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THE COVER =

The artist this month is Shayne McCormack. As usual I suspect that my
duplicating did not do justice to her artwork; if so, my sincere apologies,
Shayne. OQne of these times I shall induige in offset printing. My request
to Shayne was for an image of a ""heroic female"; ‘this cover came with no-
story behmd it, so you can make up your own: '

EDITORIAL - et e vartiEL R

I'm not at all happy with this issue. The contents are a fairly nice mix, and
generally quite good, but the reproduction is ghastly. I picked up a lot of

cheap ‘paper and ink a couple months ago, and now think I made a great mis-
take. I've been havmg nothing but trouble. I'm now convinced that, atthe




“Bought a new lawn mower,

T decided it was time.:

very least, it's the wrong sort of
paper. Now I know many people get
beaut results on bond or other slick,
non-absorbent papers, but this lot
has been a disaster, -Also; due to a'"
missing part on the Gestetner, the
pages didn't flip off properly and
tended to stick to-the stencil; espec- .
lially if a dark illo was present; hence
slip-sheeting was not practicable, as’
I was busy flipping the -pages off, and
was not able to °crouhge up an a881s-
tant, Hence, lots of set-off and all '
those other ills with technical names
that I can't remember Aaaargh

Aseccnd problem hgd to do with
the illustrations. I won't got into all
the tedious technical details, but I‘
using some new. c‘cctroatencﬂs
which have to be wmdowed in mffer-
ently to those I'm useéd. to, and a lot
tended to wrinkle a'bit, hence printed
poorly. My sineereiapologies-to th°
artists whose work suffered :

Oh, well, Fits in with a generally
lousy couple of months.
a really bad.moeod, not wanted to have
much to do wifh;people (at least not -
in groups of more than about two)

I'd love to take a few weeks off work
and just skulk (and sulk) around the -
house, but it's not practical...On the-

positive side, I've been doing exer-

cises for my back, which seem to be
helping, and I've been getting some
fiction wrxtm’f done and stories
submitted. . g

On the domegtic front, I've been
slowly warking on painting the house,
Two walls are.now done. It's a nice
feeling of accomplishment but the
novelty's.rather worn off. , Meanwhile
the garden has been.sadly neglected.

I was out weeding on Saturday for the
first time in many weeks and discov-
ered several interesting edible items
hidden amongst the weeds. AndI
After 4
years with thé old schrapnel-thrower,
I irst though,

] tried out an electric job owned by .

Valma Brown and Leigh Edmonds.
~Their mover floats on air rather than

" grass, and'when mowing around the

- tangt
.I.decided not to buy a FI 'mo.
~.never get-.around to. mowing until the
“‘cats disappear in the meadow, and I

I've been in

for March. Report next tlme'

. at Peter Toluzzi's, a couple of sf

wheels. I'd been thinking of maybe

" buying one, so this was a ‘good excuse
to see whether [ liked it..

Ilearnt
several things: they don't like tall

dozen fruit trees I have, one can get
awfully tangled up in the cord. Valma
assured me that one learns to follow
a different pattern .-that does not
oneself up, but that's not why

I just

also want a mower that chops up
piles of weeds into compost. So I
bought a good old ordmary Victa,

: Wlth a grass catcher,

In December I spent a fair amount
of time driving up to the Sydney area,

visiting friends and attending parties

and.such --.including a relaxacon in
a town ubout 2 hours' drive north of
Sydney. Wycon vas an alternative to
the Medvention which have been held

-in the last two years at the Medlow
"Bath hotel in the Blue -
‘west of Sydney. Unfortunately the

Mountains

Medlow Bath raised its prices a bit

 beyond our t-lerarice range, so we
" lpoked for a new venue.

The Strath-
avon Country Club in Wyong seemed
to fill the bill, It'was an enjoyable
place, providing a river to boat on
or swim in (complete with tarzan

‘rope and water slide)," a pool, tennis,
‘putt-putt golf, ping pong, billiards,

and I'm not sure what all else. Un-
fortunately, we had no function room
to ourselves, so tended to get a bit
scattered around, but the food was’
reasonably good and the relaxmg did
not suffer, However, thé 6~hour

" drive (for me)has made me deter-

mined to find a place halfway between
Sydney and Canberra -- I think I have,
and another relaacon is scheduled

T also attended a Chr1stmas Party

- continued page 31
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To daté' the Space Programs of the
'USA and USSR have been very male-
orientéd” and as a conspicuous '
"‘'space fan I am often hasselled at

- tohs about this. w e

I can see the feminists' point. If
women are as good as men, why .
haven!t they been allowed into
space? . .There are,agtually some
quite good reasons,, and also some
bad ones.. A TR '

Probably the bad ones'are best evi-

dent in' the'USSR's space program.
To daté;’ they have the 'honour of
seiiding the only woman into space,
Valentina Tereshkova, on 16 June -
1963.% ‘Yes, over 18 years ago. It
was strictly propaganda. She was
wrapped in a diaper, told not to
touch the controls, and sent off,
After which she-did-only ceremonial
work. Her husband said in 1976
that one day women would go back
into space...as Stewardesses.
Oink oink. - (o

The USA started the ‘same way. ..
males only. There were many rea-
sons for this. And remember. ..
this wag the early 1960's. The idea
of putting a woman into danger is

WO

N
SPACE

BE

“y Harry J.N.. Andruséh,aic |

still strong in 1980, and the honest
feelings against sending women into:
combat is holding up the ERA. NASA
decided early on that the time was’
not right for women, They chosg '+
military test pilots. ‘Well-trained
while males with high security "’
clearances and used to seeing their
friends die in gory manners.

Vladimar Komarov was crushed to
death when his space capsule crash-
ed. Three astronauts burned up in
the Apollo One fire. Three more ~

- Cosmonauts suffocated to death from

a capsule air leak, Now imagine *

. what would have happened if the

Apollo One fire had included a female
death? As it was, the Apollo program
damn near got axed. - gy

I mentioned diapers a few paragraphs

back., TTat was a problem, and ‘-
still is. -Men and women are not the

same, and there is this problem of
urination and no amount of waffling
can change it. There was no way to
accommodate female needs in the
cramped spaces ' of the Apollo capsule.
Zero G.defication is difficult, but
possible. - Men can use- the flight tube,
as test pilots always have; for urina-
tion.: SN R gl : b



The actual turning point on this prob-
lem came with Skylab, which among
other things had a marvelous toilet.
Many humourous articles were writt-
en about the mechanics of the mech-
anism, not overlooking that the shit
was supposed to hit the fan. NASA
engineers were encouraged by the
results, and felt that when the Shuttle
came along they should be able to
handle the problem.

Now; some -bad reasons, Many of the
leading NASA planners were Germans
from the V2 days, and this includes
the famous von Braun. They had had
some bad experlences w1th German
female test pilots in World War Two,
and theré’ can be no doubt that thelr
reluctance to have females was a
strong factor. And somal condltlons
in the 1970's Stl].l _]ust were not right.
Women's L1berat10n was ‘only then
really gettmg under way, culmmated
by the passing of the ERA (Equal
Rights constitutional Amendment) in
Congress. i -

But now we enter the 1980' S.. And ‘
we have the shuttle It isn't all that.
good a shuttle, . but baby it's all we
are going to have for 10 years at :
least. With the shuttle .We no long-
‘er’ need perfec% physmal spec1mens

This goes for the several science |
specialists, who may go up as the
need arises.

There will, of course, be a big teapot
tempest in the Press about the first
US female in space...who in all likeli-
hood will be the third woman in space.
This is because the Russians will prob-
ably send up a woman astronomer or
doctor on a ferry trip to a Salyut space
station. They are very fond of these
propaganda junkets., There will be
less fuss about the 4th, and soon no-
body will really care,.

Which is as it should be and I am sure

will be. \
* % * Bt
JHW here: It's long seemed to me
that one of the many reasons it's taken
so long to get an American woman. -
into space, is that few articulate wom-
en supported the idea.. The vocal fem-
inists. frequently don't support the
space program in the first place; but
they will push for female participation
just as they push for females in the
military although they don't suppOrt
the military. 'Some women (part1cu-
larly tion - fermmsts) opposed women's
participation;, and most simply didn't

car€. -Thus I was much encouraged

‘"How many of you noticed that through-by reading an article sent to me from

out most of the second shuttle flight,

John Newman, taken from Space Age

‘Pruly wore glasses? Women can nowReview, November 1981, about "A

go into space. ‘We now have a zero-
G..toilet that can-handle women's ' -
urination. So is there any reason
for them not to? £ ‘

Nope, and 1983 w1ll probably see. the
first fllght of a woman on the shuttle
"as Commander Note that as Com-
mander she will’ ‘be g1v1ng orders to
‘the pllot who will be male If you
think this is a big deal forget it.

One thing you had better learn fast

if you want to go into space...team-
work and cooperation are essential.
Don't be bossy. The giving of orders
will be on a pre-arranged time scale.

Space Age Group for Women” called
Hypatia Cluster. More about them_on

the next page.
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ASPACE GROUP FOR WOMEN

T

(Excerpts from an.article by Amy Marsh

We (human society) are ready to begin

exploring the stars,: yet we are very
likely to blow ourselves up before it
happens.” We (Hypatia) wish to dem-

onstrate that the survival of the human .

race depends directly upon each indi-
vidual comprehension of the world.

If we, as a species, are made up of
individuals -who are frightened, short-
sighted, aggressive, and ignorant --
then there is very little hope for us.

If we are collectively hopeful, explor- -

atory, responsible, and aware of the
intense fragility of life on our planet
--we will be more llkely to preserve
and enhance our potential for growth.

We have developed the Hypatia Clust-
er for women,. because of our belief
in women S emergence ‘as an evolu-
tlonary catalyst . Space exploration
is an evo‘utlonar‘y step into a new en-
vu'onment -- a great unknown chall-
enge callmg for new biological, emo-
tional and 'social adjustments. .. This
new message of adventure, challenge
and species success remains confined
to’ spec;al Jrntereut groups and acad-
emic dlscu sions. Whlle concern for
the evolutlon of our spe01es will seem
remote and esoteric for most. people,
the drama of a shuttle launch or a

Voyager flyby is instantly accessible. :

The 'space program is visible evidence
of humanity's progression, and proof
of an imminent frontier. -Thus space

. exploration is the focus of Hypatia

Cluster, rather than ecology, women's

' rights or nuclear dlsarm ament,

As an organization, we hope to...en-
courage women's increasing involve-
ment in the frontier. ,.we hope the
entire pro-space community will

@ m e m e E®m e = m W E M e e e Em w = e o =
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‘in Slpac_e Age Re\.ziew;:
November 1981); ;

benefit, just as we ‘are generally con-
vinced of the benefits for the whole of
humanity. .. The goal is easy access
to and personal awareness of space
exploration, development and human-
ization.. - : - :

Some notes on Hypatla from the Same
articler :
Hypatla was the head of the’ Neo -platonic
chool 'of phllosophy, in fifth- -century
Alexandrla Egypt; she was also an
astronomer, mathematlclan and inven-
or.' She dedicated her life to the
exploration and application of know-
ledge. Unfortunately, in 415 AD, a
mob destoyed the library, after flay-
ing Hypat1a to-death with.seashells.

More mformatmn on the group, Hypatla
\,luster ‘may be obtained from 231 -
27th'Street, San Francisco, CA 94131,
USA. Co-founders are Amy Marsh

and Marita Dorenbecher.




UPER

by Debi Kean

(Thanx-to Jon Noble for-inigpiration. )

The best hope for our world or any
other, is its people. People start
out as children. : Children are mold-
ed into the people they become, by
dozens of different influences:
parents, school,” society, . media
and’ the1r own, handhng of all this
-.,_jlnput‘" A

I have b“orne two sons, though only
_ 7one is. even vaguely within reach of
my mﬂuence now.: My, husband and
= L age frorn totally different back-
grounds, we may as well be from
different planets. L'come from a
family of basically intellectual
snobs, and I sa¥ thig 'with affection.
Two of us,’ the_prother I live with,
and I, are reasonably academic,
The two sisters, like my husband,
have other: prlorltles th‘ough differ“-’
‘ent from his. S

My husband is a country person I
a cxty one, Hxs interests are sport-
ing, highly physical. I am "left!
politically, he ‘right'. I am femin-
ist; he and his family anti.

.. Some readers may know of my: cus-
‘tody hassle,.. Well Ilost but at .
last I am havmg access to my son,
now 5. He has just. started school
' (May '81). I had hlm fpr a weekend
in July, and for the. August school
hohdays I wan mterested to see
the attltudes and aptxtudes he had _
developed durmg our 21 months of
separation. I also wondered how
»_much he remerpbered of what I had.
- taught h1rn before the Spllt

.'Hé 'has now my interest'in God, an
interest I 'had at 5, but which others

in my circle find ‘'0dd.’ ' Unfortunate- "

ly, with the interest goes a lot of
fear.

. driver.

'asked me,

' brother and Josef

JG(‘

In the August holidays, I of course

was working., But I was fortunate in
my ch11d mincer, a feminist man, a
student, who is doing educatlon as

part of his B.A. So, he had an mter-

est in my son, other than that he 1s

my son.

Jed (my son) found it hard to accept
that Josef went to 'school', We ex=
plained about university. :And the

. range of job: opportunities open to

him, -- He had thought only of 'driving
my Daddy's.car', or being a racing

: He loves to study, is doing
very well, but hasn't related:it to '~
work. He might be a bit young:ito? .
I am a very inexperienced mother

Gue to circumstances!

Jed is accustomed to a' man doing.
hhousework.  His father has to, :as a
result of our split and the c¢ustody
battle.. So Jed accepted Josef in:a
housekeeping role quite readily. .

At the moment, he 1s heav11y mto
competltlveness and superlatwes .
The winner the best .he constantly
'who do you love the best
of éach?' (I live with my brother,

and Jéd is devoted to hun) I was
requ1red to choose between Jed, my
"Jed finds it 1m-'
pOrtant that 1 look 11ke myself -- 11ke
the Mummy he knew D1ff1cu1t as .

1 have changed so much in 21 months.

He'is an 1nsecure ch11d -- hardly
su:-prlsmg

I was dxsmxssmg my first (acbpted)

-.'child w1th Josef one ‘day, and.Jed:

said, an »ily,  "but I am your-only
boy''. Of course, I quickly assured .
h1rn of thls

He is a physically demonstratwe Chlld
When ever he saw me cuddling or’
kissing Josef, he would ask, 'where's
my turn?'



split, an only child. I discovered

What concerns me most about this
little lost child, is that he appears

_full of féar.” Fear of God, ‘which

really concerns me; fear of physical
punishment (which we didn't use, but
his father evidently does); fear of
something ‘happening to his father;
fear of his own death. At five! Josef
my brother and I all spent time
reassuring him on all these scores..
I think he went home happler and:
more secure than: when he armved

>

But monthly doses of reassurance
and acceptance are not gomg to be
enough. ° \

The sex role thmg mterests me also,
in relation to having sons.

Jed is, because of the marriage

during the hearing in June, that he
was not aware of the differences. -
between male and female genitals!
(He had evidently forgotten ‘seeing
me naked as a small boy).  ‘Girls are
distinguishable by their long hair,!

Of course, in primary school, girls.
and boys segregate themselves. ..

and my.son has:a fear of long hair --
it may make him !be thought a girl!

But he doesn't’ Seem 'to relate _
thatito adilt roled.” Te has seen :
both M ‘4nd Dad work

that Both do housework,” and

that oftiet ‘en (Josef and’' i
Uncle Garth): also(cook wash
up, etc ‘ ”

That may be'a valuable conscious-.
ness raiser. Our fear is, that.

.growing up.in a small and con~- i "

servative country:town, he will

be imbued with sexist attitudes. H1s
grandmother said on the stand, that
she didn't want me to win custody, as
I was a fem1n1st. o

The Sunday school he goes to now is
likely to reinforce these attitudes.
Oh to take him out of it, and put him
into my non-sexist church!

| o |l Ve | T e | S o g Ypmp e il e e ()

On once a month visits, I can't do
much. But what we can do, we will.

‘I have two 'good men on my side! And

some pretty good women too. Thank
God.

Jed will be a young man in, the 2lst
century. Kate Noble will be a'young
woman. Their attitudes will help to
make it a better world.

B, & K W R

JHW: The first time I read Debi's
article, 1 wept and it depressed me

‘for ‘days. The thmgs people do ‘to
- their children =< like making a 5-year-

old so full of fear! Then I reflected

' that’‘parents who believe m physxcal

discipline, rigid

~ ideas of right and -
. wrong, etc, o 15
" probably worry-ai: .- - Hesth '
~ lot about what the = " 1 "i \
'free-~thinkers' are: = "~ /&7 =31 N

doing to their . oo w -“-\
children! Not pre~ 7 v f \\
paring them to take =~ o/
their place-in a e R \

harsh world.

So far Ix}h:aven't' bufdeneAd my readers

~with details of my interest in comput-

ers yiply Ieldshidd 1 eVt bR
Jelhinis’y/ 4tV yet, but the following

collection of quotes and' thoughts pro-
vided by micro freak Erié Lindsay,
was too good to resist. Most of ‘them
were culled from magazines, but a

few ¢f fhé 1¢ ¢4 [dthbbEhEhEIBY PhEk/

were written by Eric himself.




A COLLECTION OF SOME

' COM PUTING. ..

On a clear disk you can seek
forever.

Bug? That's not a bug. That's a
feature,

When in doubt, disassemble.

Any port in an interrupt.

He who pays the programmer may
call the subroutine.

If at first you don't succeed,
a different language.

A flat file is not a list of apart-
ments,

If debugging is the process of
removing bugs, then programm-
ing must be the process of putt-
ing them in.

It takes all sorts to make a DMS.
A fool and his mnemonics are.
soon uarted.

Code in haste, debug at lelsure.
I write all my critical routines
in assembler;* and my comedy
routines in Fortran.

The generation of random num-
bers is too important to be left
to chance.

try

Famous Last Words:

* This time it will surely run.

* I just found the last bug.

* A bad subroutine is better than
none,

CTOTES & LAWS OF
"compiled by Eric Lindsay

Laws of Computer Programming:

10,

Any given program, when running,

. is obsolete,

Any given program costs more and
takes longer. ;
If a program is useful,
to be changed.

If a program is useless,
have to be dcumented.
Any given program will expand to
fill all available mermory.

The value of a program is propor-
tional to the weight of its output.
Program complexity grows until

it exceeds to capability of the pro-
grammers who must maintain it.
Make it possible for programmers
to write programs in English, and
you will find that programmers
cannot write English,

Inside every large program is a
small program struggling to get
out,

Adding manpower to a late software
project makes it'later.

it will have

it will

Just An Observatmn

If builders built building the way pro-
grammers write programs, then the
first woodpecker that came along
would destroy civilization.
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 LETTERS
.TO THE
EDITOR

jan howard finder AL
P O Box 428 ~
L.atham, NY 12110 - .
USA. 23 August 1981

1 would like to get 4 October declared
as INTERNATIONAL SPACE DAY.

4 Oct 82 will mark the 25th anniver-
sary of the first small step by .the
human race off the cradle of its
mfanCy ‘Farth, If you agree, write
to your representatlves spread, the
word, write the UN's Secretary-
General etc &

George Flynn B i

27 Sowamsett Ave '

Warren RI 02883

UsA - ! "y October 1981

One pomt struck me in your
review of Gyn/Ecology: ''But I know
of no parallels (among men) to foot-
binding orgenital mutilation.' But
there is a parellel, of course: the
making.of eunuchs. ' And this is: '™

particularly pertinent, since in the i B T ¢
“GPO;Box 429 .. . o .. oap o] e
: Sydney, NSW | 2001 ;
‘Australia

most caommon application (harems).
it was.the.mutilation of men for the
specific purpose of more efficiently: :
controlling women. ' Which I guess’
shows an mterestmg h1erarchy of
values ‘ %

'ig the relevant thing,

Gerald Smith
8 Frawley Street

.Frankston, ch 3199
Australia’ 18 October 1981

. . It surprises me somewhat-
that you wouldrepeat this. old
~ excuse for not challenging tradi-
tional sex roles, Judith; ..I hope:
'I have misread your article, Jud-
ith, but it seems to me that you
. are resurre_cﬁmg the old.chestnut
~ that a woman who wants to stay:
in the home, . who really wants
nothing better than to.keep house
and have kids, should be respect-
ed for such and her wants should
_not be questloned o A . *
. I would agree if the woman in
questlon has had a genuine opportunity
to questin the traditional role. This

. would ,r.equ_ire her being brought up.in
an environment lacking the sort of

conditioning in role playing that pre-
sently exists in society. She would -

' need to have had the same opportuni-

ties as anyone else (man or woman).

to teke on the non-traditional roles..
If then she chose to .stay at home then
her choice is a free cne, made on the
basis of the best information and is
therefore" one to be respected W

- ((What I got from Judlth‘s article was-
- the idea that what 1s termed 'women's

work' is valuable and important. to the

- functioning of our society =-not that;

the sex of the persons doing .that work
And that those .
people who manage to do these chores,

- often have a strength of character; . .-

that the rest of us overlook or: dismiss
because we don't recognise it as a -

K1m Huett

14 October 1981

.. .Judith- Hanna's piece mterested me

. because I've found that I often’'do my
. best'thinking while doing domestic'




chores. Despite which, cleaning etc
can be utterly boring unless you have
‘that ability to do repetitive tasks.
Luckily I have that ability to-a:fair
degree, To tell the truth.I get a lot
of enjoyment out of neatly-organis-
ing things. \As far as I'm concérned
this doesn't automatmally make me
less intell1g%nt than’ ‘other people
Some’ people seem ‘to thmk that those
whé enjoy cleanmg and orgamsmg
haven't the mental ab111ty to do any-
‘thmg tnore complex
Judlth is correct about suburbla

in that it wasn't demgned for soc1al
life’
to go'élsewhere for it whlch puts
tHose people without cars at a dlsad-
‘vantage. However she does seem
to be'going a bit far in saymg that
men do not contrlbute any of the
basics. ‘That is one of those sweep-
*’mg statements that even the one who
says it régrets later on as the ex-
ceptlons to 1t become apparent

Judith Hanna :
426 Wyargine Street’
Mogman, NSW 2088
Austraha

= B ARy S S e

I'd l1ke to: take issue thh thetwosit i

fence:of the Bourgeoisie', @ in iz
Playford first. . I don't see any~!
thmg wrong w1th my concept of

out,: equates it with’ happmess : 'at
goal’ doés John propose for his scien-.
tifief technological /] intellectual "c1vl-
lization’”I (which I dismlssed as the

"siipérstructire of culture', removed
fromthe actual "'reality of life" td
which ‘He' refers in his resoundmgly

confiiged’ finale)? Progress, perhaps'?

And we ‘all know where "progress ,
has landed us -- in a 8tate of ecolog-
ical crisis from which we may yet .
be rescued by nuclear near-éxtinct-
ion, if not of the human species, at
least of anythmg approachmg elther
John's ‘or Yy definitions of civiliza-
tion. . As I argued,: it's time for'a ' ..

ST I A I 5 B

of civilization which. he espouses

patterns customary to one's cultural

& patterns may.be shown to underlie any
“To get ‘that it seems one needs 3

: theorizing from observations. of apeS*
: and speculations about prehistory
"~ have-become-any more valid.  Far

""" us to build up our elaborately artificial
" (in the Jacobean sehse) cultures and
~ civiliBationsi " *

_ tqmg,., into: little. boxes for 'men! and:,
November 1981

Johns who disagree with my "In “e- .+ Oer, John (Newman) phrased it. .1

,.,l .‘.: > ar'
c1v1lizat10n whmh as J ohn pomts A of pasi hlStOI‘? i longer ¥Roess 11¥
Il relevant, or indeed desirable, for . .

" future society. But I do not try to= 'u

' our, present. soeiety, for they are the
.- roles accepted by most women and

© men,
e women's role

= which forms 50’ miuch ‘of the' reality’ of

- did what'I actually gdid itnply} elther
‘that. ‘only!women' shotlld indulge in ‘these
~"feminine"'
" should be réstricted to thése acu\htlés

re-examination of just that def).mtlon

Now, did I say that ' 'learning'
has been bred into humans'™%: ‘Actually,
I didn't, but I don't disagree with that
statement. As Josef Hurtubise could
confirm, the premise that human be-
haviours (including, of course, sex
roles) are learned according to the

group is the basic premise of socio-.

logical theory That this is now bemg
challenged by ethological studies. aim-
ed at determining just what 1nst1nctua1

universal human behaviours does not
however, mean that Ardrey -like

from being "of minor importance',
the human dependence on learned be-
haviour is precisely what has enabled

-Both Johns acquse, me of 'putting.

wornen'".' ‘No, no! .I was: too quest-:
ioning. "the roles that the: chauvamst
society . has reserved for. us'', .as. the

recogmse as fully-as they that the ,

concepts of ! 'women s work'' and even
"women's literature" are the products

: deny that those concepts: form part:of’

But by’ niy’ recogmtmn of “tHe -

Cand iy acknoWledge-'
‘mert of ‘thé’ value of that éaring for
and maintefiance ‘of thé infrastruétire”

life, I was not intending'to imply (nor'

‘petivities, ‘or that Women

and excluded from more trad1t1dnally
'masculine” ‘arefls, 7



Weberwoman's Wrevenge 5. - - _ _ - ______ . ___. sl _11_-
Vet l, ri!‘i. 'l”
Both Johns, zealous to show them- ‘prlate and not appr*ec1ated by Judith
selves fashionably feminist, have herself ~ I apologise for the condes-
read into what I wrote their own cending turn of phrase. It was not

stock bobbing blocks and in attacking meant to imply disrespect.
these have over-reacted in what I
can only consider a typical "humour-
less feminist' fashian..

((I understood perfectly well what
you were talking about in the article,
Judith, and it's amused me how
many rnen-'have misunderstood, but

I think you're being a bit harsh on
the Johns, especially Newman-JHW))

I've been intending for some time to
write. ..disagreeing with yet another
John - Alderson - and the farrago of
pseudo-anthropological prejudice in
WWW3. Ifonly]lI could work out
where to start. As an anthropologist,
I agree w1th Josef Hurtubise's com-
ments. The hotchpotch of sensation-
alist tit-bits from Aboriginal prac- Avedon Carol

tises which John presents -ears as 4409 .Woodfield Road

much resemblance to serious cultur- Kensmgton MD 20895

al analysis as von Daniken's theories USA | | 16 Novémber 1981

o to plausifle) cOupa)ery . John Alderson's anthropology is OK, ¥
Propaganda does occur in

myths'' John admits, as though we but his psychology is all wrong.., ... -
X The beard, Mr Alderson covers, the
might be in some doubt about it.

Good Lady, myth ain't nothing but face and thus obscures the express-
- ‘ ion, Since-'men are somahzed to hide
propaganda. Historical fact, how-

. o . as much of their softer emotlons as.
ever, is rajleven Wl vanishing in ossible,’ this is naturall not some-
myth -~ thijgonn dofgiyt acknow- It)hm ‘we ‘prefer (it is no ayccxdent that .
ledge. Rather he discusses myth as g p

if it were the account of actual events ~o few deaf people wear beards Ll

instead of to be read as a reflection expression is very 1mportaqt to 51gn

~ . . an ank] ¢
of and justification for the existing Languege ) o ¥, Fve stopped
. caring whether a man wears a beard
complex socio-cultural system.

. --rather, I worry whether he shaves ,
John's understanding of myth seems k
to be as distorted as his understand-‘ COnmIGIIEAALE S chooses not 10, xeep.
a beard. Stubble is an od10us thmg
ing of women.

Additionally, there are many docu- X
mented cases of women bemg executed
as witches although the records them-
‘selves show no ev1dence that these ‘
women were pracutloners of any reh-.

_ R 7. gion other than Chrlsuamty In sone..

It a'ppear,s that the manner I chose " ~¢ases it is qu1te ‘clear’ that the cha.rges

to express myself in my comments « stem from (a) use of herbal medicine,
on Judith Hanna's. artlcle "In Defense '(b) disobedience to the husband, (c) :
of the gou_rgeo;'sm was not appro-.. having fallen into personal disfavor . . .

John Ne\vman ) ,
163 Hutton Street

Thernbury, Vic. 3071

Australia- - T December 1981




-4 'ihad an, eI‘Oth dream about the accus-

-+..and sfrength:and quotes from Dr

with the local priest, and (d) inciting
the lust of a male citizen (that is, he
looked at her and got turned on --
. clear evidence of the dev11's work,
 you know. In one case, the man had

vl iy
1106

mg appeared to him by Satamc means
while he was trying to sleep. And
yes, she was found gu11ty and execu-

S, I believe that we used to dredge

up information about how women have
been oppressed in the past, not as a
. méang to cast blame on men and i
miake them feel guilty, but rather in
response to statements made to ., .. . .
prove the inferiority of women, such
as that female apes of a certain spe-
_.cies appear to be submissive to the
“~males, or that there are no female
Shakespeares, or whatever other
bullshit reason was dredged up as an
excuse for'underpaying women and .
trying to make birth control illegal.
The existence of Mary Daly's books e
is a direct response to clerical and _ ... .
academic bullshit wh1ch has been
dredged up to prove that God and _
. Nature have decreed that men are ¥
'mcapable of washing their own dishes
- and paying attention to their children
.and understanding language. ' You
- think women like having to dig-up all
..these counter-attacks?' We thought
..~ you guys just liked us and when'we _ .
- saidiwe didn't want to keep on being ..
a male supremacist society, " you'd
just- say, HOK, 'if that's what you
-want. - Makes sense;! ‘Instead, we .
~_.,-hea.rd all this rubbish about the mon- TR L it e sl
' keys and gross motor co-ordination Neville 3 Angove

' , " P .O:Box 770 8
. iIiahnsl;m and all th?t Maybe it twoul;:'l Canbérra City, ACT 2601
-vhave been:more effective to-jus 8aYs,  awstialia® ' 24 November 19'81

.. !'I'den't'care about the -monkeys' I
want a bigger: paycheck. I don't care Josef Hurtubise should be more care-
~.about there being no female Rem- ful with the "insults'' he uses - he
.brandts;: do:the dishes, :I-don't care seems to be the ledding contender for
what you can-lift; feed the'baby. 1 the ''1981 Nev: Angove Popularity;
don't icare what Freud said; I'm not - Award!|. For example, 'cretin!’is
. upset because I'm overemotional, I'm not an insult per se, but rather a
o upset because you're actmg like a technical term with a well-defined
ot Jackass o . meaning in taw in both Australia’and
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New Zealand. To call someone a -~ towards sex, violence, ahd-male-,
cretin-is to call them insane, which' female relations, which lead to the

.is libellous. It would be Safef to use sorts of situations described by Nev,
the adjective, ''cretinous', but would These are the rea_son,s':why 1, .amongst
be everi. safer to stick to'well-known many feminists, believe "rape'' should
.and vague insults sich as ”fuckw1tted"be treated as "assault', removing as

that was: applied to John Alderson " much of the sexual element as possi-
(amongst others).: Pl 3 B ' ble. What is rea_lly needed of course,
‘My comment about the poor male is a change in attltudes amongst both
inirape cases is not without founda- sexes -- but that takes a long time.
tion. ‘My brother, several years ago, and is very difficult --JHW))
was setiup by afermale of our jmutural I find nothing strange in bemg a
acquaintance; she had planned to have psychologist who dislikes people. .
sexual intercourse with him, and the fact that I do not like. raplsts
then claim rape if he did not agree murderers, child molesters or poli-
..to take responsibility for the child ticians does not mean that I ¢annot
she. was carrying (fathered by some study them. Does Ashby like all her
unknown male). As a psychologist clients - or does she refuse those who
I have ''studied' women who felt it whom she dislikes? Does a doctor

was,.aceceptable to tease a man almost ‘have to like disease, or an executioner
to the bedroom door, and then back like killing, or a soldier like war?
out of the affair with great delight at I understand people, emphathise with
the male's discomfiture: I have met people, enjoy studying people, love _
young women who have claimed they people; but I do not have to aséoélate
would cry "rape'' if their parents with them directly a$ a recreation’
discovered them in compromising’ ' I admit that once I did like peoplé" Y
situations, or if they otherwise want- unreservedly, but then [ became a """
ed to. revenge themselves on a male; fan, and discovered that fandom exem-
I have counselled one man who was plefles all that is unhkeable in people..
accused of rape even though he was
totally incapable of penetration (and
was actually terrified of women).” On
the other hand, I know of many men
who believe that it is not rape unless
they have to threaten the women with :
a, k'n],fe - just bashing her a few times" Ashby's continued v111f1cat10n Of any—- i

‘to them gentle persuasion. . . - thing or anyone who dlsagrees wlth

I know that a great many rapes her is an e':ample of what I don't like
are not reported, and I know that a about people. I suggest, she study the
great many reported rapists escape process of thesis- ant1thes1s -synthesis,
with little or no punishment, But to see why valid d1sagreement is
that does not excuse the fact that - healthy and promotes understanding,. .
many women have used thé rapé accu- and why attacking ther person instead: -
sation as a.means of revenge, not of of the argument causes conflict. ; |
justice, ‘T do pity the" poor male, e '
raised in a soclety that glorifies sex-
ually dominent men and applauds
women who offer sexual intercourse
as a bribe for servit:e;cf"rendered"‘

((Do elaborate on that; Neville -~1 do

_not see that fans are any more,or'
less, likeable, than other’ groﬁpings

of people,. such as cricket fans; show
dog raisers, or feminists. --JHW))

(¢I didn't notice any ''vilification" in
: Chrlstme s remarks in WWW4, to.
you or anyone else I did notice some :
w1tty turns of phraSe Whl(;h some:may -
. ii~"iorpret - why are you so defen-
((x really must pubhsh that essay I . sive, Nev1lle‘? 'Or maybe this letter . ..
did on rape, in which I discuss the... is your versmn of witty repartee? -JHW))
problems of our society's attltudes ‘
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Dammit, I just realised that Ashby .

is a solicitor, and therefore fnakes 3

her living by dlscred1t1ng both argu- -
ments and people, for a'fee; I make
my living by treating people as Jbio- -
logical machines, . to be gulded to-~
wards producmg the. maximum long-
term output. T wonder which of us
‘really treats people w1th the least

i reSpect and regard

Ay
L

Gerald Boyko . -

P O Box 826, Stn A

Vancouver, BC .

Canada V6C 2N6 25 Novemb 81

When I went to ‘the 39th Worldcon I
was impressed’ with the A in '83 bid
committee., I was even more impres-
sed when, about 1/2 second after the
vote for the '83 site was announced,
the Austrahans distributed bulletins
for Melbourne in '85. Talk about
bouncing back from:defeat, never say
die, and‘all that.

I realize the Melbourne concom is
a separate group from the '83 group
- an Aussie explained it to me - but
it was still impressive.

Denys Howard

1013 N 36th

Seattle, WA 98103

USA 3 December . 81

The article by Judith Hanna, ''In
Defence of the Bouregoisie', was a
major disappointment. It was fright-
fully sophomoric, lacked thematic
coherence, and used words in strange

and unusual ways without defining them

Hanna uses the word\ bourgemsxe

in. 1ts 18th and: 19th Century cdhnota-
tions; it was coined’ to mean . the ""mid-
-dle class" between the noblhty and
peagantry. Surely no one, in all’of

.. Australia currently fits that definition,
The class so described went on to

become the. ruling class in. somety,
edgmg out the nobility, the former
title- holders. We use the same word

_to refer to a group of vastly different

circumstances now: that. 1% of the
white western societies who thorough-
ly dominate the economic and intell-
ectual lives of all the rest of humariity.
I somehow doubt Hanna is in that group.

t...John Alderson's fatuous article
""Myths and Mutilation' (is),drenched
in misogyny.. .Alderson fails to grasp

. the impetus behind books such as

X Gyn/Ecology they are an effortto '
. explain in human history the ongms '
‘of the incontrovertible fact we face
. today‘(and which.Alderson ccnvemently

demonstrates. sub: rosa in his article), "

. that virtually all' men hate v1rtually _
~ all.women with a contempt and. passion

which is nothing short of 'a'stonishj;n'g" |
This is especially amazing when we:
see that this hatred and loathmg is
couched in the most’ prec1ous of ideo~ *
logies, that of ‘love'" The disdain -
which th1s artxcle demonstrates for
women- qua women makes me wonder
why you even bothered prmtmg it,

(1 found the information on Aborlgmais
interesting, and was curious to'see
what readers would say about the rest,
It's certainly generated a lot of mail.
--JHW)) -

. Why bother printing a lament from
Eric Lindsay that you demonstrate a
feminist bias/sic/? Why do you even
want people in your reading audience
who can say with a straight face that
you should provide equal rights (of
access to the zine) for men?

((Because I find Eric's stirring so
obviously deliberate, and so amusing,
and it enrages my readers. Also, I
am not running a zine for women,
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My sense of humour seems similar woman to work anywhere she wants
to Eric's at times, and different . and go anywhere she wants without ™
from other pc-ple's who don't know = the threat of sexual harassment or y

when we're Jokmg )) ¥ REA] A | rape. Ibelieve in being assertive .

" " rather than aggressive and don't , .
like becoming fanatical on the sub-
ject.” Right now there s a lot of con-
troversy gomg on in the Army about.

a woman's role m the Army. Now .

women in the Army isn't exactly a
new concept, we've been around, v
since WWII, but w1th the abohshment
of the Women's Army Corps in 1975
a whole new set of problems arose..
as wciion wanted to fill more than :
just clerlcal and admlmstratwe Jobs
Recently women were integrated in,
training units and had a greater
selection of specialties to choo_s_e =il
from than before, but now, under, .,
Reagan a study is being done on the .
role of women in the Army, .

; What is happening is that. they re

((I don't know why other do it, but I  trying to push us out of many sp_ecxal-

do because the brand of ( cheap) sten- ties they say we can't handle physi- -

cils I use often tends to shred if cally. As a result of this, morale.. .-
weakened by too much underlmmg - is low. Women have always come. ;.

JHW)) i ; up last in the Army - none of the.  .ij

TR AP ; uniforms developed for women have;..
had tne durability or same degree of-:
quality as the men's, and everything
we get costs more. On top of this,

General Julius Becton in Germany is ..
trying to get the Army to implement.

a new ' get tought'' policy on pregnant.

women. What General Becton propo-i:

ses is that any pregnant first term .

- solcier be given the option to abort ...

I eyt S or be discharged. This is rather .. .
PO Box'5057 i Y ‘ L. ir.onic considering Army hoepitals
Ft Lee, VA 23801 will not do abortions and neither will -

. the military fund them. Because of.

Jon Noble s letter was a pleasant
¢ontrast to all the other boy-drivel
on your pages; likewise that of Marc
Ortlieb. I did think you short-chang-
ed the latter on the question of
“"barriers", though. His point about
the normalcy and necessity of choos-
ing how much of yourself to ''reveal"
to people is well-taken; in my opin-
ion you changed the subject by accus-
ing him of keeping up "barriers' even
in intimate relationships, a practice
which I did not read his letter as con-
doning, .

A question of style: why do so
many Ozzines prefer a line of dashes
half-a-space below a book title, over
the American standard of underlining?

B ' % December 1981 the attitude of the men I work with, .
W1th all this discussion on femm- find myself becoming a much more .. .;;:
ism, I'm finding it difficult to find  vocal feminist than I had ever wanted -

out just-what I do believe. I am not to be. I always thought that when the ..
a whole hearted supporter of the ERA crusty old men of the older genera- . ::
(Equal Rights Amendment) because I = tion retired, that our problems would. .
hate having the’ government stick be over. But that's not so. It seemsg
their fingers in every piece of legis- that military academies are turning |
lative pie, though I do believe in equal out crusty old men at the age of 22.

jobs for equal pay and the right of a




Jon Noble

97 Burns Rd"
Spmngwood N‘SW 2777 M
Austraha 8 December 1981

It seems to me that Tuhe Vaux makes
the problem of. witchepaft aid’the
occult in 17th:Century Europé overly
complex. : The suggestion that®ruids,
survived as an:occult, group"'infdfthis

period is amazing. C»ertamly ods i

ern drulds have -little in. common w1th
the. anféié‘hb bnesi as is witnessed by
their use “of; Stonehenges,: .. :
As’for: w;tches .this-ig a sub;ect
upon which:1.once; d1d [some.. research
Witcheraft, beliefs are.amazingly .
uhlversal Australlan abgrigines, and

Eskimos are among the few, pepple

not to belleve in witches,. . Not only
this, but also there is a. lot of. com -
mon ground in these beliefs....The .
story of the conquistadorgs!. amaze-" :
ment at the A-tec witch beliefs,
wh,lch mcluded them fly;ng on broom-
stlcks Whlle faqmg backwards (the
sarre tPS was be,heved in Europe,
recen ch11dren §.bogk illos not with-
standmg) is, well known but a para-
llel can be made with the Afriean
behef that w1tches ride pigs facmg
backwards and the Chinese belief

1

The overwhelzpmg bulk>of evxdence
suggests that 17th Century witches :,:;
were in fact gontemporary equiva-
lents of McCarthy g communicts of.
the 1950"s, , It.is interesting to. note. -
that the Salem W,ltchtrlals ceased -
when most oi;‘ those domg the, accusmg
were in, turn condemned of witch= "'
craft and hppg, Un;ler local. laws
anyone accused of witcheraft who'.
repented was releaSed (they were:a -
Chrigtinn so,c1ety) hence. many of -

to repent for somethlng they. didn't
do - the hol1er than- thou types who.
' igtarted it all.

((I'm glad I'm not the only"on'e who
. has read and accepts the thirory of
“witches as victims. ~-THW)) &

ST TERRN S

Al

\ %
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The idea that w1tchcraft was an . ., _
ancient religion stems in part from _
Crowley, Waite, MacGregor and. that
crowd, and partly from the poor
anthropology of Margaret Murray
There is no historical evidence.for it.
Thé universality of witchcraft beliefs,
would seem to make it an extremely
ancient religion if this were .the: caBe.
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Diane deé}qﬁqte Fox '
P O Box 129

,Lakemha NSW 2195

JJ.]

Australla . 12 December 1981

I'ave been vn:ble to find one of my""
books that contains a good deal of the
writings on matters sexual and simi-
lar, by Sir Richard Burton, unconven-
tional Victorian traveller and anthro-

~pologist, and‘ftranslater of the ""Arab-
" ian Nights'',

1 believe he has some

_ material on female circumeision,
"fand comments that victims of the de-
; *l1t0r1'7mg operation become physic-

ally frigid, but :~~ntally somewhat
morbid - 'Sex in the head' as D H: .
Lawrence so disgustedly puts it.

A displacement of the normal (and no, :
longer fulfillable) pleasure response
into psychological grat1f1cat1on mani-

: ,_‘jfestmg itself as an interest: in' promls-

those hung were . those who refused !- 'culty and downright kinkiness.

.Re your commeénts on caif thefts/

.r‘aplsts I was reminded of some of'
J.G Ballard s rathen wild comiments
' on the same theme,

¥ should: think

that if anyone went m for. a 9_},‘}3_9_" :
1dent1f1cat10n a.nd dec1de’d to undulge

in autosexu'ﬂlty, tne exhaust pipe would

o i




“in Star Trek" I assume you've seen
‘at'least ‘few eplsodes s0. do you.
.agree or’ dlsagree on thig? It's. {j-ust
that T recently saw the two-part o1

be a fairly logical place (autosodo-
my? ) but only after; the motor had
been turned off for awhile and the
thing had dooled down somewhat
(autonecrophilia). The. chrome or-
nament on the hood would be in many
cases of suitable phalhc shape and
dimensxons for physical amusement
- often these feature some animal
(autobestiality?). I'd better shut
up or people might think me auto-
peculiar,

((And I hope my/drastic editing of
your letter, juxtaposing these two
subjects, des not give readers too
wrong an impression of you-JHW))

Rick Kennett

46 Soudan St e ,
Coburg, Vic. 3058‘” , _
Austraha , 20 December 1981

Is it ]ust my Lmagmatlon or do I
detect a certain amount of gsexism ' ;

episdde’ "The Menageme :which jn
reality ’1s the very, first. ST. eplsode

with an' entlrely dxfferent cast as the

EnterErlse s crew except for.Spock.
In this 1966 pllot the starship...has -
anwoman second -in- cognmand Spock,
it seems is the thlrd officer.. With
orﬂy one exeeptlon the, women crew
members seemed more practxcally
dressed for deeds of interstellar
daring*- do than the short-dressed,
blatk stoc"kmged high booted (pause
while'I ‘have a cold shower) -ladies
undex‘ Kirk's captamcy L

((Yes I had notlced the discrepancy
between. the pildt and the series, and
have always been irritatéd by the
xgen clothing. : I note that many
ft ans I've seen wear practi-
call slacks.and tunic like the men.
Also that recent American sf tv has
not improved much on the ""sexy"
female outfits, though some may be
slightly more practical. - JHW))

_ others, by far ip, the: majority.ay .
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!;.Roger Wedd 11

12 Midvale Ave.

-North Balwyn, V1c 3104

Austraha - NOVember 1981

I must comment on somethmg Christ-
ine Ashby said,.-''Just-about all of

‘Melbourne fandom . ."'  Christine

is not in a. position to speak for Mel-
bqurne fandom, .. The group she is
cefexjrjlng to is mainly: the group that
was involved in running:Aussiecon.., .
But since 1975 .things have changed.
The Melbourne University Science
Fiction Association- {MUSFA) has been
a much more active force in'the last
6 years,“than the people Christine '
associates with. Other people, such
as those who were based at Monash

- Um but whb have Spread to bemg the

......

" general Melbourne” sf poptrlax:e“ and
others who sunply‘ me‘t ‘each’ other by
coming to cons’étc - "all these people
exist, and for the most:part: Chmstme
et al are simply.ynaware of thesg:

I doubt ifi ;nost peop“le actlvely mvolved
even know' 'th'at Chr;stme,\or Dérmck
or the Magic Puddin* Club, @tceexist
or ever. existed., -And I objectto the
fact that others ‘may: think she repre-
sents all of '"Melbourne fandom™.'..
(not that) there is any large group in
Melbourne. . . most people don't don't know
each other, or only vaguely. 2k

((I think Christine is well aware of

this situation, Roger, as am’ IL-- but
she, like I, indulges in a b1t of hyper-
bole to make a point someumes. ~JHW))

I"I'm qmte disgusted by What Jokin )Alder-
- _son.has to say | it's:insidious propa-
ganda,. in a way that perhaps you may

not have considered - a former girl-

’frlend and more than a few: preévious
‘female acquaintances had never cons1d-

ered how his remarks act upon men;
You see, in a way 1t's easier - much
easier, for you - for women in generab—

‘ 'to disagree with him generally, to digw

¢ard what he mouths as rubbish. But
think of it from my situation. Here we




are, in a regretfully male-oriented
society (it's changing, but there's a ;!
loooong way to go), and me with a..
sensible (I think)'idea '6f how things:
should be, -and ‘along comes this glib
propagator of an 1n31d10us paran01d
sexist rryth tellmg me that 1 am
wrong. and I really am super1or
better, destined t6 be 'more powerful
etc. Admlttedly, there 1s httle
danger from John, who 1s as subtle’

as a. sledgehamr_n_er "' But seriously
consider the effect - more casual,
subtle brand of the sarre message
,J,mports Here your average male : v
is, hemg constrant assured = David'Dismore " i i b

rerrmded - that, yes he is better 516 So: Alexandrla Ave #103
than a11 ”those sﬂly womeqﬁr' Los Angeles, CA 90020
~ USA

((Tb be fa1r John's art;cle dldn t;
say ‘anything about superiority,;. just ((This letter actually appeared in the
differences, but taken in conjunction Los Angeles Herald Examiner in v
with other propaganda, it does rein- January 1981, but Dave sent me a_ .
force that message -JHW)) 4io0 o copy of it. -JHW)) ‘

My whole pomt is, surely it’ &s easier (Those who fantasue) that the femunst
to dlsaoree with someone who tells '~ movement is about o self- destruct as
-.you you're inferior than it ig to dis- women scurry back. to the kitchen upon
agree with someone who tells you TRy reallzmg they. can't devote 100 per
you're guperior. ((Which is no'doubt cent of their time to parentmg and
'why the sexists have changed their work outs1de the, home as well, conven-
tactics-JHW)) Everyone likes to'be iently. igore half _the responsible

told that they're okay. Everyone parenthood equation fatherhood!
likes being reassured, and tdld how A basic feminist principle is that
good they are. Therefore 1t's so parenthood 1s an extremely: 1mportant

much more msmhous the propaganda chm.ce and responmblhty -- 1mportant
that maIes have to endure about how enough that both the joys. and _responsi-

men are better.” Meanwhile, of bilities should be, shared by a couple
course; ‘there's also.no denying the according to thezr own 1nd1v1dual abil-
fact-that it's the women who are .. - ities.  Arbitrarily assigning the entire
~worge.off and guffering because of emotgonal/nurturmg respon81b111ty to
' /these:gexist attitudes, but please ; the. mother and. the entlre ,ﬁnancxal

_don't ever entirely discount the fact respons1b1hty to the father often can
that it's” also difficult for'men not to short- -change the child as, much as the
g0 aiong w1th the established sexrst parents,

‘set. ot 'values. (and) it"s'not only'* © ' More than énough lip service has

men who are’ sexist - in’ favour of ' "b'een pdid to the ides that a child needs
;.;;the male supremacy 1dea % """""{j two parents.’ Le't‘s'rai‘ée boys to be

((Thanks, Roger, for stating very  loving, highly’involved fathers, even

well a point I've been makmg for:~ . 'if ‘lt means spendmg a little l¢ss time
i years,  that sexism affects men ad- "providers". 'And enough ofthe

- versely, tco - and, by 1mphcat10n hYPbC“SY of men berating women for

;:that Men . Are Not, the Enemy _JHW)) not cheerfuuy acceptmg the myth that
g i l \ ' {( : ':.;“ .. : NV‘_‘.;". .nzl_.

al)
o
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motherhood must be a 24-hour-a-day
obsession and fatherhood an expen-
sive hobby. If anti-feminist fathers
want their children to have more
attention and love, then give it!
Don't demand it be done for. you,
like some ‘well-past-draft-age hawk
who waves the flag and shouts that
no sacrifice is too great as long as
someone else has to make it,

Nobody says it's easy to combine

B ol Sl L ST — ol e Tt el

' What I meant by ""men are men and
women are women'' in the village of
High Gold is that sexual differences are
not used as a put-down there, It's not
an issue, perhaps because the sexual
dimorphism is more marked in that
specizs. (For example, there s always
at least 6" of height difference between
the two sexes.) The Forest Folk feel
that since men and women are obvious-
ly different, it's ridiculous to put

Ta challengmg career outside the home down the other sex and play power

and responsxble parenthood -- but

. games, ''like those crazy Emyrri.

_ that goes for men as well, and thanks They'r2sun- -touch'd" - they must be,

to the feminist movement, more and
more men are realizing that. And,
""like the feminist movement itself,
that's good for men, women and

| chlldren :

‘,.‘.,((Dave will- also at the drop of a
pen, write letters on the virtues of
remaining childfree, or of remain-
ing a.yirgin...interesting man. He's
currently cycling across the USA on
behalf of the Equal Rxghts Amend-
ment. -JHW))

Julie Vaux -

14 Zara Road

Willoughby, NSW 2068

Apstralia;. . ::' 25 November 1981

I'd like'fo éxtend my remarks on the
Emyr i, havmg now re-read the artl-
cle and your comments.,

The Emyrri society, being real'
to me, at 1east _is not perfect, like-
most soc1et1es, and, - symbolically,
is'a tirror to the other, less agress
ive societies. I am blanning a series
-"The Ballads of Emyrr'' - that show
the evolution of the Emyrri from a
primitive society to its patriarchal
phase to a modern democracy.

.I'm selecting incidents from
10 000 years of a planetary history. .
Emyrr is a caste- oriented society.
It was their change from .a grouping
of clans to‘a‘caste society that led to
their mlgratton to the presant lands
from the Land of Winds (an ocean-
ringed cape).

cutting down whole trees' -.a Forest
Folk opinion of the Emyrri, (When

‘the Forest Folk need timber, they
-only cut down branches or dead wood. )

((Julie went on at some length’ 'and I
must apologize for printing only a
portion of her letter. .. she also sent

a story about High Gold Village, which
I shall publish next time, not having
enough space this issue. <-JHW))

.. .the Emyrri are the "bad guys'' of
Comor. .. At any rate, even ina
societal cultural complex as patriar-
chal as Emyrr, I.do believe it is poss-
ible using this society as a'framework,
to create adventures containing posi-
tive role models. [-ask you and your
readers not to judge my friends of
Comor on the habi's of one small por-
tion of the planet.” To present a con-
trast I am sending you an article,
depicting a.summer's day in the village
of ngh Gold, a matriarchal clan soci-
- ety, modified by contact with a hlgher
level technological one. '

Riger Weddall -
(address above) - December 1981

I passionately hate the idea of WAHF
columns. What are they for? If1.

" write someone a letter, I know I sent

it, and then so does the sendee, when
they receive it. So what is the point?

((Editore don't always reply to locs
received, and given the state of the
postal service these days, especially




‘internationally, - it is tseful to hst
letters received, when they are not

. published. That way the writer at
‘least knows' the letter’ got t5 its des- |
tination. - Mo<* people v2 owmte to
faneds do 8o, [ think, to ensure that
they continue to get the pubhcatmn '
and also in ‘the hope that the letter
will be:publishéd. If one wishes
- merely to correspond partlcularly
if the editor is 4'personal friend or
acquai~*~- -e; théy are likely to
mark the' 1etter DNQ (Do Not ’)UQte)
I like:to think I can usually tefl the
difference in the letters I receive
(not always!). And yes, of course,
some faneds list WAHF as an exer-
cise in egoboo - see, I get mail from
these well-known people. -Why not? |
--JHW)) . Norh

Judith Hanne”" : el ‘
(address: above) - '1 January 1982 >
((Judithvsent me a‘copy of a letter
she had written to John Newmah,
continuing: their debate on her artic-’

le; see her earlier 1etter--JHW)")

Instmct and c1v111 ‘ation, eh? Yes,
I did sklm over a camplex and fascin-
atmg area, just in passing, ‘there;.an
area where anthropological theory at-
the moment is undergoing an uphea=« -
val. Basxcally, the traditionally
accepted pos1t10n has been: that cul-
ture (of which ' 01v111zat10n is the
self- defmed hlghest form) is a matter
of learned behavmurs and ''learning"
again by. deflmtlon, stands as'the
opposite of "instinct" , i.e. instinet- .
ive behaviours are innate patterns

which do not need to be learned though °
their appearance may be dependent "

on exposure to "'releaser' st1mu11
Froni'this definitional materlal it

follows! that civilization, as a forrn"'o'_f 0.

culture; is built upon learned, not
instinctive, behaviour patterns;
instinct; insofar as it affects human
behaviour, dictates the fundamental
necessities for survival. :
Recently, following. ethologlcal ;
studies by e.g. Lore

‘ah.throp"‘olog'ical interest in what in-"

z and Tingergen,
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stinctive behaviour patterns: may be
found to. underlie human (species-""
wide, _not culturally derived):behav-
iour has revived; Ardrey's writings
are the best known but; in my" opu'non
at least among the least reliable
since they base their arguments‘uapon

.. paleontological evidende: = whith? ="
. gives only skimpy circumstantial

clues as to behaviour - and: upon pr1-
mate studies, The 'instinets'upon's

.. which Ardrey focusses are pnmarlly

the ""masculine drives' of. aggressmn
and terr1tor1a11ty, which drives pro-
duce .wars, politics and all the other
superstructure of history which I
argued in my article are ahti. my’

‘definition of clvilization as the fabmc

of life which as John Playford pomted

out ‘equates with' ' 'happiness". ... But

yes, you are right, I did not make
all that- at all ciear prev1ohsly

((Judlth went o -to talk about the

" housewife's role, but I thihk that’
part of the letter is worthy of an
article in itself; if there's room at.

{He end of this zine, I shall put it in;
otherwise, next tlme. . .at this rate,) .

1 should go bimotithly: wish I had the

resources. of energy and cash. :JHW))

WAHF (nyah nyah to you Roger)
Ro-lot lol Goudriaan, Robert Clements,
Al Fitzpatrick, Johh Playford twho'

, .sent me. a cover for the next WWW), "

R Laurrame ’Extlha51 Peter Graham.
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My intention in this book review
column is to focus on books with
strong female lead characters,
and/or books which address
social, ‘environmental, or
political issues of interest

to women in: general ‘and °

to myself-in particular,

I would welcome reviews

from readers, on fiction

or non-fiction works in

these ‘categories.

Elizabeth A Lynn:
A Different Light (1978)
Watchtower- (1979)
The Dancers of Arun (1979)
The Northern Girl (1980)

Tornor”)

Eliz‘abe't,h A Lynn creates worlds

to delight the heart of any feminist,
Generally speaking, issues such as
homo /heterosexuality:and racism
are very minor or non-issues in
her societies. Which is not to,say
that she's writing "utopian' fiction
-- far from it. But she's removed

personal relationships complex, in -
order to more closely look at other
issues. For example, her main
characters tend to be concerned -
about, real or imagined inadequacies
in themselves during the course of
a book they learn to value their
strengths and worry less about the
weaknesses, She doesn't portray
"good" versus "'bad' people; all’
her people have both good and bad
points, just like ''real'’ people.

All the usual human traits are there: planet for telepaths.

greed, for example, so there's
plenty of scope for conflict. She
explores the virtues of resolving

conflict by other than violent means,

especially in the sense of determin-
ing when the problem is really one

“ook Kevie N

of lack of cammunication.
enjoy visiting her worlds, and look
forward to returning.

I can't say I like her writing style - =
very much, though, but that's a more '

I really

personal matter of taste. Her sen- -
tence structure tends to be too short’
and choppy for my preference.

In A Different Light, Jimson Alleca’
is a talented artist who is dying of a - -
rare form of cancer, He is confined -
to the planet of New Terrain because:: -
the radiation of hyperspace:is likely:

-to worsen his condition and kill him
e : : .thhm a year; with his medication he
some of the issues that make inter- -could live perhaps 20 years.,.

10ng1ng to see other worlds is too -

But his:

“strong; he goes with his current lover
Leiko, a former lover, Russell, and-

a telepath, ¥ao, on a mission to steal:
some exotic masks from a planet

that is not-listed on the official charts.
There théy find telepathic people who
use the masks as amplifiers, and are
forced to kill some of them, Jimson's"
disease gets rapidly worse, but he
learns there is a possibility of a sort .
of reprieve at Psi Center,  the training-
The story is- .
relatively uncomplicated, and centres .
mostly on the feelings and interactions
of the characters, hut.there:is enough-
action and intrigue to interest other - ::-
readers. The underlying thematic




assumption of. “lovers be1ng m any Likewise, the fact that men palr w1th

combinéation jof Bexes, is ev1dent ] men, or women’ w1th wormen, ‘or in-
here, T{mches of eastern rehglon * heterosexual or blsexual combmatlons%
and marfial &Fts are also to be ! . '.is a generally-accepted'fact of life |
found. . An example of the sorts ‘of . in Arun (even amongst those who i
commdmcahons problems: Russell think it's a little'odd). In many cases
is hutrt because Jimson seems to one must read several’ pages to fmd

be avoiding him, but Jimson is -~ out which sex a character is.” o
actually just oo embarras'sed to. .+  Lynn's most 1mpor‘tant creat,lon &)
make love with anyone, niuch less |- is the society of chearis, ‘a group of
a former lover about whom he still  people of both sexes who have left
feels very strongly, when there is (or been exiled from) their society,

a telepath around! He's not used to  and who have set up their own sociéty,.
someone 'listening in", while Russ- almost a feminist utopia; where- those :
ell is used to it and thinks nothing who are interested and capable, ‘are

of it : trained in the martial-arts and: dance
(anyone with even ar- dimentary
knowledge of some Japanese martlal

The first book of the Chronicles of
Tornor trilogy, titled Watchtiower,
introduces us to Tornor Keep,  in the
north of the Land of Arun .and to
Sorren,. the daughter- of the Lord of
the Keep.. Sorren has left the Keep
to travel-as a messenger with her
lover, a woman named Norres,
When Tornor Keep falls to a south- - -
ern barbarian, Errel (the heir),
Ryke (his manservant) and Sorren
eventually join-the chearis; in: their
isolated valley. (More about chea-
ris in a minute)  They cannot. stay
in this idyllic setting, however,
but must go back to try to
liberate Tornor. In this
book we are introduced. to

the main themes of the -
series. . Lynn's people- ..

are of. various gkini: - ;
colour, hair:.colour andi: 5
texture, etc; although.... . -
a mark of which part: -
of the country.one's" s
from, these 'raciall; . ..:ii.:.:o
charactemstlcs have 50
little significance to the ... &7
characters. Thus a s
reader who believes a
multi-racial society is
desirable, will feel com-
fortable here; and as a
model to counteract the
usual stereotyping of
races, it is delightful.




Weberwoman's Wrevenge 5 2% : - 524,

= m m Em m W e e m e m m m e m = W wm m @ e e e = @ m e m m m @ m m m e W = m W = =

arts (I am in this category) knows second Sorren, many generatmns re-
that there is little difference between ‘moved from her namesake in Tornor,
the two.) The chearis' creed empha- Shé is a bondservant who is freed and
sizes non-fighting unless all else pursues her visions back to the .Keep.
fails; when they do fight, they are Along the way she learns the art of
ex eptionally good at it. archery, and drums_for a group of::
The second volume, Dancers of dancers. The debate over weapons.
Arun, takes place several genera- (sort of a dlsarmament treaty quest-
tions after Watchtower. A young ion) wanders through the book
man (Kerris), fostered at Tornor, I engoyed this trllogy 1mmense1y,
is reunited .with his brother and sets v151t1ng the Land of Arun was a real
off ta Elath, -a city where he can joy. Lynn is well able to create vivid
receive training in the use of his ] 1mpressmns of the 'eople and places.

psi.powers. . Kerris hac only one
arm (having lost the other as a-baby
.,i,n, a raid which killed his mother).
‘He feels very.inferior because he S
could never train in the martial

arts; and he's frightened by his aye Wihouhal Shove, 1981
dreams. (awakening psi) which were Hestla 1979 et . b "'J-_;-__;;',-'j-._"'.:..,

misunderstood by the pecple at Tor- These boaks are not related except

== Rev1ewed by Jean Weber )

C. Che ryh
Sun fall, 1981

nor., .- This book largely depicts by havmg the same authori Sunfall_"' ’
Kerris' awakening to the knowledge is a collection of long short stories =
that each person has giftsiwhich (not listed as having been published
make them wvaluable; his:*handicap' ' anywhere <lse before), taking place"*
is mostly.in his own mind.~ Again)"”. in various;cities of Earth at'a time'
the. themes of :multi~racialtism,” vari-"f in the far:future when the sun is dymg
able sexual pairings {or groupings),” and the people who haven't gone to"
communal living, . and the:superior- the stars. have mostly fallen into

ity of negotiation over conflict, are ~ long-established stagnant’patterns of
background. in this'story.: People ' life. The cities are: Paris (where """
and their personal problems abound, people.were immortal; if théir bodies
even while the Elath group defend -  died, -their consciousnesses were

themselves against wild people from reborn in newly-born children; thus
the Heéert. Some readers may find~ a 'real' death was longed for by mahy);
thé "incest" between the two brothers London (where a woman banishéd to
objectionable; I have always thought The Tower meets the ghosts of mill-"

that sibling incest, pnrtlcularly when enia past; together they plot her escape);

both parties are adults, is guite a ,.:,“_:Moscow.(where the inhabitants have
different thing from parent-child = regressed to-a pastoral existence,
incest; that fact that it's tvo men . surroundedby:ice and snow; does
may further complicate the tOplC for ... The Wolf bewitch the Hinter); Rome
those who find such things not to _ ,,v,,(the dream machine is inadequate for
their liking. I found it good, to be . . the Tyrant; only a dream of an'alien
jolted out of ‘sexual stereotypes .., world will do - but ig it a:dream?);
The third volumé, " "-~‘hern Girl, New York City (many kilometrés high,
takes place many years later ‘long . the Manhattan Tower requires crews
i after the chearis’ have evolved into -  of men and women tao ‘work on its out-

guards in the cities or into travellmg side, especially when new construct-
f bands of dancers, and-edged weapons ion is needed; but the powerful try to

have been banned in Kendra-on-the- beat the computers in deciding whose

Delta. " "The book centres around a view is to be ruined, or whose fortune
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. will be made; the lives of the high-.-
11ners lxterally hang in the balance);

f:Pekmg (the. people. of the: Forbidden-

City lead lazy lives, not.appreciats-

" ing the danger of,; the nomads:of the:
desert, who are led by, a reincarna--
tion of a man who has begen ma.ny
w111 the pattern of conquest be bro-u
ken thls time? ), .A magnificent :
series of tlghtly written; stories,

' each conveying a strong image; of
the time and, place and the feelings'
‘of the inhabitants. Several stories
have strong female leads; though
they may on the surface appear to
be concerned mainly with so- -called
trivial feminine pursults (beautj,
for example). they.aré' strong people

Wave Without a Shore is a comph-

catéd, “in-dépth study of phllosopiu- .

cal ¢clashes. Freedom is'a planet
wheré the intellectuals are so
tramed -in’ the ex13tent1a11st notions
of "eneé's ‘own reality", that they
don't: literally - see people ‘who
‘¢lagh ‘with that’ reality, or aliens’ ]
(whic¢h also clash with their reahty)
This occasionally leads to some =
bizarre'COntradictibns. When some-
one doés ''seé'" ‘an "invisible",
she considers her /himself to be
insane and’ promptly drops out of
socie'ty and befomés an invisible
her/him'self. Outsiders (visitors
from' other planets) of course do not
comprehend any of this. 'Herrin is
. an artist, cdpable of sculpting’ stat-
ues that can' mould their viewers'
thoughts. “The " descrrptmns of his
work ‘are’ dramatic. "Waden Jenks is
FirstCitizen of Freedom who atten-
ded'univérsity with Herrin and
understands th~ 'immense strengths

in his art, and Herrm s weaknesses.

Their strengths complement each
othér, yét they are wary of each
other. 'Jerks' reality encompasses
Outsiders; he realises that Freedom

must deal with them, lest they come"“' o 3
7" ((Too low on the page to start a new

in with - firepower and take over. o %
Herrin's reality rejects Outsiders, -

he or

and he finds'it difficult to accept '
Jenks' views. Herrin'eventually is"
forced to become an invisible; and "
then to deal with the planet's alie’”"
inhabitants. ‘Again, clashes of gul="
tures. Cherryh's writing conveys '~
great strength of vision in an economy
of words.' Though there's action in =
this book, there's also a lot of philo-
sophy and devious maneuvering of
thought, which may be a bit off-putt-
ing for some readers. I like that
sort of thing It's not a particularly
"feminist' book, though there is one
strong (though relatively’ minor)
female:character. It's'a book'in - '

" which thé sex of the characters is"™
~ largely irrelevant (unless you consid-

er ouilook to be sex- elated ‘which =

. 1 don't; culturé-related or culturally-

assigned sex-related outlooks, yes;
but in this ‘culture the attitude's that "

. are relevant to the story are common

to both sexes) afi

Hestia, by contrast is an uncompli- ,
cated book, so much so that I wonder::
if it was wrltten for young readers, .
It's a fairly typ1ca1 (though well-. . ...
written) tale of rac1st attitudes on the
part of colomsts on a planet,. and of .
one man who ‘doesn't. share their. attx-.
tudes. .He spends time amongst the .
alien mhab1tants and learns how. thmgs
seem from, their pomt of view (being
1nvaded) then tries to change the .
attltudes of the colonists. Again, not
a partxcul;arly 'Yeminist'book-- just..

to show that I read, enjoy, review

. and recommend a variety of. works._7r

-- Reviewed by Jean Weber

review; poor planning...))
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Joe Haldeman, Worlds, 1981, .~

I was very impressed with this
book. It'is a ‘magnificent example

of a female protagonist.being por- '
trayed very realistically, in all her

strengths and weaknesses, 'and
shows: - if anyone still ‘doubted -
that a man can write convincing of
a female c¢haracter. '
Marianne O'Hara lives on one of
several asteriods which have been
shifted into earth-orbit. -Several of
these ""worlds' have been colonised
by cult groups of one zort or anoth-
er, th_i,gg'“‘__gif\’fés;;tﬁgaufﬁ"or the ..

{ - 5 LW . WA
chance ‘to make-a few relevant, poli~ .-
tical comments.' Marianne lives on

New New’¥ork: where sexual prom=~

iscuity is virtually obligatory, and
males and'females have equal rights
and responsibilities. A political
science student,. she has the oppor-

tunity to spend a year on polluted, . -

overcrowded Earth; ‘doing graduate
study. As she travels around, she

sees’the contrasts of people's lives:
Haldeman has extrapolated each of -
severalisbcieties (e. gi Moslem) to

a slight extréme = again good for

some political:points. If L. sound. '

like I'm being sarcastic, I'm' not --

it wasvery well handled, and though

I could seeuthe little lessons'being;

laid out fo:rvime';ac.I*q*;Fin!t feelikike I - -
was being lectured:at.:: Haldeman: .

does'an excellent job of making his !
points within the context of ‘the story
line, as part' of what
happens to Marianne,
Some ofithése points i
have very much to do

with the status of - !, g

women ‘under differ- .l

ent political regimes. /iy "' i
But tHe main focus. b 7

of thenovel was wider™ :17i™*
-- power struggles at
high levels. The Earth
people are) not sur =’
prisingly, ' jealous of
the Worlds, and feel - - :

that the latter are gl EA fali Y

el T

hasn't interested me all that much.

and so is of more interest to me,
The characterisatidh,"’is .go;bd,l_”tp,o.
. AL B ! X S P

holding them to ransom for power A
and materials. Earthers feel, in =
turn, that they can control the Worlds
by denying them things they need,
like water. It is:'a tense:situation,.

and the presence of:a:strong revolu-- = 1.

tionary underground force:does nof i i

help. Marianne becomes inadvertent+: !
ly involved in this power struggle, as

a visible "'representative'' of the! - i -
Worlds. Some surprising twists-in:: o
the story take place, and the endingi .=
is rather downbeat...but'I'm:told. it i 7 -.
is the first of several books;: so:I'm ..

‘most looking forward'to the sequel.:’

I've, admired Haldeman's writing

“eve since T'discovered him (just
‘before his visit to Australia a couple

years ago)’,a,'thdu'gh- the emphasis on
martial things in‘most of his wo ks .

In fact, it was his ability to sustain .,
my interest in his books despite my

disinterest in the subject matter, o
that most impressed me. This book .,
deals more with politics thanway, =

4 »
e g L B

IR

wolomd

Highly recommended? = v itact S
BTPSEI 00 R | f SRS o R

-~ Rbviewed by Jean Weber @iz te

((Many of the books I select to review
are those whichI don't see reviewed
all that often in other fanzines, espec-
ially works by women; the above will '
‘probably be an exception as it should

have very wide appeal.))

I

B




Jean Markale, -Women..of the Ceilts,

Another man nostal. gxc for ' the' rule
of strong women, ' seeking archetypes 5
of matriarchy 'in archaic legend, "
Markale '160ks to'Celtic legends of
love for patterns of how' the sexes
should relate in a society'where ~ '
wofn‘an' iS' "x"‘e's'peCted aS'the' fount of -
""" Another
p cetic exéursion beyond the sober
facts. Onée again, ‘some liberties
with the or1gma1 texts’ have been taken.

--Revlewed by Iudlth Hanna

Katherme Kurtz the Derm chrom-
cles.

i have read these but found them
ummp:re,ss_;ve very. stereotyped, .ard .
treating my beloved Celtic setting. . .
with commonplace Romance medieval
conventions, which is not at all the. -
Celtic spirit,.. I tend to make unfavolir-
able comparisons between the Deryhi .:
books and Patricia McKillop's Harp-.
ist in the Wind.Trilogy; the latter not.. .
only manages to-avold the.shallowiiess

of stereotyping, but .also the simplistit
Good/Evil dichotomy. MecKillop
manages a subtle and fluid treatment
of complex’' characters, in a plot that
is sumla.rly flu1d1y unpredictable. .

R Judlth Hanna

HOp(?‘ Mn*lees Lud m the stt
Anoth;r or1gmal fantasy, thu is more
in the fairytale tradition than in the
legendary. It is, I think, an allegory
- or perhaps a metaphor ~ about the
illusions- of Faery and of the Law
which governs real life in society.

It is written with charm, which is, I
know, an old-fashioned commodity.
But perhaps, like Faery, it is some-~
thing of which we need more.

-< Judith Hanna

Barbara Jefferis, Tne Tall One, etc.

This Australian woman writes medie~-
val adventure, e.g. the adventures
of Mary Mary, blessed (doubly) with

prove,

Wild Hunt, meet the 6 of Km i
“Arthur, and of cohrse, save e
;. world. Which is the’ obii,

l .as adult readmg
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....the Holy name, who rises:from being’
.a serf's daughter, to serving the

Lady of the Marnor,” then wanders 1]
England, ‘first with an alChemlst

::then 'with a travellmg circus, to end
.~ up a free~wornan with a house of her'

own. Though thé book endsthere,’ 1t

. would seéi to'leave her ‘a prime "~
- . candidaté for witchcraft accuSatlons'.."_'

- Juthth Hanna'

+Susan Cooper The Dark is R1s1ng

" series, consisting of Over Sea Under '
. Stone,” The' Dark is Rising, Green- "~
.wi.gh, The G‘ _y ng, Sllver on the

Tree.
“Wri tten for children,

The f1rst

"-:book starts out'rather Enid’ Blyton

farmly on hoixday by the seh" but y
if you keep on with them, thmgs 1m—
The’ chlldren Log family of
three, ‘and Will Stafiton who 1s the
youhgést of the "'Old Ones", get T

caught' up il ‘hee epic struggle: betWeen
; light and’ dark.

In, the Procels the’y.
discover the Holy Grail meet the'

22

atory epu;
ending. Copper keeps control of helr
materidl (which I find that Alan Garner
in hlS s msmgamen duv)logy does not)

,,,,,,

-i Judxth Hanna .

Sy1v1a Engdahl Enchantress from
The Stars. o
Another childreéen's book - sf and:
fairytale combined. An anthropolo-
gist visits a primitive planet (in med-
ieval stage of development), which is
about to be colom.zed by an 1mper1a1-
istic mob building a ‘galactic eémpire.’
The anthropologlst using the nat1ves'
own world-view and 1mpersonatmg

‘an enchantress hélps the woodcutter's

son slay the "dragdn" that is éIearmg
the forest for the colony, and’ scare =
off the invaders. Very godd as human

......



1

fictionalisation of fairytale conven-.

hiopa -~ Judith Hanna

Dee Bro.wn‘,‘ Creek Mary's Blood.

This is a'novel unlike his earlier
book {(Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee) but a very.good one: a mixture
of history and postulations. I sus~-
pect the characters-.are all based on
relatives of some of his Amerindian
friends.' The hovel starts with:
Creek Mary - Amayi ~ warrior and
queen - miko, ‘beloved woman of. the '

democratie Creek tribe and in pre- '

revolation America. 'If follows her
life and marriage into the Cherokee
tribe'up to the infamous Trail of
Tesars, ‘and that of the narrator her
grandson Dane who is adopted into
the ‘Cheyenne; tribe. The book ends
with his -‘granddaughter in 1905, re-
turning as-:the first Ametmdlan

woman doctor and. struggling to. setv Y

up a clinic:on the reservation.
Although the, narrator is male, there
are plenty.»f st,rong characters, male
and female;: _a.nd many strongly drawn
minor characters.: All of these are -
caught upiin.the conflict between .
whité end Indian culture, by their .
reJectionf ofiit, or their compromlse

with it - Rev1ewed by Julie Vaux-

Elfques - An Introduction

Are you one of those people who
guiltily sneak up to the comics stand
at newsagencies? Do you find your-
self bored with most Marvel and DC
comics, find Warren sexist and
Heavy Metal too "arty”" Try EM-
quest -- it's a joy!

I still remember wandermg mto

- Steve's at Bondi Junction and spott-
'mg No. 3 on a small side rack -

reading it on the train home - Wow-
Glow-Wow! Elves, Swords, Magic,
Adventure, Romance - a well-drawn
black and white with full colour '~ !
paintings for covers. Huh s ingtead
of raving 1'd better be explaining --

_. Elfguééf is 1In"to its 10th issue soon i
((this was- wmtten 51x months ago -

JHW)) with 3., full‘, éolour book coming
out at year' §4en . It is drawn by :
Weéndy Pini and co-authored and

. inked by her and her husband Richard.

The story is thz-‘zt of the Wolfriders,
a tribe of elves who have empathic
bonds with a wolf-pack.

_These elves are descended from

~ the Higl&'v’Ones, refugees from another
_planet/dimension whe over the cen-

turies hdve been split up into isolated

groups surrounded by hostile humans
'who resent and fear the elves" pSl :

powers—" O

" The quest is that of the Wolf
riders for other EIf tribes. Over
the centuries their "magic powers"
have diminished, along with their
height - adaption to higher gravity?
(Wendy leaves this unsaid as Elfquest
is fantasy, although the Elf "magic"'
can also be seen as psx or esper
powers, %

* "“The'first five issues cover the
Wolfriders' flight from their wood-
lands home (destroyed by a fire




-

Yifter

“An uneven anthology. 3

started by hostile humans), through
the troll caverns to a desert, beyond
which they find an oasis where dwell
the Sunfolk and Leetah the healer,

who becomes the soul-mate of Cutter,

leader of the Wolfriders,
Cutter is 4 ft of ash-blond mane

cunning and imaginative, who regards
‘his chieftainship as a respansibility

not a privilege.
desert has flame hair .and green leaf

Leetah, child of the

éyes and a free will. mafched only by
Cutter himself. Skywme is Cutter S
beat fmend and being a ''wanton' elf
rega,rds commg from a dying tribe of
17 mdj.wduals to a whole village of
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fact that one of the major poets was a
woman, no Gaelic poems, either«
Irish or Scots.

The editors also have the false
impression that Chiyo was the only
major haiku poetess and exclude the
melancholic sweetness of the geisha,
Ulae-e. The "founder' of Kabuki
theatre was a woman.

- The. 19th. century continues being
Europeanwentred as is the mth
centuryisection - 1gnormg most '
African. cql,ij:u,re and Comrhdnweé.lth
English,;;, The, USA xs over ‘répresented,
sacrificing, Celtic and French literas:
ture. zWonst of all, .at the "éHid of ‘the

elfs as €oming from ''famine to feast.' bookis one. ,).onely Austrahéh poetess,

The test/of the Wolf-riders are
equally dlstmet individuals, ranging
from Nightfall the huntress to Rain-
song - mother of 3, from Strongbow
the sullen who rarely talks, prefer-
ing to ''send''(the Elves' term for
télepathy), to 5-year-old Suntop,
Cutter's son, a budding mag;cidnf._
Anyway, read it for yoursei%res'

-=- Julie 1Vau>g, is

;:;(f[" PARYe oY

“iThe Penguin Book of Women ,Eoe,l:s

The éd1tdrs
all women, unfortunately chose not

: S to include.''folk songs, > beuaxi anony -
"""'mous, -plus excludmg Austr

"' Aborigines and. mgst other literdture

- from tribal cultures.,

'"one pieceof. Amermdlan and Poly-

There is-cnly

‘mesian poetry, no other Pacific

Islanders and barely any Southeast -
Asian... & J
771 In.the Ancient World secnon

::"'*there is no Sanskrlt poetry and only
' one Chinese and no, anon. poetry even legendary ccmputers of the aficients

‘when one .can be 90% certam the
singer was female. 4
The Middle Penod 1s also sparse

“with only. 2. Arablc poems no Viet-

namese or Italian or Slav1d no

k! ballads again,

- ‘The Renaissance section has an

rexcellent European selection, but
almost no colonial Spanish, no Border likely successors.

Ballads, no Arabic and despite the

Stild,
including=some, mteresting Seendana-
vwvidn poetry.and a fine seléctidn of -

Judith Wright, - when we have 5 m&}or
poetesses.,- ,,Oh Well t}}ex also’ 1gnore
Camwada ang New, Zealand LR

ah Gonclu,s.l,gn an une\feﬁ ém‘ﬁology
that is definitely, bxased tdwards' ol
Europesn. pogiry,, 1gnormg ‘South«east
Asia-anghthe, Paclflc islandsrwand the
non-Engkigh sp,eakmg Amépicans:. -
.there: are many good things i

‘Chinesg; won;asn W’orth bbrt‘owtng,

if not: buymg,( PRTST Jﬂlie“ \’én’;ﬁ) 5T I‘L iA

il

L3

iy
85 l? ”y '.rr:“

b ﬁlero's Journey (author" 2)

- Wah, (Delaware)

"R Meiddsic! iquest novel set-in a post-
holocaust future (7000 AD), but a
most interesting one. - Set in a land-
scape of marshes, Jungles and inland
‘:geas, ‘it is spperb and delightful - its
heroes: are Riro the warrior-priest
and Luchare, a 17-year old Negro

.....

heti' quest for: the

i remarkably poetic. = %

~-= Julie Vaux

Octavia E Butler, Patternmaster,1976.

Telepaths are linked in the Pattern to
Rayal, the Patternmaster, who is
dying. Two brothers are his most
Three derivatives
of human stock inhabit the Earth:




- apfedy A=" s 1
mutes (non-telepathic, basic stock),
Patterners (telepathic; able to con-
trol mutes through conditioning and
direct mind touch), and Cl-yarks,
(mutants with a communicable viral
disease, who are constantly at war
with Patterners). The latter two
groups kill each other whenever they
have the chance. Mutes are ser-
vants of Patterners. Patterners
duel for status with each other, and
killing is the most common way of
dealing with a dangerous enemy.
This aspe.t of Butler's series dis-
tresses me - not'just the killing, but
the blase attitude her characters
have towards it. If that doesn't
bother you, however the politics of
intrigue between the brothers and
the other characters, prmc1pa11y
the strong-willed, ihdependent heal-
er, Amber, are well written and
sustain interest. Amber is a good
strong female chaaacter, who
resists being pushed around until -
the choice is clearly that or death,,
and even then she plots to escape,
and to heélp her, lover, Teray (one
of the duellmg brothers) escape.
bi" == Jean Weber

Andre'xNor‘t'on, Horn Crown, 1981.

Thi.sfié "t‘h'et book that describes the
corhing of humans to the Witch
World - though if theé cover hadn't
told me thiat, ‘T wouldn't have known,
nor is it ﬁecessary to know,
the human$ carie from, and why .
they left:their’ former time /place,
is not -explained. The people have A
themselves lost much of their mem--
ory when they came through the Gate
The riovel centres on two people
Gathea, an apprenhce W1se Woman,
and Elron;} ‘a’ young‘ man of no stand-
ing, who iskin to'a’ very mmor clan
leader.:: Iynne, ‘the daughter of the

clan leader, disappears, and Elron .
is banished for not telling her father
he'd seen her skulking about a shrine .
left by some former inhabitatnts of
He sets out to find Iynne

the area.

Where 355

this time.
thin’-, okay‘? —JHW))

- e o wm e e mm e W wm e m e o

" and salvage some,of his lost honour. ;_

Gathea is also looking for Iynne,’
because she (Gathea) believes that
Iynne has stumbled onto magic that
was intended for Gathea. Elron;
Gathea, and a huge cat named Gruu
trek across the wastes, battling
black magic and wierd beasts. They .
are separated and Elron stumbles . .
onto some magic of his own; he's
given a cup and a talisman from two
of the ''good' former inhabitants.

When he finally meets Gathea again,
she is suspicious (and jealaus), believ-
ing that men's magic is evil. A few
displays of Elron's power to call up
help when they need it, convince her
of his connections, but not of their
correctness. : !

I wasn't too 1mpressed with the "
contrast of Elron's bumbling ignorance
(which succeeds in saving several
situations) and Gathea's knowledge- = "
able approach that gets them all into
trouble. Okay, a little knowledge is
a dangerous thing, and a story with

-that sort of moral is okay. ButI

really don't appreciate the idea that
ignorance may be less dangerous!

Norton's long descriptive pass-
ages are well written but bored me. ‘
My interest in magic and spells, etc,
is not sufficient to sustain me through
too manyi pages of detail, But that's
a matter of personal taste, and other
readers may enjoy it thoroughly.

£ Jean Weber :

3 W

((“S1gh* I've st111 got' some revlews_
ileft, but don't want. to- §tart another
‘ 'page.
" sent in material - it's really great.

Thank you everyone who's

1'm trymg to’ mamtam -some sort of

' balance, und $0 may not.use some- '
thing 1mmed1ate1y even if I have room,
if I think it will fit better next.issue, -
Last time the lettercol really over-
rhelmed thmgs, t ying to do better
Let me know what you

i d gt iadaddsd




FANZINE REVIEWS
I'd rather use the spaceifor:other i
things, and/because so many.other ==
people review:them. .-But I'd-like:to
talk about:three recent zines that: :
partlcularly mmpressed ‘me.: The- 18
first is.j i S L] e Tt TR

=
s .

A Fourth' Forelgn Fanzme by Roelof
Goudriaan, Postbus 589, 8200 AN .
Lelystad the Netherlands.. e

I've; en&oyued all of Roelof's Forelg'n
Fanzines, but this was.of particular
interesti because in it he has articles
(allin:English) by fans from several
Europeani countries, discussed sf and’.
fandom in their countries. ,For some-
one like me, and I suspect that in-
cludes most of my readers, who know
little about non-English speaking fan~
dom .and sf;  this is a very educatlonal
issue.: It's offset, folded A4 paper,

40 pages, and includes some dellghtful
cartoons, other artwork and photos.

If Roelof doesn't have any left; per-:

haps you:can berrow one .from: a friend.

and have @ read of At i

.Well worth the:
troub],.&,I, o - 1 o

I (e

g u-". Y

.A"{ f'*'l"f: ; v o L
By an: 1nterest1ngrco1nc1dence last: -
year;also saw:-someg educational 'mat-
erial -on/Canadidn.fandom. .. :

Guidé' o Sclence Flction and FandOm

\\\\\

Comic Art Soc1ety, in’ agsociation
with New Canadian Fandom. ESK,‘A.S'
addreSS is P O Box 40'Zi Edmonton _
Alberta T6E 4S8 Canada NCF is
PO Box 4655 P.S.! S. E. Edmonton
Alberta T6E '5G5, Canada. :

This —specxal issue 1ncludes four. "def +
initions'" of science fiction;!'a genre':
chart;showing how: fiction, fantasy;::
sf, and. variqgus-sub-genres are relat-
ed; a very:hrief "history' of:sf; with !
references toifurther readeng; .some -

reading lists; an explanation of fandofmissue.‘

including a fanspeak glossary, a re-
print of IASFM's manuscript format

: Aurora 1s subtltled i

:sheet {for budding authors) and a run- ;
e f LY tE down .on:Canadian science:fiction. 4
I d0n'\t usually review. fanzmes becauseThls last was: the most: mterestmg

~part of the zine for me;: thoagh the::

mneo's-guides: will be very valuable: for:‘t )

lending to people... Recommeénded;: 2L
~and a hearty thank you.from me 19 't
ESICAS and NCF for pubhshmg th1s

On a slxghtly dlfferent note 1s my

thll‘d selectlon [ 5ieh

A[H{ORA SF (formerly Janus) from*"‘
- SF* Box 1624, Madison WI 53701, [SA.

speculatxve fem- \
"inism' and each issue addresses &, -,
'parucular theme. No. 19 (Summer
1981)'s theme is "More than words
--commumcatmn in all 1ts forms.
No. 20 (whlch is out but I haven't,,
recelved yet) features "The future of
uman evolution" and No. 21 w111 be "!
Technology in an Androgyn us,
F ture'.” This is the kind of low- key =
feminism I 11ke best more along the
lines of "non SexlSt" thah "rah rah
women"' It's offset prmted on Amerx-_}
can quarto mce thick paper well
laid out’ w1th good artwork and is )
edited by a comm1ttee that obv1ously
knows what it's doing. How I could

iy

have failed to subscribe to its prede-

cessor, I can't imagine, This fanzine

_is not o be missed; by anyone inter-'/i

ested in feminist and non-sexist issues.

-An Amerlcan correspondent Chl‘lS ! }‘

Callahan suggests a new zine called
Storms, a femlmst zine w1th medla (i
or1entat10n (as opposed to prmt fantasy
and sf). One 1ssue out SO far and ano- .
;ther planned for May; wr1te to Charlxe ¥
Terry Textor 521 Oakv1ew Dayton -

«-zomo 45429 USA _Chris says she. ex-" "

atter and attltudes to appeal to'a ¥ i
falrly w1de range of readers who are
basi: ally at least sympathetlc to .
femmlsm. Chrls, .by the way, has an .
i article and a story in the upcommg
Sounds 1nterest1ng

By e

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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parties between Christmas and New
Years (Christine Carmichael's Box-
ing Day - December 26th to you Ilth
Americans - luncheon and view of

the start of the Sydney-Hobart yacht
race; and Jack Herman & Cathy Mc-~
Donnell's port - wine - party on the
27th), and spent 5 days at Eric Lind-
say's place in Rulconbridge. A couple:
of people dropped in to Eric's on
Christmas Day, bearing backpacks
full of food and drink, so that turned
out to be one of the more en]oyable :
Christmases I've spent in recent
years. Generally speakmg, , I find
the "Festive Season'' to be a collosal
pain in the arse, though I've managed
to avoid it's being a pain in the pocket-
book. It's not as bad in Australia as
it is in Nth America, where the big
sell seems to start about July, and
the past few years I've managed to
avoid all but a bit of the commercial-
ism due to my habit of not watching
commercial television or listening

to commercial radio. And to me, the
fact that it's the middle of summer,
makes the whole thing unreal, So, as
I say, I enjoyed this Christmas, tho

I was in a generally bad mood and did
not want to have much to do with
people. Staying at Eric's was ideal;
he played with the computer down-
stairs and I played with the computer
upstairs. And aside from the visitors

~ and the two forays into Sydney for

parties, I hardly had to contend with
people at all. Nice. However, my
tentative plans to spend the other 5
days of the holidays visiting various
people in the Sydney area, were aban-
doned; I went home on the 29th and
spent a blissful 5 days all by myself,.
painting the house, sunbathing, and
doing o'"2r domestic chores, I did
not even get the cats out of the kennels
for two days. However, this self-
imposed hermitism meant that I
missed the 33-day New Years party

at the fannish household in Smithfie ld

Other things have included two
meetings of the Sydney writers' work-

ing was

.keen con films and vedeo,
....good to see the Club getting active,
_even if it chooses activities that

shop, which inspired me sufficiently
to send off three stories to Asimov's,
And I went to a meeting of the Can-
berra SF Society; at which we watch -
ed a videotape of LeGuin's The Lathe
of ‘Heaven and every orie got so enthu-
siastic that a video marathon day/even-
scheduled for January., 1 did
not go to that one because two:friends
decided to drop in that weekend; even
if they hadn't, 1 probably wouldn't
have gone, since I'm not terribly
Still, it's

don't impress me,

Last Saturday was one of those
days...I was scheduled to give a

- 'printing workshop on the Gestetner

at the Women's Centre, and when I
kad finished the theory and put a
stencil on - the wretched thing would
not work. I guickly determined what
wasn't working, but not why...I sus-
pect a preoper and expensive overhaul
is long overdue. Unfortunately, the
checpest thing for the Women's Cen-
tre to do is to ''recall’ their second
machine, which happens to live at
my house under the name of Isopress.
However, the women said they'd just
come and Ho their printing at my
house rather than take it back, if
that was preferable to nde. I' think it
will be, ' At - ’,

rIhﬂn jesterday (Wednesday) my

:_ _back went twang*’ ‘and I could:hardly

move, and theh only with great pain.
Just when things started to be getting
better! I managed to get out to my
GP's, who popped things back into
place, took a lot of painkillers, and
lay around in bed for a day, having
got a certificate for 3 days off work.
Today feeling much better -- but not
about to tell them that at work -- so
am continuing to work on this fanzine,
Probably not a good idea, as typing
seems to aggravate the back, but I
never was a terribly sensible sort of
person. B'ALASE /[ it fdifph/ e bbiids
Hfihk/ 1o EobhpYalin/ 41 di.




Thursday, December 10 I arrived
fat work tg find a securfty guard de-
mandmg to see my identification
badge; the lock on the back door was
being cha,nged so-you can't get out

unless you ''break:thé glass'", and
can't get IN at all; the dellvery bay
was closed; the courtyard gates were
] closed and guards with walkie-talk-
ies were wandering around. Hey,
what's going opn? Turns out to be due
to the public service unions' hassles
with the government, primarily the
Department of Sociel Security. Since
SocSec can't get its pension and un-
employment cheques printed on its
owm .computer, due to_the strike;.
they're printing’ them on a machine
of ours (in case you've forgotten or
just came in, I work at the Division
of Computing Research of CSIRO,

the Australian Government's scienti~ -
fic. research orgamzauon). 1 80,1 just.:
in case anyone Wanted to cause troub+:

le, the security was bemg drastically she'd left m my garden shed.

increased. Con51dermg that it was
uncrefdlbly 18x previously, I thought
th1e was generally a good thing. .

- R T T TR B ;P B
N ) O T T b et G \

I was rather expecting the
~following day. to be rather ex-
citing, since:the Division's
. Christmas Party was scheduled,
' and about .50 non-staff ‘members
‘were expected to be wandering
around. - As it turned oiit,
nothing exciting happened
Some of the fire doors’ were 1
‘locked so that only people with
keys could get into the office
~ block, and the guests were
restricted to the seminars
room, where the (catered)
lunch was being served, 'and
_ into the toilets. The lunch
was quite .good," although the
food ran: out before everyone
.was served (we'dunderestlrna-
ted numbers) and as I was on
bar daty I almost 16st out on
. _the food. I wandered off about
~ the time the outdoor activities
..  Started, as they were ¢entred
“ound the 30 .or 40 children’ present
and that’s not my idea of fun. I went
up the hill to my previous place of
employment . which was also having
its Chr1gtmas Party (a barbecue), and
joined them for a game of softball.
Having played league softball for two
years now, I knew more of the rules
than anyone else, and so played the
posu:mn of Rule Book. After ‘an hour
or s0,:1 got bored with that and went )
home., ., ... = .

Soon thereafter, 1 chanced to buy a;
secondhand wardrobe whlch is domg
very mcely as a storage contamer andl

" a place to° keep ‘the stereo bits out. of
- sight.,

. I knocked some holes in the
back of the wardrobe so the various .
,wires could go through, and got it all 4
‘set up nicely. Two days later, a for-"
mer- housemate Patricia, popped in

i to*announce that she'd moved again
and had' come to claim her junk that :
I must
have paled, because she quickly assured
-me-that she 'didn't want her stereo --
the one I'd Just flxed up. W‘hew. eurt b I



My handy thermometer informs me
that it is 34°C in the house; the even-
ing weather report says the high to-
day was 36°C. Conclusion: the roof
insulation is not cutting the tempera-
ture down very much! Gee, ym'd
think I could arrange a sickie on a
more comfortable day. Tomorrow's
predicted to be even hotter. Yippee.
One saving grace: it cods down quite
a bit at night here, to about 16°. Oh,
yeh, another good thing - low humid-
ity. Could be a lot worse.

I read in the 30 November 1981 edi-
tion of Newsweek (the Australian ver-
sion) an article on '"Cavewoman's
New Image'' which contrasts a bit
with John Newman's version in WWW
#4. Women anthropologists are re-
vising the generally-accepted view

of human development, claiming that
the first tools were not weapons, but
digging im plements, .. ''the figure of

_destiny at the edge of the forest was
"'not an early man stalking meat for

his family -- it was a woman, woman
the gatherer....No longer is woman
depicted as waiting placidly by the
campfire for her man to return with
a bloody haunch of dinner. Shoulder-
ing infants, baskets, sticks for dig-
ging and rocks for crushing seeds,
she steps boldly onto the Africa
savannah in search of a secure source
of protein for herself and her off-
spring. ... The crucial evolutionary
leap toward humanity had already
been made by the time women's
sticks and stones turned into spears
and missiles, ., This enormous shift
in thinking about human evolution is
partly the result of new discoveries
in the field and partly a different way
of looking at the same evidence. ..."
The article suggests that the glorifi-
cation of Man the Hunter reflected the
values of the 1950s; anthropologists,
like everyone, are influenced by
their own culture. Thus it is not

entirely coincidence that female
anthropologists, schooled in the

feminist 60's and 70's, are finding new
interpretations, but these ninterpre-
tations cannot simply be shrugged off.
It seems quite sensible to me that,

as with most things, the truth is
probably a combination of the two
viewpoints, It also seems to me to
be very sensible that both sexes need-
ed to be able to feed and care for
youig, protect themselves from pred-
etors, and move around the environ-
ment in search of food...much as
outback Aborigines do even today.

Reading articles like that usually
sends me out to weed the garden or
mow the lawn or something, ..today,
despite the heat, I bottled some apri-
cots (did some yesterday too). The
plums are ripe too, so tomorrow I'll
probable bottle some of them. I make
a lovely hot-weather cool drink from
the plums; cook up the pulp and bottle
it thick, then dilute with water or
orange juice or soda water or some-
thing, and pour it over ice for drink-
ing. Lovely. Not bad with rum in it,

either. W/lh/i#ﬁ##/thé/ﬂﬁﬁbﬁﬁ‘/ﬁ
yoldst/ dhy k).

I just finished putting three more
shelves on the bookshelf in the living
room. Putting up a shelf is what did
my back the -other day (I must have
twisted around strangely), so it was
with a bit of trepidation that I finished
the job today. No problems this time.
These shelves should last me for a
year or two; they're too small for fan-
zines, and I don't collect books too
fast. I will have to build some more
fanzine-sized shelves soon though,
and I know just the spot... Part of the
1982 Plan calls for replacement of
the existing garage with a two-car job
that 1I'1l use for a workshop/printery/
etc, thus allowing the fanac room to
be reconverted into a guest room.
It's too crowded now for the bed to be
opened for use by two people; one can
squeeze in, in a pinch...well, two in

a real pinch, 21 January 1982
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