was that I had the entire issue of
Wrevenge #6 in the car, expecting
to'collate it over the weekend. It

‘$fayed in the car for 2 weeks. ..one

of the more imaginative reasons
for a late issue that I've heard.

Twice I've advertised for someone
to rent my spare room, ard failed
to find anyone ~ui’-ble who was in-
terested. Having shifted an amaz-
ing amount of fannish paper out of
the room and rearranging my bed-
room plus the lounge, T am a bit
annoyed. Meanwhile I got the roof
fixed, and the damaged ceiling in
the spare room repainted, and my
homeowner's insurance paid for it.

I also attempted to get the side fence
replaced, but of three contractors I
phoned, none seemed at all interested
in quoting for the job. Other renova-
tions have been dealt a blow by the car
repairs' dent in my savings, but we
continue to scheme, price things, and
change our mind, ..

At work I'm into a busy season, work-
ing onthe Annual Report (bullying peo-
ple into writing their bits) as well as
putting out a bimonthly magazine.
Today I got two items I've been nagging
about for almost a year: a hew termin-
al, in two pieces so the screen can be
set higher and the keyboard lower, as
ar. aid to my back; and a small table

as a work surface and place to put the
microfiche reader. Jjust in time, too
-- I like to spread out over all avail-
able surface (including the floor)

when putting together something as
complex as an Annual Report,

Winter has arrived in Canberra, and
with it frosty nights and clear cool
days (typical daytime highs are about
149C (you Yanks can work that out for
yourselves). As longas it's not too
windy, it's very pleasant. But at 8
am, bicycling to work is a bit rough.
['ve been trying to ride as often as
possible (two weeks on the bike while
the car was in for repairs rather got
me in the habit and I don't want to ..
slack off again). I'mn also swimming
at least once a week at lunchtime,

and playing soft:-all usually twice a
week, so -—etting a bit fit. It's a

good feeling. In fact I did a lot of
leaf raking and dirt-shoveling the

last couple weekends, and my back
held up very well, so all the exercises
(including the Canadian Air Force
10BX every morning) must be helping.

Last Saturday I voted in my first
election since becoming an Australian
citizen. I considered it delightfully
ironic that it was an even more
irrelevant election than usual, being



for the House of Assembly of the
Australian Capital Territory. The
ACT does not have self-government;
. the House of Assembly merely
"advises'' the Minister for the
Capital Territory, who generally
ignore the advice unless it happens
to coincide with what he thinks any-
way, or is on a topic he doesn't
care about (the latter generally being
of no political importance one way
or the other)., The campaign was
enlivened by the usual assortment

of silly candidates, this time calling
themselves the Deadly Serious Party.
They put o:t some absolutely delight-
ful hoax campaign literature and one
actually polled fairly well, having
nad the sheer luck to be first on the
ballot paper. The Right to Life did
a good job of telling me who art to
vote for by publishing a list of
those candidates who opposed
women's right to choose. And the
environmentalists really outdid
themselves. Last year there was

a referendum in Tasmania to decide
which of two sites to use for a new
dam. Many people objected because
"No dams'' was not an option, and

a large percentage (over 357% I think)
wrote ''No Dams'' on their ballot
papers. This did not count, of
course, but it did get a great deal
of publicity. So the environmental-
ists in the ACT urged Canberra
voters to support the Tasmania

that it would not invalidate our other
votes, but would show how much
support the issue has (the official
talliers would not record those ''votes'
but the scrutineers did; about 40% of

ballot papers said ''No Dams").
et

To return for a moment to this issue;
I recommend another special fanzine
on rape, Kolvir, August 1978. Editod
by Tim Daniels and Gil Fitzgerald,
this Black Hole Inc puilication doesn't
have an address on it (but then the
address would probably be o1t of date
now anyway, so I suppose it doesn't
really matter). Section headings are:
Exploding the Mythos of Rape; What
do Women Really Want?; What's a
Little Rape Between Friends?; The
Victims; and Gut Feelings. 121 pages.
If you can find a copy, it's well worth
reading. My copy was given to me by
my friend Chris Callahan, who has

an article in it on Rape & Myths in

Recent SF.
e sk

This whiole business of male attitudes
towards women was brought home to
me again last night when I gave a lift
to a stranded (male) motorist in the
pouring rain and he showed his grati-
tude (?) by attempting to fondle my
leg. He got an elbow in the bicep for
his efforts, and fortunately quit. His
comment? '"You don't like that, huh?"
i:oov DARE men.be so.presumptuous?-

Wilderness Society by writing '"No
Dams' on our ballots, in such a way

In indignation, I legve you to:(?) enjoy
this issue of Wrevenge. ..
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'flegal changes.’

. 'particular, .
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THE POLITICS OF RAPE

Rape hds begn in the news a lot late-
1y, bec itce of confeteuces and draft

the complexity of people's opinions_'
on male-female. telationships in gen-:
eral, and on sex and sexuality in .
In this paper I will
discuss the following points:

1) Social conditioning of both males
end females gets the scene for
rape to occutr -

2) Historically, rape was a ‘property.
crime, and similar attitudes
persist today

3) Rape is about power, not sex

The material in this essay 4o support= . -
ed by research 1nc1uding ‘these ‘works: -

Paul R, Wilson, The Other Side of

Rape, University of Quee*sland
Press, 1978.

Susan Brownmiller, Against Our_ Will: -
ggg, Wopen and . Rape, Penguin Books,
5. '

Anne Summers, Dammed Whores and’ God's
Police, Penguin Books, 1975. '

(There are’ quite a few more books and
articles on the subject, but I have.
not read them; they are referenced in
the above :-books.) .

A Definition

The legal. definition of rape varies
slightly among ‘the Australian States,
but generally it is, "Any person who
has carnal knowledge 6f & woman:or
girl, not his wife, without her’ con--
sent, or with her consent, 1f the:
consent is obtained by Iorce, by
means of threats or 1ntinﬁdation of |
any kind, by means of false or ‘fraud-
ulent representations, or (in the
cage of a married woman) by impersom-
ating her ‘Husband."

Defenee against the charge of rape

is uaually based on the womdn's hav-
ing "consented". The victim's past
sexual history is often presented:-as
evidence of her consent. This arises
from srevailing community attitudes
towards the proper roles of males and.
females, in sexual relafﬂ:ue and 1in
society as a whole. And ndte that

most rape laws exenpt ‘husbands (even : -

when .the couple ig separated). Legal

'__changes are directed at removing the

onus on women to prove they did not

.

.to be raped.
‘'women around who have these desires,

by-Jean'Weber

uconsent,,to npoc&!ically digallow use
' of a woman's.pagt sexual higtory (ex~
I believe rape is. a = -
very misundetstoqd ptime, because of .

cept in certain instances), to btoaﬂ-
en acts of rape to include other than

e;penis-in—vagina, and to grade the
. offense according to the amount of
- force used, or whether weapons used.

Also to cover homosexual rape under
the same law, 2

Asgumptiong about MEn,'WOmen and Sex

Many people still believe that women
enjoy violence in sex, want to be dom-
inated by a "real man", or even want
No doubt there are-a few

just as there are male masochists who
enjoy being beaten up. However,such:

"people are definitely a minority, and

hardly typical, normal,’ or_necesaarily -

" healthy in their outlook.

Our society teaches us that men should
be aggressive, dominant, and take the
initiative in male/femsle relation-
ships, even when it does not support '
or condone phyaical violence. Some

. segments of Australian society do-

: support violence, in the. view that
.- "real man" keeps his woman .in line,
. with a few ‘slaps in the face (or

- elsewhere) if necessary.

Women and girls are taught to be sub-
missive, passive, and not to take the
initiative;. they are also taught to

‘use "feminine wiles" to trap and keep

a man, and various. subcle and not<so-
subile ways to use sex as a weapon,
or a bargaining point. '

Many men and women do not nccept
there polarised views of men and
women today, at least not: consciously,
put: unfottunately wnany do. .

Both men and women often seem to-:».
asuume that the man must “talk (?)
the woman into sex", because of the

“folklore that she is passive and he -

takes the initiative. Folklore also
tells us that women often say 'no"
when they want to be "talked into 1it."
This .was certainly true when I was a
teenager, when "nice girls didn't",
even when they wanted to; so if the
guy talked you into it, you could
soothe your comscience. WNo doubt

this is still a problem for many girls
and women, particularly those from '
strict religious backgrounds. And a
girl who takes the initlative is pre~
sumed to want it all the time!




Women as Prqperty

Susan Brownmiller gives us a. very use- '

ful historical look at the legal crime
of rape over the centuries. - It is
clear that, in the past, rape was a
preperty orime. .

Thig is hardly surprising, because
women were property under the law,
until this century in many countries.
A female was the property of her
father .until she married, when she
became. the property of her husband.

In ancient Babylon, and in wany other
societies since, women were purchased
as wives by paying a “bride price" to
their fathers. If an unwed womén
were raped, her value was diminished
(she was damaged goods) -and the rap-
ist could be put to death while the
victim was considered guiltless. A
married woman who was raped, shared
the rapist's guilt; the crime was
congidered adultery regardless of the
circumgtances and both persons could
be put to death.

Hebrew sbciety'held omuch the same
views on rape, and the purchase of
brides, with the exception that a
virgin was considered guilty if the
rape took place within the city (she
should have called for help) but not
1f she were outside the city or work-
ing in the fields. In the latter
case, the rapist had to pay the bride
price to her father, and the twc were
required to marry. Except if she
were already betrothed, in which case
he was stoned to death and:she went
unpunished (although probably sold
later as a concubine).

In the Middle Ages, females were
allowed to inherit property 1f there .
were no male heirs, but a landed
heiress could not marry without per-:
mission of her overlord, uader penalty
of losing her inherited fortune. How-
ever, if a man "stole" an heiress and
marrieéd her, he could obtain her pro-
perty; this practice was specifically
made illegal in the 15th century.

In the 13th century, a raped virgin
could "save" the rapist by marrying
him (chstration and blinding were
typical -punishments for rapings vir-
gins ' in those days). -At-the:end of .. .
the 13th.century, the Statutes of

Westminster extended the law to cover.

the forcible rape of married wcren as
well as virgins, with no difference
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in punishment to offending males, and
the custom of "redemption through
marriage" was. abolished.

Of course most of these considetacions
applied only to females of the proper-
tied classes, The courts rarely both-
ered with commoners and, in fact,
noblemen raped peasant women ~ partice
ularly those on their own estates -
without fear of prosecution.

Tn feudal Europe, there was a custom
of giving the manorial lord the right
to take the virginity of the bride of -
any one of his vassels or serfs wnless
the bride and groom paid a tribute to
prevent this.

I've gone on at some length oh the
past legal anpzcts of rape for two -
reasons: first, because I found the
details so fascinating; and second,
because Ithink these historical atti-
tudes are very much still with us,
although 1n modified forms,

One other aspect needs to be mention—
ed: rape in war. Susan Brownmiller
goes into great detail:on this topic, "
just as she does:on women as ptoperty,
but it boils down to this:. :

Most sociecties, when waging war on -
their neighbours, considered women
as one of the legitimate spoils of
war, to be used (raped) at will by
the conquerers. In fact, one way of
getting even with male rivals, was
to rape their women.

Modern. Attitudes

Few men in our society today, of
course, would express a belief in
women—-as~-property, nor would they
probably be conscious of thinking of
women that way. But there seems to
be still the attitude that 1f a. sex-: ..
ually active woman doss not belong

to one man, she is - or should be -~ i+
available to all men. That is, 1f a_
woman is not “chaste" (1.e. virgin ‘
or married), she is a slut.

1 personally have met several Cwell—:su-
educated) men who were very indignant -
that 1 did not wish to have sex with -
them, when they knew I have sex with. -
other men. Their attitude seemed to -
be, how dare I refuse them? Of cpurse
they were feeling rejected, and they
could not face that. Many of my. :
female friends have had similar exper-
{ences. Then tHezs 18 the opposite .



know whether

mapy people's minds. .
‘caten that most: wes {end women,, too)
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situation, wihere if a woman is living
with a man, other men won't have any-
thing to do with her; they respect
‘the firgt man's "property rights".

There is also tiie practice, still com—
mon, of seducing or raping someone's
wife or girlfriend to punish him for
somg real or imegined slight, -

S0, . things. are coapliicated. Societal

-attitudes (conscious and unconscious)

make heterocexual relarions tricky
for both soxes. KEow is a man to

the woman want3 to be
seduced or not, when she 1s rcluctant?

Many men I knuw arve very worried about
the igsue of "consent" to sexual in-
tercourae, facring that women will be
more ‘likely to faLsely accuse men of
raove, if coacent is not en iesue. To
me this indicctes iust how grey is the
area between "seductica" . end rape in
It alsc indi-

think rapc is about gex or lust,

S0 1 can sywmpathise with men wuo are
concerned that they (or other men)
igut be falsely accused when the
young. woman hhs sé¢cond thOuohts, or
her parents find cut, But that is
quitz a different thing from a man
vho beats up a woman vho has said no

~ and yet many juries don't convict

repists -+ en when the victim has
nearly been murderad -.because she
"conzeated" (after having been -beat~
en, and fcaring for her life) and
there were no witnesses ~ presumably
the juries think she enjoys violence,
it turans her on! There 1s the third
&rea, In be;wnen theae two, where
the ‘woman "consents" out of fear of
violence, becausge the men 1s bigger
and sfronger than she. If there are
no witnesses, it is only her word
against his ‘that he threatened her,
espéeially 1f there was no knife or
other weapon. How can she prove he
threatencd her? Another bit of folk-
lore tells us that rape is the most
hotrible thipg that can happen to a '
women, so 1if she does not scream and.
fight, despite threats and poseibly
the pregsence of a weapon, 1if she is
not beaten to within a centimetre of
her.life, she must have consented,
and therefore the men is innocent.

The other factor heavily used in
defence of. stccured rapists, is the
past gexual history of the woman.

Here the wonman is effectively put on
trial rather than the rapist.  k If she
was neither a virgin or a chaste mar-
ried woman, particularly if she is
known to have had sexual relations
with several men over a period of
time, her testimony is unlikely to be
velieved. This goes back to the idea
that 1f a woman does not belong to
one man, che belongs to all. It is a
view derived from relipion and the
historical ¢

Rzpe is about Power, not Sex

Irrerviews with repe vietims, ¢speci-
ally those who have not reported the
rape to police, show that the most
common factor is the expression of
power and, often of hate and/or com-
tempt Zo7 women, on the part of the
rgpist.

A man does uot need to nﬁvaicaliy o
bagh a woman to force hzr to have aex
with him; he Coes not necescarily
even have to mzke her telieve he will
»ash her.  There are meny other forms
of power wiich men often have ovex
women: for instance, economic power
(he could be lier boss and threaten to
sack her).

In a more subtle form, the fear of
rape (and bash’ng or murder) serves
to keep women from living as they
wish., It is dangerous to walk at
night in most cities, for both men
and woimen. But if a man 1s bashed
and robbed, a jury will not consider
he wanted to be robbed (they might
«hink him stupid for putting himself
in that situation, but it will be no
defense for -the thief). UHowever, a
women walking alone at night is often
consider d to be "asking for 1t"” and.

replist acquitted ~- though her con-
tribution was no more than that of a
man's in similar citcumstances.
stupidity at worst. '

So, because we think repe is about
sex, women must be guardisns of theit
“"yirtue”, Women are accusel of.' en—
ticing" rape if they wear certain
types of clothing ~ usually whatever
is the fashilon that year, So a woman
nust seriously consider whether vhat
she wears in public can be used, again-
st her., Women have the burden. ;o G
protect themselves when it is men who
comlt the crime. ,To me, this indi-

cates another use of power, . not by .

us of woizcn as property.



individual men but by society in gen-
eral, to keep women in a state of
-fear,. It is a process of Intimida-
tion. Police and legal procedures
reinforce this intimidation, by
effectively putting the woman on
-trial, first in taking evidence for
commital, then in the trial itself.
The man's sexual history 1is not ad~
miscable, though he may have raped
many women in the past. So women
are intimidated from living autono~
mous lives, and then from reporting
a rape, much less making a court
case, except in the most extreme
circumstances.

Myths end Misunderstandings

The traditional picture of the
tapist is: a monstrous figure,
lraping from the bushes, or of a
different race and/or of a lower
socio~economic group, and if he's
not one of the above, definitely
drunk. The pilcture suggests uncon—~
trollable gz2xual urge, yet a large’
percentage of vapes are premeditated,

Where do rapes take place? About
half of the rapes about which infor-
mation is available (most not report-
ed to police) take place at home:
either in the victim's home or the
rapist's home. Approximately one
quarter take place in a car, and

the ‘remdiader outside or in some
other place

VWho are the raplsts? Two sets of
figures are available for Australia:
Paul Wilson's survey of unreported
rape, and figures from the Sydney
Rape Criais Centre.

Person Wilson  RCC
Father ' . 10%Z  10%
Other relatives 117%
Member of family _ 152
Spouse, partner ' 9%

Lover, friend ) 16% 17%
Caspal acquaintance 9%
Hitchhiking : - 6% 8%
Stranger , 33% 30%
Unstzted 7% 8%

Most rapists are known to their
victims and, in fact, may be trusted
by then, which is why a woman may
find herself in a rape situation.
She may not have, realised she was
in. danger.

What weapons do rapists use? In
Paul Wilson's study, 10% of victims

"knives,

were threatened with weapons, usually
90% of rapists did notuse
weapons, but 30% used their fists,

and 30% threatened to use fists.

Rape is not copfined to one class.
Convicted rapists are more likely to
be from the lower socio-economic group
not because of the propensity of that
group to rape, but because of the
nature of our judicial system. Thete
is no evidence to suggest that ohe
race rapes more than another. =

- What are the Sglutions?

There are no easy solutions, of course.
Legal changes are coming, and they are
extremely necessary and ioportant,; but
not sufficient.

The big changes need to be in society's
attitudes towards male/female relation-
ships. A society that can laugh at a =2
"ioke"” like "when rapc is inevitable,

l1ie back and enjoy it" has obviously.

misged the entire point, that women

ds not enjoy being forced into sex,

and that rape is in fact not sex, but

a demonstration of power by one person

over another. :

Men who enjoy seducing_women, but_vho
would rot force themselves upon women,
need not fear false accusations if
they take what women say at face value,
rather than being atrogant and agsum-
ing they know what wowmen "really" want
(even when they might be right!). Both
men and women must learn more respect
for each other ' '

Women need to stOp accepting their

husband's bashings, to report sexual —
harassment at work to unions or man ge-

ment, to stop feeling guilty or res~ -
ponsible for men's inability to con~

trol themselves, to stop allowing

themselves to be victimised, and to.

be honest with themselves about their

own sexual needs. -

Men must learn to treat women as people,
to accept the changing roles of women
and men in society, to deal with their
own enotions instead of denying them,

to accept what women say at face value,
and to express feelings in ways other
than anger.

It will not be easy.

This paper ‘was first published in the
October 1980 mailing of ANZAPA, and
subsequently in APPLESAUCE; also dis-‘_
tributed jxformally. 11/9/80
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INSTANT FEEDRACK

(Somre of the responses to the pre-
ceding article, which appeared in
one of the apas in which it was orig-
inally piblished, ANZAPA and
APPLESAUCE)

(Jack Herman), , ,you've talked very little about
the politics of rape and a2 lot about the somology of
the crime..,I cannot dis.gree with much in the
first couple of pages of the plece. The dkfinition
seems fair, the assumptions about sex obviously do
exist and the history is quite reasonable although
you gloss over the most numerous area of rape -
women as spoil of war, On the latter, I concur that
the property thing was an influence as was the need
for the soldier to reinforce his victory over the
enemy by despofling his women,

I'm not sure of the efficacy of the assertion of the
modern attitude:towards chaste and loose women, .,
I 'am prepared to believe that there are men whose
attitude is that if she will put out for him she
should do so for me! Do you class as rape, by the
way, women who are pressured into sex with their

boyfriend's friends? ((Yes-JHW))

.o .after 24 pages I was going right along with you
until you blandly asserted that rapeis about POWER
not SEX, If mauy rapists express hate and/or con-
tempt for women this may arise out of a frustration
arising from their own lack of success with women,
Many cases of rape arise from an attempt to express
a forbidden passion: father for daughter, brother for
sister, uncle for nl.ce etc, In most of these cases
the power relationship is fairly clearly established
and there is no need for a rape to establish it,
Similarly in a marrlage, the pow-r relationship can
easily be expressed in terms of overt violence short
of rape and often is, The rape is the sexual expres-
sion of some built-up frustration arising from inade-
quate sexual information, inadequate sexual success,
or presence of some 'forbidden flower', ‘In this -
way, I see.rape.asa quintessential sexual crime;
not one of power, o '

[ really see no proof in your a!tlcle to ba.ck up your
assertion that rape is about power, - That'50% of

rapes occur in the home where power relationships
are established s evidence to lead us away from
the POWER conclusxon and towards a sexual oune,

((To Jack 1 replied: the examples or reasoning you
use'to suggest a seX motive are much the same"
examples or reasoning { use to support my thesis

that it's a power motive. Sex is part of the power
relationships in the home, if the man forces sex
upon his wife (or any.relative upon any other),
True, he may feel sexual desire, I'm not discotinting
that, but to force the fulfillment of that desfre on -
someone who may not want it (at a given time any-
way), or who may feel powerless to prevent it, is
a misuse of power, How can you think it is not?
The same holds for other situations where the woman
aud the. rapist know each other, even if not in the
same housej:old :or even in stranger-rape: the -
rapist iray feel lust or desxre, but fulfilling that

lust or desire by force is power. --JHW))

Jack later replied: I've been thinking more about
your rape article, . ,the more thought I put into it,
the less I am able to fully differentlate between
the power aspect and the sexual aspect,,,it scems
to be a moot point to argue which is the more im-
portant, although the aspect of power relationships
underlies most inter-personal dealings in our
society and is of incredible importance.

(Christine Ashby)...Although I am aware intellectually
that rape is all about power, what I cannot comprehend
is the connection between aggression and sex, How
can a man be sexually aroused by the sight of a whimp-
ering victim? I'm not talking about pcychopaths,
because most rapists aren't, they're quite sane, Is my
imagination deficient? PornOgraphers (and-others)
would have us believe that women 4re supposed to be
turned on by the thought of being’ victims, but I can't
comprehend that either.,,

(Sally Beasley). .1 cannot disagree with your article
on rape, only add that the social attitudes towards
rape are tremendously damaging, I counselled a 13-
year-old girl who had been raped by 2 strangers and
saw herself as responsible for the rape because she'd
accepted a lift, was wearing ‘older' clothes, etc,

It took her over a year to get over the experience
sufficiently to relate freely to males again, The rap-
ists weren't even charged with rape, only carnal
k~owledge, and they were given a year's probation -
when they were finally sentenced, a year after the rape,

(John Newman). . .Having established that, at least
in many cases, rape is about power, it must then be
true that it is power; and power—play, that needs to
be controlled, Men do not need to ‘ieam to treat
women as people’. ‘In general, men (and women)
play the same power games with all others, but in
cross-sexual conflict this (sometimes) takes the form
of rape while,: when between those of the same sex,
it may find expression:&s physical, economic or
verba{attnck or somé .other anti-social behaviour.

Your example of a woman beln% raped by a man
getting even with her lover is {llustrative here, for
that rapist is treating the woman as a person, The
same way he is treating her lover as a person, at least,

Similarly, the ‘men who.enjoy seducing women' in .
many cases are men who have come to terms with . .
the dreary, irritating fact that 50 many women enjoy

the power game of saying 'no' when no is no longer

the intent,

Certainly, both men and women could do a lot less
of assuming they know all about what each other want,




As you point out, to assume anyone 'wants' to be
dominated may well be true, but will generally
be arrogant wish-gratification,

Perhaps we will know that the problem is solved
when 13 year old girls are no longer obnoxious, no
longer proud and arrogant with the lmowledge of
their developing value on the sexual commodities
market,

Finally, if the feeling a man is bound up with is
anger, what he (and everyone else) needs is a way
to express it as anger, not (for instance) as sex or
domination.

(Diane Fox),..Agree about the power-rather-than-
sex; after all,lfprostitutes would not be all that dif-
ficult to find if a man simply wanted some casual
sex, For that matter, if physical relief was all that
was needed, masturbation. ould be “nough. Many
men who commit rape already have abundant means
to have sex with a willing partner, and might even
have ordinary sex more often than the average man,
Many are married, or have a girlfriend, etc,

(Eric Lindsay)...I am not at all sure that I am in
any way qualified to comment on your long, and
obviously well thought out article on the politics
of rape. I obviously have relatively little interest
in the topic, since I am highly unlikely to be
either victim or offender, and am not a feminist,
Politically an ararchist, I take it as a truism that
groups try to obtain power, and include in this
remark a very wide range of groups,

The descriptive aspects of your article seem to
indicate that many problems occur from the restric-
tive definitions of rape, Assuming that you have
any laws at all, I would think it better to eliminate
any reference to rape, or indeed to sexual offerces,
and concentrate on a constant factor in crimes
against the person, That factor is violence, or the
threat of violence, This would also tend to render
pointless any previous history of sexual relations,
and any present relationship between the parties
(such as husband/wife), If violence is used against
a person, they would have a right to proceed at
law, Same situation if a threat of violence occurs,

Naturally, a person charging assault, after being
subject to rape, must themselves be valued, at law,
as being something other than themselves merely
property. You do make the point that women were,
and are, often regarded as pro . Legally so in
the p- =*,’_. e fcrﬁ.cgiountries?r ’Fzr:gme e)%taez: still
80 in some aspects of laws, even in the West, And
to a large extent, as sexual property of some man
in socia% situations,

Given that it is difficult to rapidly change attitudes,
I suspect that changes in the law will have a rela-
tively minor effect on the incidence of rape. Better
laws may make convictions more likely, and per-
haps also encourage more rape victiins to complain,
and this seems a worthwhile change, No doubt the
people at women's refuges would have a good idea
of how mauny rape victims actually lodge complaints
with the police; I would suspect about one in four,

None of the ah~ve, of course, touch upon the
assertion that rape is really about power more than
sex,

In a time of unemployment, it certainly is likely

that bosses would be able to pressure women,
LikeWise, women have often been accused, in

courts (read the papers) of encouraging rapists
because of what they wear, It seems salutary to

remind oneself that what a person wears is objective,
however what an onlooker makes of that is subjective,
If I see a woman who looks attractive, that attractive-
ness is something that exists solely in my conscious-
ness; it does not mean that the woman set out to

attract me (she may have done 50, or she may have

set out to attract someone else, or she may be

totally unaware that her garb could be considered
attractive - her reasons are not material to the matter, )

None of the above, nor your article, touch the solu-
tion to the problem, and that solution is not simply
to change attitudes (although changed attitudes are
certainly the most desired long term solution). The
question is, what can women do to protect them-
selves, since they can not rely upon either the law,
nor changed attitudes,

(Leanne Frahm), ..l wonder if perhaps you might have
decided your conclusion, and then worked your evi-
dence to fit--it's a common enough practice nowadays.
And I wonder if perhaps 'power’ is no more the cause
of rape than 'jealousy' is the cause of murder--

it's one cause, but there might be as many causes

for rape as there are for murder.

What set me along this train of thought was watching
my eight-year-old son watching tv--hardly suitable,
but one of those comedies that involve the ubiquit-
ous dumb blonde stripping to her bra, He clutched
his genitals, and said, half- d and half-com-
plaining, "That makes my penis pop up'’

Now that's not a learned response. He's never been
in the company of naked men popping their penises
at a blue movie, (Or maybe he has -~ must ask his
father,) What he was responding to is an ages-old
instinct of survival through random and indiscriminate
breeding, an instinct that most men are bom with,

It's been one of the strictures of civilization that men
learn to control, if not the reflex, at least the sub-
sequent action. This must be one of the strongest
social conditionings which society applies to a person,
for which we are truly grateful, but it is not always
complied with.

A ra?m is a person in whom this conditioning fails,
Why:

And another why., Why do women regard rape as such

\ W
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a degrading crime? - What makes a bashing easier
to cope with than.a rape which may not injure her
physically at all? What is there about rape which
is so repellent to the victim? Logic fails me on
that, I just know it is. But:an understanding of this
question might help an understanding of ripe itself,

So. I believe, asyou do, that there are two types
of rape -- the premeditated and the unpremeditated
--but we differ in that I ascribe many causes to a
man's dismissing of his conditioning,

In the second,:the unpv-emedn:ated excitement,
anger, alcohol can all be contributmg causes for _
the social conditionmg to fail, The first two are °
primitive emotions; and very strong, and the third
has a primitising_effect on the emotions. As such,
they can be strong enough to overthrow artificial
couditioning, comparable to the overthrowing of
conditionin'g that allows 2, person to murder,

With premedxtated rape, we're getting kinkier, In-
this case, a rapist decides conscxously that the pleas-
ure he gets from the sex act is more important than
social mores, and power over his victim can cer-
tainly motivate one type of rapist, Plain old lust,
and nobody to share ‘it with, can motivate another,
Another might feel that by forcing intercourse on a

woman, he'll have tied her to him emotionally, and"

that she'll like hxm back, And so on,

But basxcally, the 17-ist needs to express his sexual-
ity before any of these suppositions can be fulfilled.

1 also disagree with the teno. of your = ti e, in

that it smacks too much of plamtwe innocence,
Women cannot be totally absolved, especially today,
and hére, from the state of the §cccefy

*I wouldn't do this naked centrespread if it weren't
tas**fully done," she simpers, wide eyes on the
camera, tcstefully stroking her labia, And pop!

-Up goes another penis that stays up,

You state, “Women have the burden to protect them-
selves when it is men who commit the crime, " (the
same argument applies, incidentally, to all victims
of any crime, anywhere,) But like it or not, we're
all sending sexual signals, positive and negative,

to each other, whether ~onsciously or unconsciously,
as is the lady above, Don't forget that women are
also being protected by the 99, 99995% of men who
don't commit rape, despite the flagrant signals some
women transmit,

(I disagree that men are ccnditioned to control
their sex urges; in many cases they are conditioned
to exploit women to satisfy these urges. The urges
are natuaal; what society teaches us to okay to do
about those urges is another matier, ,.,Many sub-
cultures in our own socizty (never mind other soc-
ieties) teach boys and men that women are to be
dominated, and/or that females who do not belong
to one man, are avallable to all. Small wonder
men rape, - :

YOu: statistic is. much teo hlgh ‘I doubt even 95 per
cent of nop-rapist men would be realistic. Rape is
a vemy common occurrence, although much of it is
not legally rape in sorme states (eg rape in marriage).

And as for'the sex motive, see my remarks to Jack

Herman, --"7""

{Eric Lindsay responded a: 7~Ilows to Leanne's remarks
above): A more relevant question than asking why
soclal conditioning fails in the rapist, is to ask why

it succeeds in most men, I would propose that, out-
side a tribal situation, rape is the nomm, Over the
past few thousand years, the abnormal situation of

restraint has applied within the larger group of the
nation, however the widespread reporting of rape
during war seems to indicate that respect for persons
nommally applies only within a 'known' group, which
is now somewhat artificially extended to national

or even world groupings,

(David Grigg)...A possible solution, I fetl, is to
actually abandon efforts to try to define rape. Raj
as a crime should be abolished! In its place shou

be a wider definition of assault and bodily injury
that forcible intercourse would rank alongside being
bashed on the head, k.e- . in the groin or whatever.
Tecause of the emotxoﬂal turmoll is causes, however,
sexual assault should attract penalties like those for
causing ‘grevious bodily harm', But I don't think we
are ever going to abolish rape as an act -- you are
right about the power syndrome, Have you read any
of Legman's "Rationale of the Dirty Joke' ? He is
obviously a very twisted guy himself, but he suggests
that rape is revenge against women by sexually inse-
cure men, and that gang rape in particular is a form
of homosexuality--the gang rapist is really wanting
to screw the other men involved, and is merely using
the woman as a third party to do this. I'm not sure
I agree with that, but it is an interesting viewpoint,

{{Two of the most t-oughtful responses I received were
from women who had been vitims of rape or attempted
rape, which I am reprinting below, -- ))

(Vera Lonergan)...I'd never given it much thought
before, but you're right, rape isn't about sex or lust,
it is an expression of a man's power over what he
often considers an inferior being.,  The rapist is
often a man of low intellectual ability and little
imagination,

Liverpool has the hig'est incidence of rape in Australia,
and while I lived there and worked at Moorebank, I
met many girls who had suffered the horrid experience,
or who had girlfriends who had,

I worked with soldiers for a long time, and some of
them had distinctly odd attitudes to women, A lot




of those soldiers had served in Vietnam, and although
they rarely had to fight, most of their soldierly tasks
being confined to sentry duty, they followed the
example of the others, and unfeelingly raped any
local girl they could get their hands on, They didn't
even consider these girls to be human, they were
referred to as ' Monkeys'., A lot of the girls were
diseased and the rapists often became infected,
which caused them to despise the girls even more.
The local women were employed in menial tasks
around the camps, such as cleaiiing -~ the shower
blocks and latrines, and if one of these women were
cleaning out a latrina when a soldler wanted to use
it, she would either be kicked forcibly out of the
way, or pissed on, Apnarently none of the women
dared to complain, and this treatment continued

for years.

Although there were many deiin-uents in Liverpool,
I think a lot of the rapes there were done by : oldiers,
of which there were many companies stationed in
the area, I had two attem s made on me, ncither
of which succeeded, probably because I kept my
wits, The first one was at a dmimken party near a
river, hundreds of yards behind the OR's mess., A

b unch of girls from work had attended a party at
the Mess, and after closing hours, decided to join
some of the visiting scldiers down by the river,

I didn't want to go, but when I found one of my
very naive and virginal friends had gone, I went to
fetch her back, When I reached the spot, one of
the guys whom [ knew slightly, offered to show me
where she was, but when he started dragging me
towards the bushes near the river, I got the message,
and resisted. We were '0th pulling hard in opposite
directions, and hLe had fisn " .0ld on my arm so I
couldn't get away, so without thinking about it [
kicked him solidly in the balls. He doubled up, 1
grabbed cne of the more harmless guys who told me
the girl I was looking for had gone back to the
buildings ten miuutes previously, <o I made him
escort me back. '

On the way ~ack we came across my silly friend,
crying hysterically becase the fellow who'd tried
to grab me, had broken the strap of her real leather
handbag. He'd tried the same trick on her, and
she'd tried to hit him with her bag,

This guy was one of a bunch of CM from Adelaide
who had their annual camp at our depot, I'd gotten
to know a couple cf them fairly well over the years,
and they were basically nice guys. This particular
one was the younger brother of one of my friends,
he'd been in trouble before for rape in Adelaide,
and most of the other guys disliked him, yet none
of them atterm: *ed to stop him when he tried to
drag me off. They thought he was within his rights,
and that we deserved such treatment for being so
silly as to come down to the river,

A lot of soldiers seem to have this attitude that any
woman who places hersclf in an accessible situation,
has to be ‘asking for it', later the same year, I
was walking to Liverpool lateat night to post some
Christmas cards, when I was offered a lift by three
guys in a Volkswage:, Safety in numbers, I thought,
and jumped in, They had a carton of beer in the
back, said they were going to a party, and invited
me along. $So, after I'd posted the cards, I went
along. They drove out along Heathcote Road, and
into the Rifle Range, and I started talking. e
car stopped, two of the guys got out and went for

a walk, and I kept talking, After awhile the other
two came back, the one in the car exchanged
places with cae of the others, and still I kept talk-
ing. Those two came back and there was another
exchange, but Vera didn't stop talking, Then

those two came back and also got into the car, and
still I kept up the talk, Iraved on about work, my
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cats, my landlady, my family, my flat, work, etc,
etc, repeating myself constantly, but keeping up a
constant stream of friendly inance chatter, asking
questions, letting them know that I also worked for
the Army, pretending that I knew a couple of their
officers, and going on endlessly, After awhile they
all relaxed and joined in the conversation, then we
all drove home to my flat “: a cup of coffee,

I had been scared at first, but once I was sure that

I had the situation under control, I was able to
relax, and even enjoyed myself, There can't be
many girls who can talk their way out of a pack
rape. But as I said earlier, most rapists in fact
most soldiers, and these were Infantry, are dumb.
Cne of these guys called around several times
thereafter, and made a few half-hearted attempts
at seduction, but as I didn't find him attractive,
that didn't work., He tried to scare me once by tell-
ing me that they had planned to rape me that night,
but the silly fool never was able to figure out why
they had changed their minds, He thought I was a
nice friendly girl,

Neither of these attempts bothered me in the least,
I've told many people about them, and advised
them to act friendly and show no fear if they found
themselves in the same situation, but so far, none
of my friends has had to try it.

There was a further attempt on my virtue a few
years later, and that one scared me, and scared me
for a long time., It was just after I'd broken my leg,
I s+ill had the plaster cast on, and I'd gone otit one
evening on my crutc’ s to deliver some cosmetics

to a customer down the road. [ used to sell Holiday
Magic., 1 was coming back home when I was accost-
ed by a fellow I knew. His wife was one of my
customers, and was a cousin of my current iend.
We chatted for a while on the footpath, then he
walked me ~ me, and asked if he could come in

for a while, Ididn't mind, the accident had upset
me, and I was feeling very lonely, My boyfriend
appeared to have descrted me, and I was glad of
some company, We played cards and drank coffee
for awhile, when he € pressed to desire for something
stronger. I had some cheap Bradivino and offered
him that, but didn't take any myself, as I bad no
desire to get pickled while on crutches.

I think he'd been drinking earlier, and he soon
started making suggestive remarks. Apparently he'd
oroken up with his wife, and was bitter about her
throwing him out, and he'd been calling on his
mother~-in-law earlier to get her to intercede for him,
I tried to keep the conversation neutral, and appeared
to be succeeding. Then I had to go to the loo.

Using the toilet was a bit of a hassle on crutches and
with the jolly great cast which came almost up to my
crotch, but I had managed, and was just finished
when he walked into the bathroom, I jumped up,
dragging up my panties and slacks, thinking only

that he wanted to go himself, But before I could

grab my crutches which had been placed in the
corner, he picked me up and threw me onto the bed.
And when he tried to pull my slacks down, I started
crying and wailing for my mother, Auny other time,

I might have been able to keep control of the situ-
ation, but my self image had received a devastating
blow in the =zcciden:,

20 | oecamne cwaplewely hysterical, howied my
stupid head off, and completely lost control,

This sort of upset his plans too, and if he'd had an
erection, he certainly didn't have one now, and
my caterwauling was turning hin: off more, so he
started slapping me around. I just lay there and
screamed for my mother. Somebody came and
started banging on the door, but instead of crying
'Rape’! or yelling for the police, 2all 1 did was to

.
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keep crying for my mother, and the person went
away again, with no thoughts of getting help.

Then this fellow decided that, as it was my fault
that he'd lost his hard-on, I should help him get

it up again, and he tried to thrust the thing in my
face. Another time, I would have bitten it hard,
but now I just tumed my face aside and crled hard-
er, He tried to kiss me, and I put my hand over
my mouth, and he bit it, hard enough to draw
blood. I had a bruise for months afterward, Still,
all I cotld do was cry and turn away from him,

I just couldn'’t fight back, and I couldn't make any
sarcastic remarks, All the time the bastard kept
telling me how good he was, and how much I was
going to enjoy it, In the end he was begging me
to let him, but all I did was keep crying.

Eventually he came to his senses and stopped try-
ing, tryini to comfort me and quiet me down,

He probably thought I'd gone around the bend.

He even offered me money "for doctor's expenses"
for my hand which was very badly bitten, but I
threw it back at him, and he finally left,

[ didn't move for a long time, then crawled into
the bathroom for my crutches, and sat and thought
about the whole thing. I was furious with myself
for going to pieces, for not hurting him as he'd
done me, and for not calling for help. 1 promised
myself all sorts of vengence if he ever retumned,
but he didn't, I told his sister-in-law what happen~
ed a few weeks later, and she probably passed it
on to his wife.. When my boyfriend finally came
back, I wouldn't let him in, and refused to see
him again, and I tried to forget the whole thing
angpl;ave nothing further to do with any of those
people.

Even though this guy hadn't been able to complete
his intentions, I felt soiled and used to my core,

It was the most degrading experience imaginable,
and yet, he hadn't done it out of : lust for my lily

white body. I looked anything but sexy then, in my
baggy winter slacks and jumper, and of course the
cast. He had merely tried to take out his spite and
anger at his wife's rejection on me, I was a woman
too, and he'd wanted to use me, and treat me like a
thing, in the way he couldn’t treat her,

Most of the girls I've known who have been raped,
say it was very impersonal, the guys seemed to want
to hurt them, to treat them like trash, beat them
up, smear filth on them, to degrade them and take
out their feelings of spite on the girls. It was never
a sexual thing., And all the girls felt like me after-
wards, fouled and spoilt and unable to make them-
selves clean, The bruises and other injuries had
always been secondary to the feeling of shame and
of being soiled,

Even the penetration wasn't a sexual thing, it was
merely the final proof of his superiority over his vic-
tim after she'd bzen beaten, The rapist never seemed
to act as if the rape were enjoyable to him. It was
an expression of his anger and rage, and often he
beat the girl some more after the penetration, or
urinated over her. When it was all over, he uwsually
left in disgust, calling insults at her, never acting
as if he'd done something enjoyable, but as if she
-had trapped him into something ugly and sordid.
Sometimes he made further threats to come back
and teach her another lesson, and to hurt her some
more if she tried to. cause trouble for him. And
always there was this thing that he'd only given her
what she deserved,

I may be wrong, but it seems to me that most rapes
are committe > by men who can't face up to their
own women, and take out their feelings on someone
else. I've never known a girl who had been raped
by someone in her family, nor by someone who was
just after sex. Ordinary sex is so easy to get nowa-
days, that there's no need for anyone to have to
commit rape. In Liverpool, one could always go
to the council car park where any night there would
be several young girls eager to do anything for the
price of a fix, and if you had a bit of money, there
was the local brothel, right across the road from the
railway station. There were also plenty of girls at
the local casino, and if you didn't care for pros,
there were hundreds of school girls hanging around
the local milkbars who'd do just about anything for
a drink or a meal, My brothers, and just about
every guy I knew, had been accosted by them at
least once. Yet, although or maybe because Liver-
pool has so mauay young tarts, easy lays, pros, or
whatever you want to call them, it still has the
country's highest rate of brutal rapes,

Maybe the rapists are down on all women because
they feel disillus ioned with the ones around, and
take out this hatred on their victim., The girls

I knew who had suffered this molestation were all
fairly respectable, but then, I didn't have anything
to do with the other kind, who may have made up
the majority of rape victims, I never tried to find
out,

((Thank you, Vera, for sharing those experiences
with us, I think it goes a long way to counteract
Jack's claims earlier,

({1 bad intended to include another true-life story
but will postpone it till next time; it concerns the
police attitude more than the rape itself, I also
have responses on legal aspects for next time,
and a suggestion or two about 'solutions', - JHW))
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A QUESTION OF ETHICS

The speaker strode briskly down the aisle,
white robes swirling, and mounted to the
lectern. Facing the Hall and the ranks of
Representatives sitting attentively, the Speak-
er intoned, '"This House is now in session.
What is the order of business? "

Standing, the grey-robed Clerk replied

"Today we debate a proposed Amendment to
the Constitution, the so-called Equal Rights
Amendment, which states in full, 'Equality
of rights under the law shall not be denied or
abridged on account of sex.' The actual ques-
tion before this House for a vote, is whether
or not to approve this Amendment for a
plebiscite." )

The Speaker looked at the panel of lights on
the lectern. Most glowed green or red, indi-
cating requests to speak for or against the
proposal. ''The computer will assign a random
speaking order. Each person may speak for a
maximum of five mmutes Representative
Aileron, you may begin.’

Aileron rose, adjusting grey robes. I
support the proposal. All persons, male or
female, must be judged on their individual -
merits, not on the supposed characteristics of
their gender. Among any randomly selected.
group of men, some will be strong, others -
weak; some: aggressxve others timid; some
clever, others lacking in intelligence. The
same is found among women, The ‘average'
characteristics are those usu'a'llly considered
'normal' or appropnate for that sex. While it.
is true that the average differs greatly between
men and women on some factors, it is also true
that individuals may have characteristics which-
are considered those of the other sex. We
pride ourselves on our programs to offer equal:
opportunity to persons disadvantaged by reasan

of their race, religion, country of origin, and’ -

§0 on, yet we set legal barriers in the way of

one sex, preventing them from full opportunity , .

for personal development. This is inconsis-

tent and unethical.

and women the same opportumtxes. :
L ' "#‘#'#{;" :
"Bah, ' I'said.to nobody in particular. Six
or seven women turned from the television to

look at me. 'We gave 'em the vote. What
more do they want?"

"o

"Representative Mellon.' .

"I speak against the proposal Aileron’§
arguments are persudsive: phllosophxcauy, but
we must seriously consider the practical con-
sequences of our actiong. What would happen

In simple justice, we must :
remove these legal barriers and allow men '
' history.
“around us at the changes in society over the

by Jean Weber

if this Amendment were passed? Remember
your history! For thousands of years, this
planet was divided against itself. Tribes made
war on their neighbors. Nations arose, and
made war with each other. Weaponry advanced

until we all stood at the brink of nuclear disas-
ter, Only at the last moment did reason pre-
vail, nations lay down their arms, and a social-
ist world government bring stahility and pros-
perity to the world And who had made war for
thousands of years? Men! Who brought peace

" to the world? Women! For five generations,

there has been no war, because women have
ruled, and men have been barred from policy-
making decisions. If this Amendment is pass-
ed, we could not prevent men from once again
being judges, representatives or executives.
Why, men could sit once again in this very
Council! Do you want to take the chance of let-
ting men back into power? Men are not suited
for public office! They're too emotional. Their
innate tendency is to become physically aggres-
sive, to use force, not words, to win their
point. To my mind, the chance we have ~ both
women and men - to fulfill ourselves intellectu-
ally, artistically, athletically, all the benefits
of civilization and peace, are worth denying
some alleged 'rights’ to aggressors, tomen."

###

""That's right, sister," I said approvingly.
"Men don't consider themselves 'manly' unless
they settle a dispute by fighting about it

"It's not just the aggression, ' added another
.woman, ,"It's their whole set of priorities. The
-progress we!' ve made in soclal welfare, medi-

cine, all the bialogical sciences, ‘once the male

pre-occupation with things - weapons -automo-

‘biles, you name it - was replaced. And the:
capxtahst pre=- occupatxon with profxts, not
.;people__ :
"Shaddup and ].el us listen!" A voice from

the group. . ;#..-#.#
.. "Mellon is right.
At the same time, we must look .- .~

past five generations, Where once children
were taught that it was approprxate for men ta-

.be aggressive, this is no longer; the gase.

Now that there is no longex: any advantage to g
aggression, men no longer feel compened 1o

act that way, so only those’ with naturally hxgh e

aggressive quotients do s0. | These naturally '

‘aggressive men aré catered for through sport,
‘employment in dangerous jobs, and so on. I

submit that the ayerage mentioned by Aileron
has shifted to a far less. aggressive level than -
was true five generations ago. - These New’

We must remember our:; :

=
v

=
s
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Men are ready for full participation, and will
use their new powers wisely and well."

4

"What a lot of nongense! Yes, there's
always been some men who lived by their intel-
lect, not their bodies, but they still dominated
- through cleverness, or fear of reprisals, by
hiring bodymen to do the physical chores,
keeping others in line,"

"Yeah, and keeping women pregnant, then
making them vulnerable through their children."
""So there's more of that type around now.
Whoopee. "

"To hear you talk, all men are beasts, just’
slightly removed from the animals. Lots of
men aren't like that. Look at Peter for instance.
He's gentle and kind, he loves children and is
a good teacher..."

" "Yes, but look at Peter. He's smaller than
average and not very co-ordinated. In the
aggressive man's world, he'd be a misfit, a
failure., He'd never have been able to get him-
self a woman, "

44

"If you're concerned about aggressive men
seeking public office, I'm sure the Qualifica -
tions Boards could handle the problem., Policy-
making requires both academic and psychologi-
cal qualifications; many women are not qualified
for executive positions, nor would many men
be approved. May I remind you that less than
a generation ago, the vote was returned to men,
At the tine, there were dire predictions about
where this would lead. These consequences
have not eventuated. Already more and more
local councils are allowing men to sit on them,
without disasterous effects. I believe these
fears to be based on a misunderstanding of the
effects of the Amendment. It would merely
require that the same criteria be applied to
both gexes."

H#

"She's right - the customs that keep men
from certain jobs wouldn't be affected by the
Amendment - only the laws. But I fear the
customs may be eroded as women forget. I was
not alive at the time of the Revelation, but my
grandmother was, and she told me what it was
like Before, and how much better After. She
says we can keep men from decision-making
jobs by their lack of proper ps hological qual-
{fications - but once the Amendment is passed,
the law won't protect us. What's to prevent the
customs being changed so men can be qualified?

"C'mon, even if the Qualification Boards
did pass them, men would'still have to compete
with qualified women for the top jobs, they
wouldn't automatically get them."

"Yes, but have you considered that men
might out-compete women for some jobs, simp-
ly because they might be more available. Wo-
men no longer have to quit their jobs when they

get married or have children, but we still have
not figured out how to get men to do their share
of the housework and child care, even in group
living arrangements. So most women still con-
tinue to earn many of their work points at home
duties. That's been one of the problems from
the beginning of the time when women could
compete outgide the home - they were still ex-
pected to do most of the work within it, and thus
didn't have time for oufside activities unless
they could get somebody else to do the house-
work, "

"Dammit, we've always kept the world run~
ning, doing the shitwork while the men made
laws and war - the difference is that now we're
getting the credit for it."

#i#

"My sisters from the so-called developed
countries are living in a dreamworld. Their
men. may have changed - thoughtl doubt it - but
the majority of the world's population still
lives by ancient customs. The Council of
World Governments may keep men from ma k-
ing major decisions, but in many villages in
Asia, Africa and South America, men still
conduct their lives much as they've always
done. The Qualification Boards don't deter-
mine who's fit to marry and raise families.
Men stili use religion, children and brute force
to control women. It will take a lot more than
five generations to change them. Okay, the
women aren't as submissive, more and more
leave the villages to go to the citles or form
new villages, but it all takes time. We need
more time ~ with women sitting in the councils,
controlling economies, enforcing the laws,
educating children - in some of these villages,
despite our best efforts, many are still illiter-
ate. Do you know there are places today with-
out even television? We're committed to un-
cluttered lives as well as fulfilled lives, we
rhapsodize on self-sufficiency and tending out
own gardens - what about the people who've
never had anything else but subsistence living?
Who have never really been exposed to the
great changes that have taken place - who still
live in the fifteenth century, not the twenty-
second?"

e

"Did you know that, before the Revelation,
even in this country men not only beat their
wives, but claimed that their God approved of
such behavior?"

"I heard that somewhere, too.'

"Not only that, but in rape cases, if the
woman wasn't married and wasn't a virgin, it
was generally assumed that she'd enticed the
man, that she wanted to be raped, she was
turned on by a display of masculine aggression,
that she really enjoyed it but wouldn't admit it."

"Oh, c'mon, you're exaggerating'”

"'m not! There's more, too - women who
rebelled against their situation were considered




mentally ill, particularly if they weren't sure
what they wanted, but knew they were desper-
ately unhappy in their present situation. They
were often treated with drugs, electric shock
and so-called 'analysis’ to help them 'adjust’,
accept and fit in with the male rules of society."

"Where do you get this stuff? '

"I'm taking a history course."

#H4#

"I agree that we've done a lot to change
male behavior through education, therapy, and
displacement activities, sports and so on. .But
I still maintain that aggression is basically
genetic., We won't get significant behavioral
changes until it's bred out of the race. Women
must refuse to have children by aggressive
males. Maybe we should consider having
qualifications for marriage and parenthood."

14

I don't know why our foremothers didn't
dispense with men entirely. It isn't as if they
are biologically necessary any more." !

""Not all women like making love with other
women, " :

""Maybe they haven't found the right woman!"

"Yeah, well, after all, for thousands of
Years, men and women have lived together,
usually in situations of male dominance, true.
But it's hard to change habit, especially when
it must have had evolutionary survival value
in the past.” _

"It's the companionship, the psychic warmth
of another human being, they're seeking."

"I've heard that some women even like to
be dominated, in private of course, by men."

"Well, every society has ite perverts. '

Fi#

"If we approve this Amendment, and it is
affirmed by a plebiscite, what's next? .They'll
try to legalize pornography - violence for the
sake of entertainment! They'll want sado-maso-
chigm decriminalized on the grounds that it's
between consenting adulta. They'll claim free-
dom of speech for all manner of things - depic-
tions of warfare as heroic, fighting as manly,
theft as clever, rape as sexual excitement.

You know what a problem our foremothers
had, getting the free speech laws amended -
even women supported them, until they learned
the difference between the erotic and the porno-
graphic, and the truth about how harmful some
of the porn is. You remember how hard it was
to establish world-wide peace. Some of those
places like Palestine and Ireland, the women
were just as warlike as the men - not just urg-
ing their sons and lovers off to fight, but
sometimes even fighting themselves."

##H

"People really used to have a real hangup
about gex and eroticism. They thought the
only proper reason to have intercourse was to
produce children - procreation not recreation.
People used to believe that 'good' women did
not experience sexual excitement; those women
who did were whores or worse, having been
captivated by the Devil. And, of course, homo-
sexual relations were strictly out,"” :

""There she goes again, the talking encyclo-
pedia. "

"I can do one better. In some parts of the
world, women's clitorises were surgically
removed at puberty, to remove the seat of sex-
ual excitement, so that the women would be
faithful."

"What? "

"Thatfl's because, in places where female
sexuality was acknowledged, it was often con-
sidered insatiable and therefore dangerous
‘because a woman wouldn't be faithful to one
man but go fucking others too."

"What's 'faithful'? "

"That's where a woman is considered to be
property, see? She belonged to one man, like
a dog or something. Even in the nineteenth
century (and the twentieth in some parts of the
world), women were legally unable to own
property, they and their children were the
property of the husband. - The woman could
not travel or do lots of things without his
permission, " e

(W
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"And what about homosexuality? Not all of
us are supporters of these crimes against
nature. Many regional and local councils still
prohibit unnatural acts, and certainly would
not allow same-sex marriages or other open
flaunting of perversions. This so-called Equal
‘Rights Amendment would stop us from protect-
ing our families - our children - from abomin-
ations, " .

: 2

"What was that about people used to have
hangups? "

""She's wrong anyway. The Amendment
wouldn't stop discrimination against homosex-
uals, "

A48

"What we're really talking about here is the
balance between freedom and licence. Freedom
of e individual must be tempered with respon-
sibility, because one person's freedom is limit-
ed by the freedom of others. But where do we
draw the line between protecting society through
law against the excesses of some, and improp-
erly infringing on individual freedom? I submit
that treating all men as actual or potential dan-
gers to society is an infringement of the rights
of men who are not and would not be aggressors.

"We have laws to prohibit wrong behavior,
and would continue to enforce them. Do we so
greatly fear that men, once returned.to posi-
tions of power, of decision-making, would
automatically abuse their responsibilities,
changing the laws back to the old days, condon-
ing abuse? Surely five generations of peace
have taught us something! And lastly, do not
forget that repression breeds rebellion. If we
continue to deny men their full equality of oppor-
tunity, they could start to band together in non-
violent protest, even as women did long before
the Revelation. Can we take the chance of
Plunging society into suspicion, subversion,
and g0 on, again?" :

#i#

"My grandmother told about those days --
about the Second Depression, with all the unem-
ployment, how married women were scapegoat-
ed for taking jobs from young people. Everyone
was accusing everyone else of 'causing' the
problem. Men increased international tensions
to take people's minds off the economy, remem-
bering how the Second World War had been good
for businegs. Then the laws were changed
again, overturning all the reforms, making
women give up their jobs and their independence.
Gran says she remembers the Years of the
Revelation -- the great Women's Strikes, the
virtual collapse of things, the confusion, the
fear, the retreats into the country and self- -
sufficiency. She was too young to really under-
stand what was going on, but she felt the
excitement of it all - the revival of women's
collectives and the eventual take-over of
nations by women. It must have been a fan-
tastic time, a combination of fear and hope--"
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#i4

"The real question before us today is
whether the People should have an opportunity
to vote on this issue. For if we disapprove
the proposal, we are really saying that WE
will make the decisions, not the People., In
doing this, we will be saying, we don't think
you're qualified to make such a decision, or
that we don't trust you to make the correct
decision. Is it true, sisters, that we don't
believe the People of the world are sufficient-
ly educated to decide this igssue?

"Representative Obura has made a strong
case for this very point of view. But again,

I refer you to history - when the first social-
ist states were get up in Russia and China,
their leaders did not believe the People were
sufficiently qualified, and used that as an
excuse to stifie discussion and concentrate
power among an elite, Granted, those lead-
ers were men, using new tools to advance old
male.goals, but some of them truly believed,
as we do, in advancing the lot of the common
people. Others were corrupted by power and
abused it.

"Are we so arrogant, sisters, to believe
that it can never happen among women? Do
not be naive - there are women who would
abuse power, only constant vigilence prevents
it. We are committed to democracy - indeed,
we have a higher level of participatory demo-
cracy than has ever existed before - but we
all know it can be improved. At some point
we must widen the scope. I say let it be now.
Even if we personally disapprove of the
Amendment, let the People decide!"

The debate continued for days, until each of
the Representatives had stated her view. Some
merely said, "X or Y has covered all the rea-
sons why I support (or oppose) the proposal';
others filled their alloted five minutes with
impassioned oratory. It didn't really matter;
they'd said it all before. The true test would
come if (when?) the vote was put to the People.
Many people didn't know and didn't care about
the thoughtful arguments presentedby the
Council of World Governments; others, even
in the villages of the so-called developing world,
had watched the tapes of this and earlier
debates, and were prepared to argue their
views with their more apathetic relatives,
Some schemed, some plotted, some wept.

At the lectern, the white-robed Speaker
said, "We will now record our votes."

* %k & Xk ok

In case anyone's in any doubt, this piece (which
was written about two years ago) was intended
as a send-up of some of the more ridiculous
arguments against the US Equal Rights Amend-
ment. However, several men to whom I ghow-
ed it became very upset about the references

to male aggression, as if I believed every
word! '




NEVILLE ANGOVE ...Cre” "~m does not mean

P O Bax 770 that the measured IG (must

Canberra City ACT  never leave out that qualifier)

2601 Australia Is under 45 points, Cretinism
23 May 1982 is a pathological amentia

caused by a severe thyroid
deficiency (and can be pravented if diagnrosed early
enough), and one of its characteristics i1 untreated
cases is a low measured IG, It is an illness with a
known cause, and since it affects mentation, itisa
mental illness, The fact that the NSW Anti-Discrim-
ination Board would like it to be treated as a handi-
cap instead is meaningless, since mental illness is a
handicap.. .Australian libel laws I have been told by
a journalist and a solicitor both, contain specific
references about claiming someone has a mental ill-
ness (considered in the same paragraphs with claim-
ing someone has a contagious disc ~~ . 1f you there-
fore call someone a cretin, youare techmcally claim-
ing that they are mentall,r ill, and theonus is on you
to prove that is not what you meant and not what
the average person would accept you meant...

((I find the reasoning that an iilness that affects the
mand is by defmxnon a mental illness, a bit hard to
follow, But even if I accept that deﬁmtlon, in most
people’s minds ‘mental illness’ is synonymous with
‘insane' or some variation thereof, Thus those who
are concerned about fair treatment of people with
sub-normal intelligence do not want them liz":od with
the 'insane', especially as in the past all such were
lumped in together and shunned by so-called 'normal’
people. Surely making such a distinction is to the
benefit of the handicapped? Or does it just make
things that much" orse for the allegedly 'insane’,
which modem medical thought seems to want to
in‘ zgrate into society as much as possible, too,-JHW))

{(Neville goes on at some length continuing an argu-
ment with Christine Ashby and Gary Mason, but I do
not have the space to reprint all of it, Pity., He
zs offer the following references to back up his
comments on cretinism:
The British Journal of Pscyhiatry; The American
Journal of Psychiatry; British Medical Bulletin; and
Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behaviour,
Also, Peter Hays' New Ilorizous in Psychiatry, --JdAW))

I fail to cee what the alternative
could be, if you were a parent,
to applying your theories of
child-raising on a live subject,.,
What is so horrific about wanting
to do a good job of bringing up
your children? I agree that one
ought not to have a child simply in order to have a
guinea pig to experiment on; that deprives the child
of any personal integrity, Having produced a child,
though, you have a positive duty to provide it with
some basic training so that it will fit into society in
due course. .,

Christine Ashby
P O Box175
South Melbourne
Vic 3205, Aust,

25 May 1982

({I quite agree; my only point was that having a child
for the purpose.of experintentation horrified me; not
wantin,, to do a good job of raising a child if one had
one, - - JHW))

Frank Macskasy offers us a whopping non sequitur
when he attempts to connect the survival through
m:adical intervention of deformed babics with the
decision by some people not to have children (not
apprently because of the risk of hereditry defects).
After all, if you don't like what the stork brivgs you,
you can always leave it in the hospital (you can, too,
nobody is ever forced to keep an unwanted child),
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((I am quite frankly astonished to learn that fact; I
thought there were laws that DID force one to keep
the child, or altematively to be charged with neglect
and punished in some way.--JHW))

Discussion on this topic always seems to me to beg the
question of just how you define an 'extremely' mal-
formed child, and where you should accordingly draw
the line conceming medical intervention, A child
with pylonic stenosis will grow up quite healthy if
operated on; a child with severe spina bifida will, if
operated on, grow up with normal intellect but para-
plegic and facing a good deal of surgery during child-
hood; you can't operate on a spastic child and it's
not likely to die either; you can successfully operate
on a Downes Syndrome child with a hole in the heart,
but it will always be mentally rttarded, There is.
much to be said for the old legal dictum 'thou shalt
not kill but needst not strive officiously to keep alive',
but these days it is not always clear what precisely

<~ ""utes officiousness (for example, all premature
infants are automatically popped into humidicribs),
Ancther interesting aspect of the discussion is the

way babies are treated as a special case. Is this

"ing to do with the view that they are their
parents' property? If you as an adult suffered severe
injuries in an accident and your next-of-kin refused
to consent to life~saving treatment, I venture to
suggest that they would either (in Australia) find
themselves overridden, or else they would find them-
selves charged with manslaughter,

roy—y et

‘{Surely the next-of-kin is not necessarily going to
be stuck with the care (and cost) of keeping the
relative alive, however, which is in practice what
happens to parents of dependent children, - -JHW))

More on the cut/uncut

" Marc Ortlieb Oh, dear,
P O Box 46 debate, [ thought that Masters
Marden, SA 507C  and Johnson had established that
Australia it wasn't the circum size, but the

30 May 1982 way it was used that was important,
I do wish you wouldn't publish

such sensible articles as Judith's on the position of

housewife, It doesn't give one much to argue with.

It could well be that the lack of¢ teem accorded to

housework has something to do with the small

acquaittance that males in general have with it,

I mean, keeping a place in the condition in which

I keep it doesn't take much effort. ..

While I can apprecmte Leslie David's view on the
mxhtary, I think she's being a little too generous to

. ’rs. Situations vary, as do people's reasons for
jommg the military. Personally I'd like to see a dis-
crimination between purely defensive armies, and
offensive armies, I can acsept a person who joins an
army to defend their own country, however, every
time I suggest this, I get lectures about how the bast
form of defence is attack. The other factor is, of
course, once one is in the army, one has little choice
but to follow the government's idea about what the
army should do, ! would have been nowhere near so
vehement in my opposition to conscription during the
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Vietnam War, had the couscripts been guaranteed the
right to remain in Australia,

((I think a good response to Marc's comments on the
military is the following letter--JHW))

Richard Hryckiewicz I've finally found someone

Base Radio else that - grees with my
RAAF Base view of being in the armed
Richmond, NSW 2755 force:..,Leslie David.
Australia

31 May 1982  Pretty much from the time I

joined the RAAF, I've been
of the opinion that the sole role for the military is to
kecp international peacc by supplying some form of
deterrent on home termritory, Unfortunately there are
quite a lot of people that see the military is a parasite
on the rest of the community and as such should not
be in existence, until there happens to be a war on,
What they don't realise is that there must be at least
a core for the rest of defence to form around,

Another thing that isn't realised in a lot of cases, is
that themilitary tends to get involved in a lot of
civil emergencies that don't get publicised and as
such, no one sces the work that we do for the benefit
of the rest of the community, A prime example of
this is the fact that the first help to arrive in Darwin
after Cyclone Tracy was a RAAF Hercules, From
then on, RAAF Hercules wore the brunt of the work
in resupplying the area with emergency food, medical
supplies, and other necessities that were required at
the time,

((TWO People, Diane Fox and Joha Alderson, wrote
to tell me that castrated men could, Indeed, have
normal sexual intercourse, if the operation had been
done after piberty, according to Diane. I am quite
astonished to hear this, and I suspect my misinforma-
tion is shared by 99% of the population, both male
and female, Otherwise, why would castration be
such a popularly suggested punishment for persons
convicted of sexual crimes? John Alderson goes on
to state that vasectomy is one form of castration,

and here I believe he is quite Incorrect, or at lesst
defining his terms differently from, for example,

the dictornary, 'Castration' removes the testicles
(or at least the testes); vasectomy merely disconnects
the plumbing while leaving the testes in place, and
still producing hormones (and sperm). I may quote
at more length next issue from both these letters, as
they were quite interesting, -- JHW))

JON NOBLE On the having of children,

97 Burns Road I must add my voice to R,

Springwuod, NSW 2777 Laurraine Tutihasi's expect-

Australia ed chorus of 'Just wait till
27 May 1982  you have a baby of your

own', This is one area in
which I doubt the validty of 'gedanken' experiments.
I speak from experience, Certainly a desire to exper-
iment in 'child raising' is 2 horrible reason for having
a child, but once such a child exists then its parents
must decide how to bring it up, which in practice
can amount to the same thing, an experim...t in
applied psychology...

The tales of Arthur,,.present a fascinating study in
the mixing of history, myth and legend. The stories
combine both myth and legend, The legends are
based partly on an historic 6th century British chieftan,
partly on 12th century romantic traditions (largely
French), and partly on Celtic traditions, There were
almost certainly historical bases for some of the stories,
The historic Arthur as a2 6th century Romano-Celtic
chieftan fighting off the Saxons (and Christians?) and
the 12 battles may well have really occured. There
are also much older mythic elements in the stories,
from a2 pre-Roman Celtic tradition, Merlin himself
and the quest for the Holy Grail are almost certainly
pre- Roman pre-Christian tales added to the Arthur
tradition,

RON L CLARKE
6 Bellevue Road

+»sthe main reason Susan (his
wife) doesn’t have an outside

Faulconbridge, job is because she thinks that
NSW 2776, Aust, the 'old-fashioned' way of rais-
25 May 1982 ing children is much better than

the neighbour/creche ever is.
It makes living a bit closer to the bone, but then one
wage does enable one to put out zines, and enables
Susan to write and also edit zines, whichshe loves to do,
She has dozens of overseas pals she writes to, both fan
and mundane,.,.

((I reck on it depends on personalities; I've seen so
many children who suffered at their parents' hands,
that the alternatives cannot be seen as always worse,
Of course it would help in a reasonable choice if the
quality of the available services met one's standards,
Most city children now go off to pre-school part-time
at the age of 3 or 4, so the difference between that
and full-time away-from-home care is a matter of

opinion. -JHW))

I think the major thing a feminist has against them is
the name, To the vast mass of people it conjures up

a picture of a violent female,..which scene is not
guaranteed to make friends, What is needed is a pub-
licity campaign to change the image the word conjures
up...

((We try, but the media naturally prefers the more
flamboyant though less representative members of any
group, That is why I consider it very important for
moderate feminists like myself to define ourselves as
feminists, so that not only the violent elements are
5o identified, Of course, those who tiilk I'm far out
aren’t likely to be reas ured, but you can't educate
everyone, - JHW))

REBECCA LESSES
66 Hall Avenue
Somerville, MA
02144, USA

22 May 1982

I think it would be worse to lose
your mind §ather than becom-
ing a physical wreck), Watch-
ing my grandmother (who has
Alzheimer's Disease, a degem-
erative disease which attacks
the brain cells and eventually is fatal) lose her mem-
ory is really awful. When my mother was sick, she
started to lose her m2mory from drugs, surgery and
disease, and I think it was more frustrating to her
than physical weakness, At least it was worse to
watch. There's something about losing the integrity
of the mind that is terrifying..,it's like losing the
core of being,

{(Julie Vaux sent sereral letters, including some from
her overseas travels; it I have room nextish I may
reprint some, Dave Dismore continues to send clip-
pings of his bicycle ride agross the USA in favour of
the Equal Rights Amendment, I also heard from
Kevin Dillon, Richard Faulder, jan finder, Harry
Andruschak (who sent clippings about Astronaut #ally
Ride, who will be America's first woman in space)
Mike Schaper, and no doubt others whose letters I
have misplaced, though possibly answered, Some I
will share with you next time, -JHW))
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WRITING ASSIGNMENT

On page 17 of thish, there is a small item (bottom of column 1) in which I
mentioned receiving correspondence on castration, eunuchs, vasectomy,
etc. Today I received another letter pointing out that adult males do not
lose the ability to have an erection, and normal intercourse, if castrated.
Now what I want to know, in all seriousness, is why men fear castration so
much, if it doesn't ruin their sex lives. Okay, I can see that some men,
like some women, consider then selves 'unmanly' (or 'unwomanly', as the
case may be) if they do not at least have the potential of producing children,
But thousands of men and women choose to be sterilised, and few of them
feel incomplete (those who are forced or pushed into the operation may be
another matter). I do not understand. I would especially like to hear from
anyone, of either sex, who has been sterilised (by vasectomy or tubal liga-
tion), or who has had his/her gonads removed, and how they feel about it.
In return, I will tell you my True Life Story, and my feelings, on the subject.
Looking forward to hearing from you!

THIS FANZINE SUPPORTS
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

There is no fury like a vested interest masquerading as a moral principle.

SAVE POWER -- Turn Off the Festival of Light



