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When I saw this drawing, by Julie Vaux, of a somewhat overweight, middle-
aged, fighting woman, I said, ""That's WeberWoman!'' Actually she's a
member of the Comorri group known as Jo'vod, or warrior women. You
can read more about the Comorri in Juhe s article on page 14.

EDITORIAL

This is the time when I sit down with a he:dp_ of printed pages, and a few
unprinted stencils, and type the last few pages of the issue, which will
appear to you as the first few pages.

The discerning among you will note that my fhreAtédéd promised article on
rape does not appear. This is because I received so many contributions

that I did not even have space for all of them, let alone any reprinted mat-
erial. (So, for those of you who've had enough of my writings on rape, and
want to encourage me not to reprint them, you might take that as a hint...)

Lots of things have happen=d since .'fastish. .. Weberwoman is now an
Australian citizen. A mere formality, as I consider myself a citizen of
Earth, and hate to be bothered with these administrative trivia, but...
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That happened on 7 May. ™The next day I drove up to Sydney for NUCON, a
3-day convention with GoH Larry Niven. It wasn't one of my better week-
ends (I was in one of my moods), but I did enjoy seeing a lot of people and
watching the Kings Cross sights. Don Griffiths and Barbara De La Hunty
from Western Australia spent several days at my place following the con;
Barbara was participating in a sporting event and did quite well, We and
Steve Gunnell did various things together during the week, then Barbara
went back to Sydney and Don, Steve and I went caving with a bunch of fen at
a place called Bingonia. The event, naturally, was known as SpelunCon I,
Although I'd done a bit of caving some years ago in West Virginia, I found I
no longer enjoyed it very much, so I mostly guarded the camp, the cave

ook, fitd/the/gfd¢/

Posting issue 2 of WWW was quite amusing. It was my first issue using the
pre-sorted 'Category B' registration, and the first time my local postmaster
had tried to handle overseas 'Cat B'. I insisted there was a special rate for
overseas; he disagreed; I insisted; finally he phoned somebody and, by golly,
Weberwoman was right, Saved myself about $20, too. With that out of the
way, I got stuck into apa contributions and a progress report for Circulation
I (the Canberra Con scheduled for this October). '

The trouble P¢gan (well, who knows when it began? ) became evident after a
two-day drive to Adelaide for the NatCon, Adventim II.. My back went out.
This has never happened to me before, and I was not amused. Neither was
I very pleasant to be around, as Richard Faulder can tell you. But somehow
we both survived the weekend, and the following several days spent in Ade-
laide (including a fannish charter bus trip to the Barossa Valley for wine-
tasting, followed by a meal in a Mexican Restaurant, quite a treat for us
Canberra types especially, as there is no Mexican place in town). Then I
drove back to Canlerra with Joyce Scirivner and Denny Lien in my car,
dropping Richard off in Yanco on the way. The trip back did not d wonders
for my back either. ¥Various doctors, tablets, and a chiropractor later, I
am much better, thank you, but not back to 'mormal' and not looking forwar d
to a drive to Sydney in a few weeks for TOLKON. .

Joyce, of course, is the 1981 DUFF winner; while at my place we had a
small fannish. gathering (mostly people who'd already met her) and she and
Denny borrowed my car for a couple days to sightsee around Canberra and -

drive down to Cooma, where Joyce lived as a child. Then they took the train
to Sydney, during a phone strike when they couldn't call anyone to confirm
arrangements, but I gather they had a good time anyway. Joseph Nicholas,
the GUFF winner, was also in Adelaide but did not make it to Ghnberra,
There were also some New Zealanders at Adelaide too; me at least,

- . — e -
THIS 1S PIPsQUEAK || WHICH I WHY T
SPEAKING To You

AM SO FLAT
TODA Y.

(continued on
page 33)
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IN DEFENCE OF THE BOURGCEOISIE
by " Judith Hanna

Now you know me, Jean. I'm one
of these liberated intellectual types
whose native habitat is a pigsty of
papers filed haphazardly all over
the floor. So it may surprise you
to hear that as I was standing feed-
ing the washing machine the other
day, I was pondering over how
basically bour;zois I am. Doing
the washing, floors to vacuum, bed
to make up with fresh sheets, lunch
to cook (Lebanese Lentil & Burghul
Soup), .and then a spot of washing
up.  How'boringly suburban. But
comfortable. Producing the pleas-.
ant result of a flat temporarily
(except.for the mare's nest of
papers) clean, neat, and aesthetic~
ally correct. Now if I were proper-
ly conditioned to a feminine role,
it would always be like that. I could
spend my days, hands sunk in suds,
thinking vague deep thoughts in a
tranquil reverie, or hum along with
the vacuum cleaner, enjoy the con-
stant patting into order of my dom-
estic domain, I'd go bonkers,

According to THE BELL JAR,
that's what drove Sylvia Plath bonk-
ers. She couldn't stand the constant
pointless repetitions of such every-
day tasks as getting dressed and
eating meals which provide the
punctuation for life. Since it's the
ability to cope with these tasks that
constitutes 'normality', she was
committed for psychiatric care,

But if we take the BELL JAR as
autobiographical, it was the existen-
tial nausea induced by contemplating
a lifetime of dreary repetition of
such mundane interruptions to what
life 3hould be that drove her to
suicide. Or perhaps it was the
realization that that was what real
life was - endless rep2tition of all
the habits developed to take care of
our bodies and their comforts,

T ey e e e e e S T R R e e e e M e e

Politically, I call myself an

anarchist. Which means that I don't
trust any ideology which sets out

to organize 'the masses' into what

the governing elite thinks will be
utopian perfection. There's been
enough anti-utopian sf written to warn
any thoughtful reader that no system
is going to suit everybody, that any
ideology is going to oppress somebody.
Therefore, I distrust ideology.

When you get dwn to it, life is
the interface between you and the
objects (including other people) that
surround you. 'Women's work' is
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keeping those objects in that state
where they are a contribution to
your comfort, rather than a danger.
That is civilization. '

Ideclogy defines civilization
differently: according to GINP or
technological advancement of weapon
systems, or according to the mass
of population crowded into its cities.
These abstract ends of civilization
are 'man's work'. They're the
superstructure of culture, the land-
marks of history, which commenm-
orates the names of battles, warriors
and rulers,

Traditionally, literature has
dealt with the same - with heroes,
battles and other great deeds. These
are the stuff of legend and medieval
romance. Modern literature is dis-
illusicned - it deals with the imposs-
ibility of being a hero. Therefore
modern literature is depressing.
Like Sylvia Plath, it finds life with
no landmarks other than everyday
routine futile.

Women's literature, as it has
emerged since Jane Austen, deals
contentedly with the trivialities of
the dailiness of life and the unclang-
ing human nature. Its keynote is
acceptance of the fact that life is
mostly routine, the round of every-
day tasks achieving no higher purpose
than comfort,

Realismis an aim of modern
literature. 'So what is real life?
It's fashionable to agonise about the
uncertainty of sexual relationships,
about the alienation of urban life,
about discontentedness and neuroses.
That's intellectual.

Contentment and acceptance of
the fact that we (if we are not abori-
ginal) mostly live in a state of mater~
ial security, with minimal danger to
our lives or health, and few obstades
other than those self-imposed to our
happiness, is not. That is dismissed
as 'Women's Weekly mentality.'
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~..I' have a great respect for the
housewife and mother. For the self-
discipline required to keep on keeping
objects in order, day after day. For
the self-control involved in condition-
ing a child by example into the civil-
ized state of exercising a habitual
courtesy and consideration for others.
That is real civilization, maintenance
of the basic fabric of social under-
standing and daily habit which is the
unconsidered background to all the
catastrophes, criges and other great
events that are recorded by history.
It's the destroyers of social orcer,
rather than its guardians, that get
remembered.

The prcvision of crises and other
interruptions to the boredom of con-
tentment has always been man's work.
Robert Ardrey and his ilk argue that .
battle is instinctive to men - that they
are programmed to fight to achieve
dominance and territory. Whereas
women's instincts programme them
to nurture their children, and those
adult infants, men. Men's instincts
are demonstrably anti-civilization.
The bourgeoise midile -class life-
style is demonstrably designed to
satisfy worman's instincts. Only it
doesn't,

Suburbia falls short of the femin-
ine ideal because it is not a conmunity
but a geographic conglomeration. It's
not a neighbourhood, because neigh-
bours often remain strangers.. In that
respect, the systemneeds changing.

All this supposes that instinet
built civilization.’ Which is'demon-
stably absurd. The very idea of a’
civilization is artificial,  Any idea is.
not instinctive but learned. - Any cul-:.
ture is an edifice of-learned attitudes,:
ideas and behaviours. In so far as
instinctive responses remain to Homo:
sapiens after millenia of acculturated-
learning, they are left to-womento =
satisfy. Instinct dictates the need for:
nutrition; shelter, reprodiction: all -
women's work. ‘What is left over ig
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'superstructure' - elaboration of
strategies and social games - which
is what the men who play them have
decided are the important aspects
of civilization, Bull!

It's time for a reconsideration
of priorities. And this is the
essence d feminism - a refusal to
accept any-longer the masculine
definition of social values and roles.
A refusal to be dragged along in
the wake of masculine power-ganes.
Recognition that the conventional
polarization of the sexes is an :
ideology which like any other ideol-
ogy, oppresses individuals. '

A large part of the feminist
revolution is re-thinking and re-
examination of existing attitudes.
It's an attempt to discover a truly
feminine way of thinking. Yet too
many feminists have accepted the:
masculine dismissal of 'women's
work' as trivial; of the 'women's
magazine mentality' as male-
conditioned and limited, The down-
to-earth acceptance of the routine
fabric of a contented lifeis a
strength and a virtue, to be envied.
It requires a strength of character
and a dedication to the vocation of
child-rearing. It deserves respect.

Likewise, dismissal of the
fiction that embodies these virtues
dismisses an important element in
female identity. Much of what is
written for women ds 'romance' is
shallow, shoddy and silly. As was
'pul p' sf. A genre that is not.
respected does not attract quality -
writers or publications. The read-
ers accept what is available, often
because there is nothing better.

So Barbara Cartland gets published.
Nonetheless, so does Georgette
Heyer - a lighter, more sardonic
romancer whose heroines show
strength and sense - and Elizabeth
Goudge - whose concern is with the
importance of consideration for
others and the maintenance of

- e e - P D G e R e Em e e e e Am e wm e e = W WR e A e e e

comfort, Bourgeoise, yes, but
aren't we all? I know I am. And
I'm happy in that state.

((Thank you, Judith, for that thought-
provoking article, I could elaborate
on many of the points in it, but I
won't -- pause for s1ghs of rehef
from readers’ --)) '

23,0

_?.macn:a‘»:
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MYTHS AND MUTILATION
by John J. Alderson

I am prompted to write this
article by reading the review in WW2
of Daly's '"Gyn/Ecology'. I have not
read the book and I assume that the
reviewer reported correctly, so the
incredibly bad logic and the bullshit
must be attributed to the author of
the book. The warning at the end of
the review about the author's radical
"feminist' approach is most timely.
To lay the blame for feminine stupid-
ities on us males is a low type of
politics, and to project into the past
present political inanities is an in-
sult to our intelligence. So, I'll try
and set out the matter as an anthro-
pologist, sticking to accepted facts,
quoting opinions as much as possible
to their correct sources, and plainly

labelling those which are my theories.

Further, I wish to try and present
the subject without political bias.

e m pn e I A e e v M e e s s ke e vm e e e B4 W A = W em

A i e

Spencer and Gillen in '"The Na-
tive Tribes of Central Australia'
list the stages of the initiation of
boys (p. 213). I set them down to-
gether with those of the women in
parallel columns. ..

Women Men
1. The throwing up ceremony
2. Menstruation Circumcision
3. Deflowering Subincisim
4. Marriage

The Throwing Up Ceremony is
common to both sexes, and its mean-
ing is obscure, but I understand that
in its modern form it is still practic-
ed in public schools, the army and
the navy. However it has no appar-
ent connection with the subject in
question.

Menstruation is of course a nat-
ural business. After this the girl
was deflowered, sometimes by a man,

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 3
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sometimes by a woman. Her nearest
male relations then had intercourse
with her, beginning with those of
nearest (and normally forbidden) kin
and proceeding through those of more
distant relationships. Finally, after
painting and so forth she was cere-
monially taken and presented to her
husband in his own camp. Hence-
forth she was his wife and only he
had access to her. Spencer and Gil-
len point out in a note (p. 93) that the
deflowering ceremony is equivalent
to the sub-incision ceremony of the
men. Thus, in my opinion, circum-
cision is the equivalent of menstrua-
tion and is designed to promote a
blood-flow from the genitals of the
man to equate that of the woman. In
the sub-incision operation the urethra
is slit open from the scrotum for its
entire length and the glans of the
penis split open. When a sub-incised
penis is erect it spreads out broadly
instead of being round; the split
glans then resembles the labia of a
woman. Blood required for cere-
monies is obtained by jabbing this
scar tissue with a pointed stick., It
is also significant that the deposits
of red ochre used by the Aborigines
for painting themselves are regarded
as deposits of menstrual blood left by
ancesgtoral or Dreamtime beings. The
efficiency of menstrual blood for
magic is illustrated by another myth
where the Dreamtime Being squatted
down and destroyed her enemies by

a stream of it.

In his "Virginity, Pre-Nuptial
Rites and Rituals'', Dr Ottokar Neme-
cek argues that early man stood in
awe of women as they were creatures
who bled every month and did not die,
as did other creatures when they bled.
Women were regarded as possessing
great magic, indeed it is true to say
that in the (mythological) beginning
there were no wmen, only men and
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gods (properly goddesses). Men,
being afraid of this great magic (ma-
na) of women, devised a number of
ways of dealing with it. Amongst

the Aborigines cited above, they let
the woman's closest relations do the
deed in the belief that the woman's
magic would not be so dangerous to
her closest relations, and in any case
they spread it over as many as poss-
ible so that when the woman was pre-

sented to her husband, she was ''safe’’

Such ceremonies were unnecessary
for subsequent marriages and were
not practiced. Another method was
to let'a white man deflower the girl
(and hope it killed him! I suspect
this'was frequently hoped for. It is
probably the origin of the mght of the
local lord to have the first night with -
the bride, he being a foreigner was-
n't important). In the temples of
Astarte, the women prostituted them-
selves to a stranger. But the reason
for these sort of ceremonies (fear-
fully ddmaging to the male ego, in -
that he couldn't handle the matter
hlmself) is to get rid of the inherent
maglc and hence .danger, of the w1fe
to be. :
In01dentally, the artificial de-
flowering of women and baby girls

is still practiced, and we men don't
usually know anything about it. I can
remember the time when it was forth-
rightly proclaimed that every child
ought to have their appendix and ton-
sils out as a matter of routine. Less
well known is that it was equally ad-
vocated that every boy be circum-
cised (they were not usually asked,

by the way). So widespread was cir-
cumecision in pre-war France that

the Germans were unable to use this
time-honoured method of determining
if a man was a Jew or not. Even

less well known was the practise of
mothers' thrusting their forefinger
through their baby daughter's hymen.
Tlkere are current sex manuals who
tell women to artificially deflower
themselves before marriage. Far
from having anything to do with them,
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most men know nothing of these
practices.

Spencer and Gillen relate that
the Aranda people knew nothing of the
origins of the practice, though they
do cite a myth (?) that in the beginning
the men circumcised the boys using a
fire-stick, with a not surprisingly-
high mortality rate. A woman showed
them how to do the job with a stone
knife, : I think that this is just a silly
Story invented by women to show how
stupid the men are. The character of
Zeus was systematically destroyed by
such stories. Propaganda does occur
in myths.

In the myths o the Djanggawul
of Arnhem Land, there is related the
‘story of how the men stole the magic
‘bags from the women. _ijewously

“the women did the naglc;.,,ceremonies
© “and the men kept them in food whilst

they did so. Now the roles were re-
versed; the men did the magic cere-
monies and the women kept them in

~food. The women were justly angry

about the men stealing the magic bags,
saying that if they had asked they could

,have had them. Apparently the women

were finding their duties rather exact-
ing. Immediately after stealing the
magic bags, the men are circumcised.
The Initiation Ground at Caris-
brook contains several interesting
items. Foremost is a huge banana-
shaped space outlined in stones, tw
circles sinilarly outlined, and a pile
of stones which (judging from other
initiation grounds) would have had a
penis-like piece of stone protruding.
The totem name of this place is lost,
but that of the kangaroo and the ermu
are known, though the grounds have
vanished. The banana shape represents
a vulva, the circles breasts, and some
anthropologists say the stone represents
a penis. Not in my opinion; it repre~

‘sents the clitoris. Here the Aboriginal

boy was reborn, not a man as the unin-
itiated are led to believe, but asa cere-
monial woman. The reason for circum-
cision and sub-incision is to change men
into ceremonial women so that they can
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do the magic ceremonies which orig-
inally required menstrual blvod for
their effectiveness,

Something similar happened with

the Arabs and the Jews, Abraham
being the father of both peoples. The
names of both Abraham and Sarah
were changed, the new names mean-
ing Prince and Princess, though I
think the better translation would be
priest and priestess, the titles being
virtually the same. Apparently
Terah, father of Abraham, had mar-
ried a priestess, and Abraham mar-
ried his half-sister. Their son took
a very close female relative, and
their son returned in person to mar-
ry again into the family. Leah was
palmed off onto him when he wanted
Rachel. For seven years labour he
got her too and she brought with her
the apparent goal of all this marry-
ing, the household gods of Laban,
traditionally saidto be the mummi-
fied head of Adam, reputedly now
buried at the entrance to Jerusalem.

All those men sacrificed and Abralam

was circumcised, in my opinion, to

become a ceremonial wonran and thus s

able to carry out the rituals.

Incidentally, sub-incisim, being
a very painful operation, seems to
be dropped at the first opportunity.
But vhy does circumcision persist
when there is no religious reason for
it? And who wants it?

The glans of the penis is the
most sensitive part of a man's body.
With the removal of the foreskin,
that glans is exposed all the time,
and to a trousers wearer this means
constant irritation. The organ thus
has its sensitivity dulled with the
result that a circuncised man takes
considerably longer to reach climax
than his natural connterpart. As
women take longer to reach climax
than do men, this is to the woman's
advantage, and rany wmmen openly
acknowledge that circumcision is
preserved on this account. From
what I've heard of women talking,
many of them say that all boys

- tics are used on the boys.

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 3
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"ought to be done''. Also from observ-
ing some women, it is obvious that it
helps satisfy their castration complex,
and I vividly remember one woman
drooling over how her grandson's
screams could be heard right down

the corridor. Naturally no anaesthe-
I have known
of no case where the father's permiss~
ion has been asked, and certainly that
of the boy is not. The circumcision of
men in our society is a matter for our
women alone. One man's opinion of
the operation should sum up what men
think... "If I could get the bloody doc-
tor who circumcised me, I'd cut the
barstard's throat!"

The removal of another of a
man's secondary sexual ornaments,
the beard, is usually forced on men
by the women, as I know to my cost,
wearing a beard myself. Virtually no
girl would go out with me, and told me
so in no uncertain terms that they
wouldn't go out with a mn with a beard.
It's part of the castration complex.

Now what of the mutilation of a woman's

- e e e e e A e e M e M e e dp A G mm mm en e A B e M om AR e e e e

Amongst the Aborigines, mutil-
ation of the women takes place where-
ever the sib-incision rite is or was
performed, and not elsewhere. There
is an obvious connection. Roth, who
studied the Queensland tribes exten-
sively, was of the opinion that the sub-
incision rituals were derived from the
mutilation of the women, but as Spen-
cer (p. 263) points out, "This still :
leaves “plaina the mutilation of
the women, and it would seem to be
almost simpler to imagine that this
was a consequence of the mutilation
of the men.' This mutilation of course
is not the artificial deflowering before
mentioned. We have seen that men
accepted circumcision and sub-incision
to '""become women'' in order to do the
magic or religious ceremonies they
stole off the women. For this there is
an explanation. The mutilation of the
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women can only be explained as a
copy of the male rituals, and stems
from that age-long ambition of wom-
en to enter the ''mea's world''. We
thus have the sequence, men follow-
ing the natural course of women
(artificial deflowering isnot that
unnatural, nerely artificial) to be-
come ceremonial women to carry
out the religious rituals once the
property of the women, then the
woran copying the men's operation
to enter the world of men!

But of course they had to become
more extensive. In Kenya, during
the Mau Mau troubles of the '50s,
these operations became so exten-
sive that the scar-tissue became a
hazard for child-bearing. .
thanks to the use of razor-blades by
the operating women., The true
counterpart of male circumecision
is the removal of the hood covering
the clitoris, The original excision
of the clitoris itself is not 8ubject
to any myths of which I am aware,
but once the effects of its removal
was noted its continual removal
became as important as circumcism
to the male...from the womn's .
point of view. As Burton says in a
note to the Arabian Nights (V 5, p.
279) "evening the sensitiveness of
the genitories by reducing it equally
in both sexes.' He further adds,
"While it dirbnishes the heat of.

passion it increases licentiousness."

There is nothing in the Mosaic
Law concerning female circumcis-
ion and Jewish Rabbis have hotly
denied that the Jews ever practiced
it, The Christian church promptly
condemned circumcism, full stop.
The Prophet allowed women to prac-
tise it,
However, it must be remernbered
that the religion of the Prophet has
spread through many strange tribes’
with even stranger customs and in
the absence of the practise being
forbidden,
The same tribes who practise the
sewing up of the labia also perform

. this was-

if they thought it was needed.  millions burnt as witches.

it has probably flourished.

~ a ghastly operation on boys, remov-

ing the entire genitals and inserting
a tube into the urethra to keep it
open. They are fed on fattening
foods and when their breasts develop
are sold for depraved sex.

There is no reason to believe
that female mutilation is done at the
behest of nen, with their permiss-
ion or to bolster up their ego. The
men accept it because they are
conditioned to accept it and men can
be conditioned to accept anything.
Moslem boys are wholly in the care
of women until puberty.

In conclusion, male mutilatim
of their sex rose from stealing the
women's right to religious rituals;
female sex mutilation rose from
women aping the men. The study
of anthropology is a long story of
women trying to enter the men's
world. I state categorically, women
will never become anything whilst

- they are trying to be men and trying

to enter the ""world of men''., What's
wrong with being women and creat-
ing a world of women.

Footnote on witches

- e 4w e o > b - e = A e

All witches were heretics, not
all heretics were witches. A read-

. ing of any of the source material on

witcheraft will make this clear.
Witches stood condemned, not for
their witcheraft per se, but for

_their heresy. Certainly most

witches were women, it is predom-
inantly a women's religion. Marga-
ret Murray lists the names of 687
known witches of the British Isles
and of these 127 were men, or 22.6%.
Incidentally, the smallness of this
list should explode that myth of the
Of those
only a fraction are recorded as be-

.. ing executed. In fact the bulk of
~ those who made an attempt on the

life & James VI escaped punishment,
9 out of 64 were executed, the rest
went unpunished. The idea that they
were harmless old womn with a
knowledge of herbal healing etc does
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not stand examination. But it is a
fact that sone of the covens were
part of the power structure of the
times, the Earl of Bothwell being
behind the attempt on James' life,
for example. If there is any sub-
stance to the same author's '"The
Divine King in England'' then
witchcraft did have a lot to do with
the power structure - it existed
to prop it up.

3% S

* %

{(Editor’s comments: I read the
following general statements from

your paper, John.

1., Men practise genital mutilation
in order to enter the women's world;

2. Women practise genlital mutila-
tion in order to enter the men's
world,

I conclude from this that the
division of human attributes, inter-
ests, responsihbilities, etc. into
"men's'" and '"'women's' is unhealthy,
because it contributes to bizarre
and unhealthy practices for both
sexes.

Wouldn't we all be a lot better
off if we just did whatever what
right for us as an individual human

being, rather than what is prescribedthe material, than you do.

for members of our sex?
And wouldn't it be better if we
all quit trying to lay ''blame' for
our unhealthy practices on any
specific group, but just set about
to rid ourselves of these practices
and get on with living mentally and
physically healthy lives? It can be
an aid to understanding why people
do such bizar e things to each other’
(and to themselves!) but not if we
then use this understanding just to
cast blame. Certainly women, as
well as men, perpetuate negative
attitudes; we live in a complex
society, psychologically speaking.
By the way, I do think the
"castration comrlex'’ as a serious
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explanation of women's psychology,

was discredited some years ago. How-
ever, as a metaphor for the loss of
certain parts of ""human'' psychology,
I rather like the concept; it is exactly
analogous to "womb envy'' to a meta-
phor for men being denied the oppor-
tunity to develop part of their "human"
psychology. ' '

I am quite amused that you sug-
gest women should "'create a world of
women' -- I had no idea you were a
supporter of lesbian separatism!

And finally, on witches, I ask
the following: wera all those acaised
of witchcraft actually practitioners of
the religion of witches? I seriously
doubt it. As with the accusation of
"communist'' in America in the early
'50s, I suspect many people were
accussed of being witches by other
people who simply didn't like them for
some reason or other. And the fact
that few witches are "'officially' re-
corded is irrelevant; I imagine a good
many of those accused were victims
of "vigilante justice' and not recorded.

Anyway, John, thank you for the
article; I found the material on Abori-
gines most interesting, as it is a sub-
ject I have not studied. But I do think
I draw differen® conclusims -- or at
least cifferent value-judgements from
And that
is always a problem with anthropology,
as with sociology and psychology -~
interpretation of the data depends so
much on the beliefs of the interpreter,
no matter how "'unbiased'’ he or she
tries to be. ’ ’

I should be most interested to
hear readers' reactions to your article.

P.S. If the men stole the important
things in life (symbolic religious rituals)
is it any wonder women want to steal

at least a share of them back? Andis

that wrmg?))
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POSTULATIONS
by Debbie Killop

In 1879, I began a series of sf stories,
revolving around the Four Services of
Terran space, [ did not know that it
would be a series, or that a whole fu-
ture society would evolve from it, but
that has been the case. In any way, I
wish to tell you something about my

. future society and its rationale.

~ The first Service is, of course,
Space Navy. An outgrowth of NASA,
it.is termed the 'United Earth Navy’',
but is actually subject to nationalist
tensions, clear through to 2150, when
outward threats forced inward unity.
It was dominated by nationalist,
conservative interests until the
2100's, a circumstance which
brought about in part the defec-
tion of the Old Bolsheviks in
2025, to the planet Moskva

(82 Eridani 3).

Bio-search, the idealistic
Service, was established in
1996, as a part of the Navy. It
was originally titled Bio-survey;
its aim then, as now, to contact
extra-terrestrial sentients.

The third Service is colony
contact - based on the fact that
the illegal Graham drive ships,
carrying colonists, had a ten-
dency to be swayed by the gravity
of bodies they passed, and thrown
off course. Colony Contact was
founded to re-establish links
with colonies lost in this way.

The final Service is the Psi-
Police, detectives whose function
is enhanced by psi - natural
though weak, in humans, and
boosted electronically and chem-
ically, This fourth service is
dominated by women, who are
far more psi than men, It is the
only woman-dominated service -
reflecting their late twentieth-

early twenty-first century origins;
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all the other services are male- .
oriented. In an effort towards equal-
ity, in all services but for Navy,
crew strengths must be exactly half
male, half female ~ in the case of
Bio-gearch, three women and three
men to a ship. The Medical Officer
is second in command, and always

a woman. The Captain, however, is
always male. In fixing things this

way, I was being realistic, rather
“than idealistic. -
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~_When I began the series I was a
wife, a battered orie; with very iittie
self-confidence or hope. I left that
legal marriage, and with leaving,
lost, temporarily, I hope, custody
of my child, My feminist aware~
ness, already then quite strong, has
grown, with the legal battles for my
son, and re-entry to the work force
« 80 has the character of the serieg
altered.

- 1am 27, and bécame irvdlved
at 26 with a man of then 20, now
21, He grew up in South Africa,
of Dutch parents, and comes of a
very authoritarian up-bringing. We
ended up in a de facto relationship,
that has only just ended - in a very
bitter way, as he is unstable, easily
led, and was callously and deliber=-
ately taken away by a woran of his
own, or nearly, his own age. (She
is older than she has admitted being.}
This expereince shook my faith in
sisterhood, severely. 1 still love
this man, and despite another rela-
tionship with a man who this time,
is older, though similar in race and
up-bringing, the first occupies my
thoughts. This has influenced my
series, and my 'society.'

As ] became more cynical about
the due process of law (regarding
the custody battle), so my view of
the services changed., Navy became
a gecular wing of an Inquisition -
albeit a political one - and Moskva
and the Old Bolsheviks were born -
socialiBm and ®mmunism totally
overthrown, their surviving support-
ers fled Terrd for Moskva,

Navy be came plagued by desert-
ers, who have several planets of
refuge, cells passwords and frequent
betrayals and executions (reflecting
my feelings about the break-up of my
defacto, I guess).

As I did, so women in my series
became more assertive. I brought
in my naming system. Women re-
tain their own names on marriage,

Weberwoman's, Weevengs §;

------------------

girl children take the mother's sur-
naime, boys the father's.

My two lost children Were ii‘ans-
lated into the children eanﬁ etipted
as infants, for psi~poi and Naby;

In the most recent staries, &
sentient extra-terrestrial rage, the
Rigelians, have turned againgt their
Terran allies, and the war is on!

I am a keen pr‘opOnant of d;;arma.
ment; and a member of | 4 pacilist
society, founded in NZ in g-ie years
of World War One; by my ¢hurch,
the Methodists, This is reflected in
my war - more like Joe Haldeman's
vision of future war, than Robert
Heinlein's in Starship "i‘z‘dépéx‘h

In the optimistic happy days of
my de factogoing well, Fairhaven was
born - supposedly an ideal, the plan~
et nearest Earth in nature, and the
nearest inhabitable planet  in the
Alpha Centauri system. ¥Fairhaven
is long-settled, peaceful, dominated
by the sea - it is democratic-capital-
ist, and the capital, Fairhaven City,
contains both sea part and space port.
On Fairhaven, there are many dif-
ferent groups living in relative har-
mony - Arcturans (e-t's), Russians,
Americans, Teutons (Dutgh and
German) and others, The Teutonsg
dominate the sea - the Americans
the sky and space.

There are perhaps thirty tp forty
stories in the series, written Ezetween
November 1979 and the present (Ap-
ril 1981). They follow me f{r m
unhappy marriage, tthu_h 5
hood, to another 'marriage 1t
disintegration, to a wary'isussmg
out', of another relationship. Thraigh
three jobs, four residences, a waver-
ing but still existent religious faith,

a strengthening political ¢commitment.
I do not know if other writers find,
as I do, that their creations develop
minds of their own, seemingLy. It
amazes me to read early Four Ser~
vices stories, see where the thing

was intended to go, and where it is nowl
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Certain things have remained the {{The drawings on this page and on
game - two out of four services are page 11 are by Julie Vaux, and go
male-dominated sgpace travel is still with the article starting on page 14.
legally limited to service personnel,  This one is a member of the Comor ri
Bio-gearch and Psi-Pol retain their royal court at a practise session.
tarnigshed idealg.  The whole thing is 'Page 11 shows ‘a young girl’ ‘Cémorri;

in my head so much, that it is hard ‘the 'spear’' is dctually a herder's
to write anything set anywhere or any- stick -~ the ribbons are’ used for a
when else, even mainstream fiction sxgnal ﬂag 3)

has had-to give way.

So far cmly two of the stomes
have seen publma’uon - one€ a very
early fore-runner, ‘about BIO Survey
written in late '78, and for'gotten until
the whole Bio-search thing had risen,
seemmgly unheralded. Then I re-read
the 1978 one, and saw it all pre-figured!

There's a lot T do not like about

this future society:”its militarism, -
conservatism, conscmptxon capital
punishment and the scrapping of any
social welfare program - thought un-
‘necessary, because of the lebensraum
expected to be provided by space' s '
opening up.

Yet it tried, tms socxety ‘of
mine."’ Fairhaven, Moskva, the =~
deseFiér's groups,” ‘slow progréss
of wdmen and’ occasmnal astbund-""
ing nobility, are its strengths '
and hopes '

I predxct very lxttle
good for this small .
planet of ours - and the:: .
Bible,is similarly pess-.
imistic, But like the old .
Blood Sweat and Tears
gong: 'When 1I'm dead,
when I'm gone, there'll be
one more child in this world
to carry on. ! .
Maybe we'll leave a rela—
tively untainted child among -
the stars to carry on..

((Thanks, Debi, for sharing =
these thoughts with us. I won't
say anything here, but will wait
for some feedback from readers ))_
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SWORD CULTS OF COMOR
by Julie Vaux

The Comorri world has several sen-

tient species.

1) Felinoid. s) Forest People, main-
ly Western continent. Brown, olive

skins, dark mane extending to furry

tail. Partial albino subspecies;

white and black or gold colourings.

5 to 6 ft.

b) Shadow Ealker - ears like
lynx, short or no tail, pale or sandy
colourings; found in Alpine plateau
and Eastern desert; 5 ft.

c) Moss People - dark brown
mane, pale skin with greenish over-
tones; live in Southern marshes and
jungle.

d) Lithoi or Lissoi - tall massive
all over fur and tail, often regarded
as gods (due to psychic powers and
long life). 7 ft.

2) Also a humanoid species with 5
subraces and 2 non-mammal species.
One a kind of homothermic dinosaur/
firedrake/dragon and the other well
it/she lays eggs, is warm blooded,
has scales and feathers, fins on feet,
clawed fingers and only a painting
could describe them.

% % *

Once a solar year at the summer
solstice the warrior cults, guilds and
castes sent representatives to the
southern city of Diamond Heart in

the lakelands south of Thunder Moun-
tain.

The Feather Dancers sent their
temple chorus to bless the rituals,
and the Temple of Startowers sends
members of the Guard of Elders,
carrying Speaking Swords. From
the Northern Forests come the Red-
leaf tribe bringing their heritage of
the Sword-Walkers, those wandering
gypsies who seek adventure. From
the Starbridge City (Gmor's main
spaceport) may come aliens and
bearers of laser swords and from
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the Southern Isles sea-folk with
broadswords and sunlock'd hair.
Finally from the land of the Emyrri
riding star-beasts (imported Terran
horses - which is another story)
come the Keepers of Peace and
their gray-robed guard the Jo'vod
warriors, Amazons and LoneWalkers,
Archers and Lancers - the only
religious groups that includes both
women and men. (Although the
Jo'vod Amazons rarely meet their
male counterparts, so wide is the
Emyr land.)

Here and there amidst the crowds
will be seen dark-robed Outlaws who
follow no leader for long - swathed
in dark cloaks they wear their black
armour day and night. Only the
Jo'vod befriend them for their witches
hope to save them from the demons
that drive them into berserker rages.

In the great Square they meet -
to greet long friends, to display
their skills, to witness the famous
ritual ransoming (the Guild of Thieves
test the warriors' alertness by steal-
ing some piece of jewellery, armour
or a weapon and then ransoming it
in public - much to the embarrass-
ment of one woman of the Eas, a
Lord's daughter, who was asked to
ransom her infamous rose-embroid-
ered underkilt - another song.)

% e 2
The Curious (istoms of the Enyrri

In the cities nearest to the great in-
land sea, the policing of streets is
done by women.

The Emyrri men forbid their
women the hunt and the battle - any
martial skills learnt are only for
defence of home and hearth and
honour. (Although the women are
superb riders.) Hence a woman who
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wishes to work outside her clan by
birth or marrlage can only join the
Weavers or Painters Guild or go
Outlaw or join the Jo'vod sworn to
Peace.

Hence women not of the Warrior
caste who wish adventure and danger
can join the police - fighting with
staff and shield.- breaking up fights,
directing travellers and tracking
thieves and criminals.

With this group - which all
castes, clans and guilds grant spec-
ial honours - a woman may stay
close to her home if she cares not
for Jo'vod magic and mysticism or
for Qutlaw recklessness.

When streng\th of arm is needed,
they can call out:the City Guard or
their own special group of Catmen
if they fear the Clty Guard has been
bribed.

FANZINES RECEIVED (more or less in order of recléi}:;t)"
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-Also these women polite, like the
Jo'vod, are free to marry a man of
any other group without the ritual of
parent-blessing. (The Outlaw women
can never be married unless they
come within law again or join Jo'vod.)

Their uniform is high boots, long
hose in summer, side split skirts and
white-feathered hats, their hose and
skirts and jackets being any shade of
green they please. Also they wear
a badge and chain with the emblem of
their city attached.

((Thank you, Julie., I hope others

will send me some of their drawings
or descriptions of societies they've v

invented, as I find them very interest-
ing and a break from some of the
heavy analysis that 1s/w111 be found
within these covers. 1 just hope my
Gestetner will do )ustxce to the
illustrations. )) Yoo
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((As other Australian faneds have
frequently remarked, there is an
inevitable time-lag in this lettercol;
zines posted overseas (surface mail)
have hardly :rcached their destina-
tions when I start typing up the next
issue. Thus many letters will inev-
itably be one issue out-cf-phase. Oh
well, it's good practice for holding.
a conversation with a space station,
Isuppose ) :

Pete Presford
'"Ty-Gwyn', Maxwell Close
Bwcle, Clwyd.

North Wales, U.K. '-’1;2_Apri1 1981

Annwyl Jean;

'Aussiecon' seems rather a
strange zine; and as it is dedicated ~
to Susan Wood I can't comment on lt
over much,

((Evidently you only received Volume-

2; having both volumes might make
the whole project make more sense.))

Being honest (and a food to boot)
[ must tell you now that at Seacon in
"9, I was all in favour of a World-
convention in Scandinavia rather than
Australia. I could afford to go there

. but there is nc way I can get down-
under' And I would still prefer a
Convention with our Viking Brothers
(and Sisters of course)...

‘Why? When I tear a strip off
Aussie zines does everyone down
there have to send me nice zines. .
it does make me feel such a twit.

Just finished a note to Jack Her-
man telling him that the socks on the
other-foot now. It seems to have been
U.K. zines that have slipped of late
... ah well!

((Joseph Nicholas has been saying
much the same thing lately.))
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NDebi Killop

3/2 Maungawhau Road
Newmarket
Auckland, New Zealand

10 April 1981

Thanks a lot for Weberwoman's
Wrevenge. . .Re your biography -
there are a few things we have in
conmon - I am going for a divorce,
have had two really, as a long- stand-
ing and intense de facto relationship
broke up recently, leaving me more
scarred than the end of my legal
marriage. I have had two sons,
neither of whom live with me - the
first was adopted out, born when his
poor mother was 18. The second is
the subject of a custody battle that
should be finally coming to court
soon - after 17 months!

I am a feminist, thaugh a Christ-
ian one, a smoker (the result of a
drug-dependent personality, and a
broken romance)., My father wasan
English soldier, dead now 7 years,
my mother, a New Zealander, they
married late in life, my mother had
always been an independent working
woman, and after marriage, had 5
children virtually without pausing
for breath. She died 7 months ago,
at 62.

I have sought after a university
education, but motherhood, marriage,
and the necessity to support myself,
plus, the low level of tertiary bursar-
ies, have stopped me. I now work at’
a job well below the level I'm capable™
of - a situation that drove my father, '
in his case, to drink himself to death.
The class sy stem in England ensured
that his intelligence was wasted.
Therefore, I am a socialist.

By preference, I mix with Dutch
and Germans; of both races, there
are a lot in Auckland. (cont...)
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I note that you have recently
read Amazons!, andJourney. Also

Faded Sun, Fountains of Paradise.
These are all works I've read recen-
tly too. Have you come across

these other I have recently read:
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((If you'd like to write some book
reviews, they'd be welcome -- esp.
of the books I haven't read.)) '
((Debi also sent a contribution vhich
appears sometvhere thish. ))

Al Fitzpatrick

38, Northfield

Barlby, Selby

Nth Yorkshire YO8 7JS

U.K. 5 May 1981

Greetings from miserable old Eng-
land (formerly known as Merry Olde
England but that was before this
present Tory Government. . .)

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 3
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I enjoyed reading both zines
((Aussiecon Vols. 1 & 2)) but I think
most of the pleasure was derived not
so much from what was actually print-
ed but by the way each person's com-
ments on the con stirred my own mem-
ories of Aussiecon. Ranging through
almost not being able to get the time
off work for the con, meeting the U8
fans as they arrived in Sydney, and
sampling Beam's Choice in lieu of
breakfast, to con itself chaotic and
enjoyable and to the aftermath o being
so ill yet having to go to work that I~
wished I was dead. I ended up the con
with a dose of bronchitis (as I have
ended Several other cons since then).

As to 'how Aussiecon changed
my life’, I've no real idea as it's still
changing it. Had I not attended Aussie-
con, it's quite likely I would still have
been living in Sydney, still selling off
parts of my book collection to Keith
Curtis, and still regularly attending
Australian conventions. Instead, I'm
stuck here in England, am considering
moving yet again, I'm attending cons
all over the place barring Down Under,
and still supporting Australia in '83.
...Aussiecon...was the major factor
contributing to my desire to visit
overseas conventions and in 1976 of
leaving Australia intent on attending
the British Eastercon, ((something I
can't translate from Al's handwriting))
and the Worldcon before heading back
to Australia. The cons I attended but
never did make it back. Since then
I've seen a lot of good times as well -
as a lot of bad times, so it's been 50-50

" to whether Aussiecon changed my life

for good or ill. Still as I said change

©is still taking place and my future at -

this time still seems uncertain.

((Thanks for those memories, Al. I
may have met you at Aussiecon, but I
don't recall. You're often mentioned
in Aussie fannish circles, and I have
wondered why you left -- this letter
helps explain!))((Al wrote again, in
June; that letter should appear later
in this column.))
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Ben P. Indick

428 Sagamore Avenue ..

Teaneck, NJ 07666 -
USA 19 May 1981

Golly, that husband of your must've
really ticked you off - divorced both
him and the country. Well, having
received mail and zines from Down
Under for some years, I suspect it
is'a convivial place in which to
reside. So good luck and enjoy!
°  'Being American yourself, you
know how insular and chauvanistic
we are; in Marc Ortlieb's zine old
grump Joseph Nicholas gave USA'ers
the razz for disbelieving any other
country can write sf or maybe even
exist. And even you feel constrained
to include a map in WWW -- Heck
--atlases exist -- let 'em look up a
map themselves! I myself repeat
daily''other countries live!" twelve
time before each meal -- or is that
"mail"? (I'm a pharmacist, so all
such duties are done before or after
meals. )

Anyway, don't get too feminist
-- there can be too much of a good
thing, and one comes up with strange
bedfellows. Figuratively, that is."
Gosh...I'm getting in deeper. Gulp!:
Even wuss & wuss! Enough--

((Well, I haven't given up m'efl, if
that's what you mean; but then I don't
reject women cither...))

19

Leslie David

P O Box 5057

Ft Lee, VA 23801 o
USA 3 June 1981

... I'll admit I'm curious as to how
you got my address, as I'm not a
publisher, in only a few apas and the
only Australian fan I've ever met was
Eric Lindsay at Iguanacon. I'm not
complaining, it's very nice to see an

Australian fanzine fdfd XAdgtyAlldd
ghanhp.

((I'm not quite sure where I got your
name & address -- probably off a loc
in someone's zine; I send a zine on
spec to anyone - especially women -
who writes an interesting loc; there
are also other criteria but that's the
most likely one in your case. )){((By
the way, when you get WWW2 you'll
note the lack of stamps; Category B
has a postaege paid stamp; sorry 'bout
that.)) ,
Cn learning that you are an ex-
patriate American I hope you'll at
some point let us know why you made
your decision and what it's like living
in Australia as far as differences and
similarities are concerned. I'd like

" to find out more about Australia and

Australian fen. A
{(Oh, dear, a lot of people have already

" heard this story; maybe I'll send you

an old apazine and spare the otherg a
repeat. Baslcally, I came out to
Australia because I was fed up with
America - I don't feel like going into
the details at the moment - especially
with the fact that anyplace I cared to
live, I couldn't get a ''suitable'’ job;
where the jobs were --ie cities -~ 1
didn't care to live. I vas lucky to find
a choice of jobs in "'suitable" living
conditions in Australia, After 4 years
of underemployment in the US I had,
within 3 weeks of landing in Oz, the
choice of two jobs of relevance to my
training and interests, and well paid.
Wide open spaces and few people! !

As a gross generality, I'd say Austral-
ia has most everything I like about
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America, but few of the things:I don't
like seem to impinge much on my
life -- the lack of feminist men is
one -l do notice, . .” I znow enough of
them it really doesn't matter much,

I imagine if I lived in Sydney of Mel-
bourne I'd find it more like the cities
of America, which I don't like any-
more, but in Canberra (population
under 250, 000) or Townsville, where
I used to live (population under 100,
000)'there's no traffic jams, rarely
smog, easy access to ''the bush'' and
none of the feeling of the ''rat race'.
They tell me the Public Service here
in Canberra is the rat race but I don't
work for the Public Service. Anyway
the point is that the place suits me

at this stage of my life, I have great
friends, it's a laid-back lifestyle,

I have a good job that pays well, etc
etc -- not everything is perfect but
it's a hell of an improvement on my
life in America. [ don't pretend to
think it would snit everyone.))

I'm hoping there will be a
Worldcon there to go to in '83. Like
you I am a veteran traveller; my
father works for GE and I am in the
Army. M childhood was spent in
upstate New York, Brazil, Indiana
-and . back to New York. I attended
Arizona State University in Tempe,
where I earned a B\ in English Lit.
If I weren't in the Army I'd be teach-
ing high school English somewhere.

I enjoy travelling and visited Spain
while I was in high school. While we
lived in Brazil we also went through
Panama and Mexico, making me an
avid Hispanophile. While I haven't
done any fanpubbing as of yet, I'm
contemplating a perzine based on the
continual weirdness of my job. I'm
the Executive Officer of an AIT com-
pany and am responsible for the ad-
ministrative running of a 300+ student
company. AIT, or Advanced Indivi-
dual Training, is where a soldier
fresh out of Basic Training learns a
Military Occupational Skill. With
300 people constantly coming and
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gadng, you can imagine the stories.

I enjoyed your North America
Trip Report very much. Qantas cer-
tainly feeds you better than any dom-
estic airline I've been on. While I
didn't much care for THE FINAL
COUNTDOWN and would not have
stayed awalz to see it, if I were given
the chance to see it again, now, I
would. I took a tour of the ship while
it was in port at Norfolk. I wasvery
sad to hear of the crashing of one of
its surveillance planes. To me the
Nimitz is more than just a ship, it's
a friend. I just hope none of my
friends onboard were hurt or killed.

I found it amuzing that you had
to specify that Virginia is on the East
Coast. Route 66 immay be an important
piece of American folklore, but it's
an old road in lousy condition ((that's
not the road's fault; if the government
would give it proper upkeep...)).
There's a limit to the number of times
I want to go through Gallup, NM. No

matter what time of day you go through,

the traffic is always bumper-to-
bumper pickup trucks. That's a piece
of Americana I can do without. ({The
Interstate is fine for getting some-
where, but it's bloody boring ; just
depends on what you want -- I'll agree
Gallup is not one of the more attract-
ive spots in New Mexico. ))

Thank you for running the list
of Australian faneds. I had no idea
so many publications were coming
out from''down under'. Any idea as
to the total number of Australian fen?
((Well, a 'big' con may have about
200 members, over half of them
from the local area. My guess would
be about 500 fen, all up, but others
like John Foyster should have a much
better idea.))

I'm glad you included a map of
Australia, since I didn't know how
the country was divided up. What I

found most interesting is that virtually

all but 2 of the cities are right on the
coast. ({(There are other cities.))
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Al Fitzpatrick

(address as above) 10 June 198‘1

Thanks: for- the copy of WWW#I
the address above will only be eff—
ective'until the" begmnmg of 'August.
After that I*I1 b€ out of England for
some time’, startmg w1th a few
months in the USK.

111 confess T like reading trip
reports I suppose it's because
I'm incurably nosy and like to hear
about what other people have been
up to, Well no that's not strictly
true. I'm very fond of travel and I
find living where I do in the confines
of a smallish village rather restric-
tive and irksome. Too many people
wanting to poke their noses into '
your business. Hence if I can't
travel I like to read of others' travels.

The one thing I did find interest-
ing was your comments on the bor-
ing pohtlcal talk about the reasons
frthy Western Canada should seceed
from-Canada. The arguments may
be the same as those put forward in
Australia by Queensland and W. A,
but to me what is more curious,
they are the same reasons put for-
ward by Yorkshire in favour of
seceeding from England. This was
about 8 or 9 years ago. Simply the
reason was cash allocations by the
Government were on a straight split
between the counties so Yorkshire
(the biggest county) got the same as
Rutland, the smallest. It worked
too because 'the county boundaries
were résurveyed in places and York-
shire got subdivided into about 4
regions and thus got a fairer share ‘
of the allocated cash. I always con-

sidered it a shame though that York-

shire didn't seceed from England;
it would have led to some real fun
and games,

((I'm glad to hear you're finally
getting a chance to travel again;

does this mean your next stopping:
place may be Canada or somewhere -
other than U, K. ?))

~ various people,

-amendment ratified,
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'('::'Rlckiard Hryckizwicz
11 Shepway Place
;Mar‘angar'oo WA 6064

Australia 14 May 1981

The only really critical comment
I have on WWW2 is about its layout.
You appear to have followed the rather
standard American magazine (and
probably Australian magazine) format

‘of spreading continuations of articles
throughout the mag. As you probably

already know, this can be very frust-
tating wlhen you're reading through
the mag and have to jump forward a
few pages to finish any particular
article, then go back to continue read-
ing the rest of the magazine.

((I quite agree that it's a nuisance,
but when one types stencils over a
period-of 4 to 6 weeks, starting each
new section on a new stencil, one . .
generally ends up with little ends of
pages to fill in.. .I suspect the prob-
lem will occur .in'thish also, but as I
don't like .it.either, I'll be trying to
avoid it wherever possible/conveni-
ent.)) _

I liked the selection of buttons
and badges you printed. If you have
any more examples, I feel that a lot
of people would be interestedin seeing
more of them. I know I would be.

. .would it be possible to name
who did the book review, as it would
probably give me a better idea of that
person's attitudes and/or my reaction
to the review,

((Sorry, I thought it was understood
that unattributed material was written
by the editor; book reviews thish, by
are attributed.))

I read your editorial with inter-
est and, by coincidence, I managed
to listen to a couple of radio programs
on the ABC, relating to the-women

~arrested after the -Anzac Day march,
. and how the local member who was

responsible for getting the special
tried to weasle
his way out of the reasons for getting
the amendment through.
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((Actually he was not the localrmem-
ber, he was (is ) the Minister for
the Capital Territory, Mr Hodgman,
who is elected from someplace in
Tasmania. ))

The interviewer kept asking
such valid questions as why the
amendment was passed? What p
prompted his action? and, Did he
really consider it necessary? The
answers the politican gave were
vague to an extreme. Some remarks
being that information he had receiv-
ed from 'someone' within the group,
that the women were planning to
‘disrupt' the march, and that this
informant had considered that the
police should be informed before
anything drastic happened.

All in all...,even the interview-
er seemed to feel that he was either
being lied to, or that the questionee
was being deliberately evasive. As
a matter of fact, the interviewer
seemed to be totally dissatisfied
with the way the interview had gone.
((Thanks Richard, your assessment
agrees pretty well with other reports
I've heard of that interview. )}

Weberwoman's Wrevenge 3

Neville J Angove

P O Box 770
Canberra City, ACT 2601
Australia 27 May 1981

Your trip report convinced me that

if I ever travelled overseas, it would
be only as a tourist - seeing the
sights, visiting Disneyland, and doing
all those other touristy things; I doubt
I could accept a trip that was mainly
composed of meeting people, visiting
with them, and being ©Rown around
by them in the friendly atmosphere
you recreated in your report., Per-
haps it is because I am a psychologist
that I don't have any desire to either
inflict myself on others personally,
or be inflicted upon by them (I will
happily do so through the medium of
a fanzine, though).

.. .But what I found most inter-
esting in WWW#2 was your discussion
of the W, A. 2. trespass of the Anzac
Day march in Canberra, I have sev-
eral questions that you, as a partici-
pant, might be able to answer. Why,
for example, was Canberra chosen
as the scene of confrontation - surely
one of the other capitals would have
been more appropriate, with more
spectators and therefore a far better
chance of getiing the point across (and
also, incidentally, a much better
chance of not being forbidden the right
to march at all}; and why did the W,
A.R. participants have to attend so
many sessions/meetings in order to
practice 'not being provoked' - are
women more liable to be provoked
than men?

((I thought I had made it clear in my
editorial that, several years ago,
wreath-laying on Anzac Day occureed
in several capital cities; I believe
last year was the first time in Can~
berra, and women were arrested
then. I do not know why W.A,R,
groups in other cities did not {ry to
march this year; [ am not a member
of that group., Certainly the march
in Canberra this year was partly to
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test the law, which had been used
agzuinst the marchers last year.

** Sorry, I just re-read my state-
ments, in WWW?2 and find that I did
not make the above poinfs; they must
have been in one of ‘my apa contri-
butions.** As for the non-violent
wo_r_kshops, marchers were asked
to attend one; quite a few wereheld,
in order to keep workshops ‘small
and to increase the diversity of
times at which they were held, to
allow the greatest number of parti-
cipants to find time to attend one.))

_** The real point-is, I suppose,
that W, A. R. chose the Canberra
March in order to generate the most
national publicity - because they
had the best chance to actually have
a newsworthy ccnfrontation with
officialdom. Not that I am saying
that there was no séntiment involv-
ed about women being raped in war-
time (althcugh such sentiment ig
admirable, and has my moral sup-
port, it is a little rmsplaced in an
Anzac Day march; the march hon-
ours those servicemen who died
defending their country - and I doubt
that many women were raped defend-
ing Australia in any of the wars in-
volved; it seems paradoxical that
W.A. R, attempted to disrupt a
gathering held *o hnnour those vho
died in order to give W, A.R. the
right'to disrupt '~ "* gathering. ),
just that the eApressmn of such sen-
timent would have been more cred-
ible if displayed in a more appropri-
ate manner - like outside the em-
bassy of the USSR, whose soldiers
not only raped any female too slow
to run away (irn the occupation of
Germany at the end of WWII), or
outside of Parliament House, where-
in dwell the politicians who actually
start the wars in which women are
raped,

((I quite agree that other situations
might be as appropriate, or more
appropriate, for the demonstrations
planned by W, A,R. That is not the

‘march,

front of Parliament House, and pre-

point. "he point was whether the RSL H
has the privilege to decide who shall :
Secondly, it is totally ‘
incorrect to say that W.A.R. intend-
ed to 'disrupt' the Anzac Day march
--except insofar as their presence
was offensive to certain people assoc-
iated with the march. The intention
was to march peacefully, after the
official march, and to quietly. and
peacefully lay a wreath. If no one
had made a fuss about their presence,
no disruption would have occurred,
of that I am sure. In fact, that is -
exactly what we did, an hour or
so after the official ceremonies were
over. Incidentally, WAR also organ-
ises other demonstrations, e.g. in

sents submissions to various legal
bodies in the 'approved' manner.))

But I ami’ still confused as to
lHow anyone can equate rape with be-
ing killed - while the former may be
quite soul-destroying and a gross
violation of a woman's person, the
latter is both more final and the ul-
timate of personal violations. (( RSL
‘President Sir William Keys says one
purpose o Anzac Dy is to 'act as a -
‘reminder of the horrore of war! --
rape is one of thoee horrors. Nelther
WAR nor I are trying to 'equate’ rape
vith being killed, thoughit coulld per- .
haps be equated wiith serious ihjury.))

I am looking forvard to the next
issue with the sercon section on the
politics of rape - haven't hada good
laugh in ages; and it will be laughable
if you do the usual and only cover the
topic from the one viewpoint, that of
the female (and ignoring the poor male !
who is constantly placed in a double-
bind situation by society in general
and females in particular).

((You probably read the papers in
Applesauce; or weren't you a member
then?)) Didn't really appreciate the
pro-female /anti-male discrimination

in the book review section! ((I read
more books by women; what's wrong |
with that? Tough luck, Neville,))



Thanks for sending me WWW, an
excellent and thought-provoking
zine, the: best I've ‘seen in some
time (mind you I don't get many
zines these days). A
((Well, gosh...ta.))

Various comments sct me
thinking about how(and if)Kate
((his daughter--Ed. )) is developing
aconcept of sex roles. This is
. something I'd been planning to dis-
cwss in Applesauce (and =till may).
As Kate is becoming more and

standably, we are becoming more
ad more able to see how she is
developing. At the moment I don't
think she can’ differentiate between
the sexes, at least not greatly; all
thildren, for inStance, are 'boys'.

24

Jon Noble

97 Burns Rd o
Springwood, NSW 2777.
Australia 27 May 1981

more able to express herself under-
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She knows my 'bum, bum' (her word
for genitals) is different from Caro-
line's, but I doubt if she realises that
hers is the same as Caroline's. She
doesn't seem to have any concept of
specific roles for us. Although the

"people who care for her in the daytime

are women, andshe calls them 'mum-
my', she is aware that they are only
looking after her while mummy and
daddy are at school, accepts this and
feels no real need to become emction-
ally dependent on them. Perhapsbe-
cause she is an emotionally securs

and independent child., In her own home,
where her emotional commitment is,
she sees both parents performing
'mothering' and housekeeping roles.
But she does seem to be developing the
basics of sex role stereotyping. For
instance, anyone riding a bike is a
'boy'. As I said she tends to regard
all children as 'boys', but as she grows

‘older tne.image of 'boys on bikes' as
‘opposed to 'girls on horses' (she has '
:‘a tremecndots fascination for all fauna,
. -egspecially horses) will surely remain,

It ig inevitable that"she will en-
counter children with already
developed sex-role stereotypes
and also that the women who
look after her during school’
will be ' women who tend to be
more oriented towards tradi-
tional- women's roles (the
others are-all at work). For-
tunately the council-run family

-~ day ' care shheme help to counter-

- act:this, as they try to find the
- ‘sarts of daycare
: mothers that

would suit

parents,

desire s,
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and the parents get a choice of
several. We've been very pleased
with the ones we've had.

On to other things - on the Anzac
Day march, I'd heard that the regu-

lation is likely to be repealed/declar-

ed illegal or something. On AM on

several following days listeners rang

in to say that they'd been raped/had
raped women during WWII and Viet-
nam., They played these straight
after the president of the RSL had
said that Australian troops would
never rape women,

((So far - early July - the march
legislation still stands and its future
is still uncertain.))

Parts of your trip report remind
me of how I felt at times when I
returned to New Zealand in 1974;
however, I'd only been 5 when I left
NZ in 1959, and so my memories
of my former life there were few
and my emotional ties were less -
indeed I was surprised to find they
were as strong as they were, and
that I remembered as much as I did.

3
! ‘.?
L7
Marc Ortlieb
1/2 Water Street
Kensington Park, SA 5068
Australia 26 May 1981

Q: How does one write a LLoC comment-~

ing on someone else's trip report?

A
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A: Yéity ¢aréfdily. One finds an ir-

relevant bit, and talks about it.

I agree with the comments on
keeping bidding friendly. Taking the
bidding too seriously c¢puid result in
the traumas that have killed previous
bidding committees....

Enjoyed Warren Nichols' LoC.
I'm fast reaching the conclusion that
the reason I throw myself so heavily
into fandomis to make up for missing
so much at Aussiecon. The feeling
is very much that of losing one's vir-
ginity while being semi-conscious,
I'm fully conscious now, but somehow
nothing quite matches the magic of
that first time.

((I'm not sure I appreciate your anal-
ogy with losing virginity. My first
time was anything but 'magic’', in fact
it was (pun intended) bloody awful.))

I've had no luck whatsoever in
my attempts to write comments on
Linda Taft's letter. I guess our views
on life, the universe and everything
are so opposed that there's not really
much o say. The idea of ripping
down barriers asa Good Thing is not
a new one, but is presented in a
rather facile manner, as though it was
just a matter of muttering the magic
words BARRIERS DOWN, and all
interpersonal problems would be
sdved. What it ignores is that inter-
personal bar: rs are important,
What is needed more is a way of low-
ering portions of the barrier to speci-
fic people, without damaging the integ-
rity of the whole. Perhaps Linda and
I define barriers in different ways.

To me, I am me behind my barriers,
and I allow people to see those aspects
of myself I think they should see. 1
am taking full respmsibility for this
decision, I'm afraid I find this whole
"Be open to others' a right toyal

pain in the arse. It results in people
engaging in competitions the aim - of
which is to be more open than others.

((Yes,; I've certainly met the type of
people you describe in your last
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sentence,; and I agree:they are a
pain. However, I think the point
Linda was making is quite valid;
why ‘do you hide certain parts of
yourself from-people? 1 don't mean
fromi peoplé: at ‘work,” or slight ‘
acquaintances, ‘or the blokes at the'_
pub -- if the relatlonshl’p i$' super-""
ficial or not of one's chobsmg, fair
enough. But in a closé’ personal
relationship, eg. 'love", it would

seem: to me that .'hidin‘g' part of one's
personality would ultimately be self-
o :than platitudes,
~'women are in the lowly positims they
occupy is. that they deserve to be there,.
‘The majority do not train for future
‘positions,
‘'selves by taking up:additional tasks -
" at work;: they tend not to take work
“‘3~'home,.
""married just when they are getting -

defeating:” The 'hidden' part will
either:be evident to the other party,
in which casé she may think you're
not trustworthy; or it will corme out
sometime under stress and be qmte
a- Shock )) e »
Erlc B Lindsay B LIt
6 Hillerest -Ave ooy
Faulconbridge, NSW 2776.
Australla 8 July, 1981

.1 have to protest the femm;st o
blas apartent (in WWZ)
ple, the major part of the contents
were by women, in.a ratio far beyond
their proportlon m the general pop-.
ulation, and in fandom in partl,cular

Thxs suggests a bias in the selection

of the contents, that can onlv be. .
corrected by equal rights for men'

((An artlcle by Eric Lindsay would
~more women learn that they will need

" 3heir own income,

help redress the balance, would it
not'? ?2))

Expectatlonsas to whether one
can go to un1vers1ty, mentloned in
your comments on Ellzabeth Darl-
ing's 1etter tend
to be more’a matter of a considera-
tlon of potentlal costs than of the sex
of the student I\/Iost people find it
hard to afford a unlversxty educatxon
for thelr famﬂy;*ﬂnce you get out-
side the cosy, . smgle child, middle
class famlhes from which most fans
have sprung (crawled walked, etec.).
And when they can, with great sacri-
fice, afford to send one family mem-
ber to university, it is often in.the
expectations of that person-assisting

in my experlence s
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the family, :Naturally, they .chootse a
son, since the son is more likely to
be able to afterwards support the
family; whereas a daughter usually
becomes a more desirable marriage
partner and isr-_like'ly-the'rebyi to leave

~one family to its:detriment.: :
((Your comments support the p!omt T

was making, Eric.)) RS
:Now personally,: I m getting & bit

' tlred.ofall the feminist propaganda::

in fanzines. It is apparent, to anyone
who looks at actual attitudes rather '+
that the reason most .

they do not assert them-

and usually leave: - the job to get

relatively good at it. Indeed,in view:

... of the relatively small number. of <+ |
. jcareer women in. the work force,

the
proportlon of women in senior posit-- -

For exam— ions is remarkably high; probably out
. of proportlon to what they deserve.

((What an interesting mixture of fact
and bullshit. One question that femin-

ists address is why so few women::

prepare for 'careers' -- obviously
because they are conditioned not to
expect to want or need to be in the paid
workforce most of their lives. As

they will make - or
try to make ~ the necessary adjust-
ments. Of course, whether the things

.. that are necessary in a 'man's world'

+~ like taking work home, etc, that
tend to lead to early male deaths --
are desirable, is another matter. One

_hopes the advent of women into higher

positions will modify some of the

- more harmful traditions of the work-

force.)) ({(Eric has also been sending
out, lately, computerised 'l"etté’r's‘pro"-;v_
duced m one of his home computers.
What rext -- personalxsed fanzines? ?
Something to- speculate m...))
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Joy Window S :
127 lemgston Rd. e
. Marrickville, NSW 2204
Australla B 13 June 1981

; I had a look at your Ausslecon Anm—

versary issue:. 'To tell the truth I
particular 'conhvention. Too much
water has flown under the bridge
since then. I rémemoer being ex-
tremely un-in: wcsced with American
fandom, or the representatlves
thereof, but this was before I res=
ceivedmy self-impdsedtraining in
cultural relationg'(by travelling and
living overseas and marrying a
Chinese husband). No doubt my im-
pressions would be different now,
and in fact are - I've come across

a few American fen, and they seem
quite pleasant people. I was moving
out of fandom at the time, too, h_av{
ing been in it since 1971, and feeling
like moving“bn to different things.

I did move on, and here I am, back
again since early 1980. Those
'things' were feminism and learning
about other cultures. S I'm glad

to hear about Debi Killop through
her letter in WWW#1,

[ have a couple of people hover-
ing over me now. One is Christine
((Smith)), who wants to know, why
'Wrevenge', and what have you got
to be wrevengeful about?
(('Wrevenge' because I thought it
sounded nice, and because in my
own zine I can write about anything
[ want, on topics that maybore other
people silly, and thus get my 're-
venge' on anyone who may not be
interested in what [ want to talk
about.))

Troll wants to point out that the
mysterious, leather-clad bikie who
kept waving to you on the way back
from Adelaide was him, and why
didn't you wave back?

((We -- Richard Faulder, Joyce
Scrivner,
so concerned that he was trying to

' 'le"tter'
don't remember too much about that l‘a_belled 'working-class',

Denny Lien and I -- were

tell us something was wrag with the
car, that it never occurred to us it
might be somebody we knew. Well, it
it occurred to me, but I considered it
so 1rxprobable as to be ridiculous.))
Interesting to read Elizabeth's
My own background could be
and I was
encouragedto 'rise above' this. I
don't remember any specific problems
with being a female child, although
being the only one would have influenc-
ed this. If there had been a son, he
would have certainly been encouraged
to be a plumber like my father, but I
was allowed to go my own way.
Marriage and children were certainly
never pressed upon me. My mother
says she assumed they would happen
anyway, without any pressure from
her. She was tied at home caring for
her sick mother for many years, and
determined that the same thing should
not appen to me. I am very grateful
for the freedom of choice she allowed
me. When I did marry, briefly, it
was to help a friend to get into the
country, rather than any emotional
bond. I seemed to have missed out
on a whole lot of pressures that other
women had to cope with at that young
age. '

Comment on Leanne's letter: I
myself find 3F hard to read these
days, especially when there's so mudh
other stuff which is better written,
more relevant to me, and far more
useful to my philosophical point of
view. I used to devour the stuff, but
find I have grown away from it now.
Pleasé do not take this to imply a
put-down. I just have other tastes
now. ((I found that very interesting,
because for about ten years I felt that
way, but now have found many sf books
that interest me and are relevant in

some way -~ though as you say, there
is a lot more

stuff around that's better
written!))

' Comment on Warren's letter: as
several of us were leaving a North

Adelaide restaurant during the most
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recent National con in' Adelaide, the
cashier asked us if we were the
science fiction crowd, and when we
replied in the affirmative, he, in
all seriousness, asked us to call
himnext time we saw a flying saucer,
as he hadn't ever seen one. I decid-
ed-to leave my comment to the effect
that we weren't really into that sort
of thing as enough. Ee wouldn't have
believed it anyway.

Interesting to read Linda's
letter, but no comment.
((Aw, surely you could say some-
thing about Linda's letter? ?))

Jessica Amanda Salmonson
2127 South 254th Place
Kent, WA 98031
USA 4 July 1981
((This letter arrived on 28 July, a
victim of postal disruptions in Oz.))

Note Jessica's new address.

I am glad to see you read Amazons!
I hope you liked it a bit. ((See my
review later thish.)) There will be
an Amazons II, probably middle of
next year; it goes to the publisher
this month. If me recent novel,
Tomoe Gozen, is sold in Australia,
it might interest you a bit, that is,

if you weren't sorry to have read
Amazons! The novel is about a wom-
an samurai, and is illustrated by me
very own life-partner Wendy Adrian
Shultz.

Golden Naginata, which Ace has
scheduled tentatively for March 1982.
These things keep me pretty busy.

Whoever said you could see Mt.
St Helens from Seattle on a clear day
was a nit. .. (it) is below the horizon.
. .However, while up on the water
tower (the highest point in Seattle), I
did get a lovely view of the towering
mushroom! Perhaps that's what your
informer meant. ((It was.)) The old
mountain is still rumbling and spitt-
ing from time to time, and I have
moved to Kent, which is a bit nearer
to the mountain, but still it is below
the horizon. Mt Rainer, however, is
gigantic from where I live. And it is
not only the biggest mountain on the
coast, but a volcano and potentially
active. “The next to go, though, is
supposed to be Mt Baker. There's
been a volcano-watch up there for a
decade -- everyone thought it'd blow
before St Helens. The Hawaiians say
the volcano goddess noved to St Helens;
some Japanese friends of ours who
used to call Mt Rainer 'Fuji-San' now
give that holy title to St Helens., It's
very exciting living near an active
volcano actually, and between two
others which geologists say could
viow. ({(That kind of excitement I can
do without, thank you.))

Our new house is very pleasant.
Roof leaks and such, but it was the
best we could afford, and it's ours.
We have fruit trees (plums, apples,
cherry, peach) and flowering trees
and bushes and raspberries in the back
yard (all glowy-red and tasty Right
Now) and though the weather is cur-
rently 80°F (hot for the Northwest),
it is consistantly cool and pleasant
in aur tree-filled yard. Lots of work
though; never had to take care of a
place before, and not convinced it's
fun. ((Your place sounds a bit like
mine, both the fruit trees and the
work, and your attitudes towards
both!))

I'm writing the sequel, The ((IAHF are on page 33, probably.))
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My intention in thls book review
column is to discuss books with
strong female lead characters,
and/or books which address
social, environmental, or
political'issues of interest to
women in general and myself in
particular. I would welcome
reviews from readers of WWW,
on fiction and non-fiction works
. in these categories..

Amanda Salmonson, 1979.

_(Re\{iewed by Jean Weber)_ _

This collection of short stories is
about women who have taken up the
sword as warriors, in a variety of
circumstances'. Starting with a
delightful cover (on the DAW edit-
ion) showing a woman in full armor
(none of this brass-breastplates-and
little-else), an introduction gives

a bit of history of 'Amazons’', or
women warriors, over the ages and
in mythology, and states the philo=~-
sophy behind this book.  That philo-
sophy is to counteract the preval-
ence in heroic fantasy of the males
having all the adventures, and the
females being merely decoration.

In heroic fantasy, says Salmonson,
'the unrestrained magic and adven-
_ture"prowde a limitless potential
that has yet to be plumbed. The

influx of genuinely amazonian heroes

into the genre can only benefit
heroic fantasy... This may be the
giant step which removes the gerire
from its stagnant, unimaginative
mimicry and pulp era influences,
réturning it to its nobler heritage of

ancient mythology, intelligent extra-

polation, and good storytelling.'

That may be a bit ambitious for
a single anthology, but the stories
in it are well-written, delightful,
and non-sexist,

- e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e e e ae

C.J.Cherryh leads off with '"The

Dreamstone', a High Fantasy tale of
Arafel, one of the Eld-born who
dwells mainly in a different dimen-
sion; and a young harper, Fionn, who
flees misfortune and comes to live in
the Ealdwood. Arafel gives her
moonstone in payment to Fionn's
master, for the joy of Fionn's play-
ing, but its absence eventually causes
her to weaken, A resolution must

be found.

Unfortunately I lave neither the
ambition nor the space to review
each of the stories in this volume,
Authors include Janrae Frank, T.J.
Morgan, Janet Fox, Charles Saunders,
Josephine Saxton, Margaret St Clair,

- Andre Norton, Michele Belling, Megan

Lindho_lm, Tanith Lee, and Elizabeth
A Lynn, most of whom I've never

heard of before (which may reflect

more on my reading habits than on
the status of the authors). An addi-
tional reading list combpletes the
volume. Hghly recommended.

Room of One's Own, edited by Susan

Wood, vol. 8, nos. 1 1981, Avail-

'able from the Growing Room Collect~

PO Box 46160, Station G, Van-
couver BC V6R 4G5, Canada.
Reviewed by Jean Weber.



This is a special Feminist SF & F
issue of this quarterly publication,
The quality of the contributions
varies quite a bit, and some I did
not think were quite SF or F, but
it's a worthvilille volume nonetheless.
It includes fiction, poetry, art,
essays, and a reading list. Most
are quite short pieces, far too many
to review individually or even list
the authors, Some are a bit pole-
mical; most aren't. A good sample
of the sorts of things feminist SF &
F readers and writers =2:re irterest-
ed in these dys.

1977,
Reviewed by Jean Weber.

Her second published novel, I think.
Four species interact; each has its
own psychological 'givens' and finds
those of the others rather incompre-
hensible,

3 of the characters are joined
by an 'artificial' telepathic link.

I find the ten~~acy, in Cherr;=:'s
books, for subordinate species to
accept the inevitability of their sub-
ordinance, rather tedious., In this
book the human Damien does not
accept this, and the other characters
are generally shocked at his presum-
ptiuousness. The detailed character
studies, and psychoanalyses, I also
found tedious after awhile, although
I usually like that sort of thing.

But this was too much! Not enough
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action to carry it along, and I could
not sympathise or identify really with
any of the characters. The 'sympa-
thetic' ones either had values that
clashed with mine, or did the stupid-
est damn things. '

One thing Cherryh's novels do
have, which I appreciate, is strong
female characters; nor are they
'strong' merely in contrast to stupid
males -- in other words, it's not
just 'role-reversal’.

C J Cherryh, Serpent's Reach, 1980,

Reviewed by Jean Weber.

I've never read a book of Cherryh's
that I didn't like, and this is no ex-
ception. Her recent works have
suited my taste better than the earl-
ier ones, combining a bit more action
with the psychological studies she .
sesemes to gpecialise in. Here, we
have humans on a planet whose resi-
dent intelligent iife-formis a sort of
giant ant, 7The 'hive society' of the
ants iz an excellent extrapolation from
wnat's known of ant societies on
Karth (never mind the problems of
surface-volume ration, etc; as aliens,
I felt these worked). Cherryh has a
talent for telling you what you need
to know about her aliens, when you
need to know it, and not a lot more,
0 you don't get the feeling you're
being lectured to.

The dominant human group has
made some gort of physical change
to attune them to the antlike creatures;
these humans have gene-manipulated
a second group of humans (known as
the Betas) who think they run things
but who are virtually incapable of
questioning the authority of the domin-
ant Kontrin. The Betas, in turn,
have bred the sterile, learning-tape-
programmed azi, Lots of scope for
discussions of racismhere!

As usual,. the main protagonist
is female, the: last of her line, and

~with a 'grand plan' to salvage some-

thing of value from her heritage. She
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proceeds with.cool nerve, is prepar-
ed to wait patiently for years to
achieve her goals, but can move

very quickly when occasion demands.
A damn good read.

Octav1aEButler Surviver, 1978,

Rev1ewed by Jean Weber

Alanna is a particularly strong
female character., She grew up as
a 'wild human' and knows how to
fight; she also knows when not to,
when to bide her tire and wait for
the right occasion., She is 'rescued'
by a group of Missionaries and later
taken to another planet where they
are setting up a colony. ©She is cap-
tured by the natives and lives sev-
eral years among them. She accepts
their ways, but only up to a point;
she does not allow her 'husband' to
beat her up - she fights back.
Although I liked the character of
Alanna very.much, there was much
in this book that I couldn't accept.
Perhaps a sequel will tell us that
the natlves are really just mutant
humans after alL which just might
make their ability to interbreed with
humans acceptable to me. The author Elizabeth Gould Davis, The First

is aware of this anomaly, as her Sex, Penguin 1971, .
characters discuss it quite a lot, but Reviewed by Judlth Hanna
it's still annoying.

There was also 'a certain simplic- An examination of Mediterranean
ity of writing that Jarred with me,. myth and tradition, fromCatal Huyuk
That may just be my preferences in’ where women were buried in state
style, but I almost ~ felt talked down_ "~ and men's graves insignificant,
to. This book also followed the =~  through to the Greeks and Romans, in
style - which I do like - of Mind of attempt to show the existence of a
My Mind, in which it jumps point-~ prehistoriec civilization of matriar-

of-view from one character to another chal mariners, traditions of which
and from first-person to third-person. are preserved in myth and legend,
There is a certain unnecessary repe—_'. and of which scattered artifacts re-
tition of information every now and main. Starts out well, but becomes
then which suggests that it was either tangled.
written in a different order originally, , .
or as a series of short stories that
were later strung together.

Despite thesenegative comments,
[ do recommend the book, for its
memorable main character, Alanna.

ok okok sk ook sk sk sk Rk X %

Thig gpace is left in memory of
poor planning... more reviews

follow
ok ok ok % % o ok X ok K ok % ok %
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Press, N.Y., 1976,
Reviewed by Judith Hanna.

Shows how the myth of Adam and Eve

is a patriarchal distortion of the
originally Mother -Goddess creation
tale, changed to keep wonen in their
place and to deny them their origin-
ally pre-eminent place in religion.
It goes  to detail what is known of
the worship of the Magna Mater.
Very convincing and~we11—ar‘gued.

The Descent of

- - = = —

Elaine Morgan

Reviewed by Judith Fanna.

Presents an alternative to the Des-
mond Morris/Robert Ardrey theory
that Homo sapiens ended up mostly
hairless because 'Man the Hunter'
needed to be able to sweat freely
after a brisk sprint in chase of
antelope. This is shown to be a
load of codswallop - why would the
sendentary, childminding female
lose her hair in sympathy? Why
couldh't man sweat through his hair
as does the cheetah? Instead, the
author suggests that, like other
hairless mammals with subcutane-~

ous fat layers and protuberant mara-

maries in the female, Homo s.
evolved in an aquatic or off-shore
environment. Another well-argued
and convincing work. ‘

i il R E e S A

Reviewed by Judith Hanna.

Answers the old question of, ’Well, _
if women are equal, why haven't there
been any great women artists?' The
answer; there have been women art-
ists recognised as front-rank by

their contemporaries, but their names
have not been featured in art histories.
Also, their works have often been
attributed to their fathers, brothers
or husbands, for art has traditionally
been a studio activity. Also women
have seldom been permitted to devote
themselves to art as a vocation, but
have-had to squeeze in their painting
between housekeeping, child-bearing,
and attending to the men with whom
they lived. It is only in this century
that it has been legal or respectable -
for a woman to live alone and own her
own property.. Nevertheless, there
have been Artemisia Gentileschi,
Elisabeth Viges-le Brun, Angelica
Kauffman, and others - at the fore-
front of art, but not built-up into "~ -
"Names' by the dealers and historians,
and therefore forgotten.

The White Goddess. -

Robert Graves,

Reviewed by Judith Hanna,

Another examination of myth in a
Matriarchal light. As a poet, Graves
takes the Triple Goddess, Maiden,
Mother and Hag, as his Muse. An
authority on Greek mythology, ‘he ex-
amines Greek and Celtic legend (with
sideswipes into Semitic) to retrieve
the Original Matriarchal Myth o
Mother and Divine Child (or Twins),
who fall in love w1th the Maiden and
kill each other, at summer and winter
Solstice, to be laid out by the Hag.

It makes a poetic truth, even if it works
out too neatly to be historic truth.
Some errors of fact = check out the
original sources if’ they mterest you

- but fascmatmg speculatlon

. ((More rev1ews will have to wait till

nextish, this is too long already. ))
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Greg Hills, who is standing for 1982 DUFF. Lo
In July there was a weekend conference in Canberra, organlsed by the

University, called ' Speculat1ve Fiction: the Australlan Context'",

which .

turned out to be quite good, much to my surprise and perhaps some others',
(it had sounded so bloody academic.) About 80 people attended: academics,
writers, publishers, critics and fans; most of them knew each other, so the

audience participation level was high.

I held a party at my place on Saturchy

night, and about 50 people showed up. Rather than breaking up into small
groups of friends and acquaintances, everybody was talking to everybody
else. = Marvellous! Seven people stayed on Friday night, and five on Satur-

day. The toilet kept functioning, but the oven quit.
the way of mechanical things, I tell ya. )

On the domestic front, I have
finally decided to have some small
modifications- made to my house.

It's been badly in need of painting

for a couple of years, but one ex-
cuse for putting that off has been my
plans to make these mods...well, I
finally decided it was time to quit
making excuses and Do Something.
So...I'm having a windw. relaced

by a sliding. door, a landmg put in
outside the new door, and a roof

over the patio., Then not only should
the patio be livable in summer (it's

on the west side of the house and’ gets
very hot), but one can reach the patio
from the house without going through
the laundry room and tripping over
the cat litter tray. 'The plans have

(Don't ask me why; it's

1 KINDA LIKE THE 1DER
OF LA IN 24, T MEAN,

THEN'WE GOT THE ou:smmcs
S0 WHY NOT :

FON fwb aﬁmgs [

been drawn up, and are und@rgomg 'approval! procedures by the City; and
I'm getting quotes for the work, - Should start construction in about a month,

Then the pamters
in case you've forgotten, Yanks).

I haven't been doing much fiction wrltlng lately

. all should be complete before summer (that's December,

guess it isn't real’ly

in my blood. When I 'have something to gay' it doesn‘t make much of a story,
and the rest of the tlme I'rn too eas1ly dlstracted into domg somethmg else

like this fanzine.

Speaklng of which (sneaky, wasn't it?), I'm rather pleased with the way

this issue turned out.

. anice mix, [ thlnk of articles and topics,

What do

you think? I should add the obvious, too, I suppose, since it came up once

or twice 1n ‘letters.

'.' I do welcome contributions from men, as long as they

are more or less on the topics I'm interested in covering in this zine: the
way we live (personal stories preferred although I'll consider more general
essays), how we feel about it, how we came to choose our lifestyles, what

we feel about relationships (especmlly close personal ones), how society and

its institutions/laws affécts us.

. séx and sexuality. . .love.
to the subject needn't be serlous either.

, . Approaches
. silly will do, but I do apprecia-

te a cervain level of artlculateness (and of grammar and spelling, though I

can corre&t that, of course).

You want to talk about your cat, your gold-
fish, your pet rock? Great! I'd love to hear from you.

Till next time, then.
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ART CREDITS

Sheryl Birkhead, p. 3, 24, 25, 28  John Packer, p. 22, 30 =
Richard Faulder, p. 18, 19 ~ Margaret Sanders,.- p. 29, 32.
Mlke McGann p 31 | 2t .. Julie Vaux, cover, 11, 1315

ADDRESSES OF CONTRIB UTORS

John Alderson, ‘{avelock Vic. 3465 Australla

Sheryl Blrkhead 23629 Woodfield Rd, Gaithersburg, MD 20760, USA
Richard Faulder Yanco Agricultural Research Centre, Yanco, NSW 2703,
Judith Hanna 42/6 Wyargine St, Mosman, NSW 2088, Aust. Australia
Debbie Klllop, 3/2 Maungawh u Rd, Newmarket, Auckland, New Zealand
Mike McGann, 194 Corunna Road, Petersham, NSW 2049, Australia

John Packer, 12 Charles St, Northfield South, S.A. 5085, Australia
Margaret Sanders, 3/34a Belmont Rd, Mosman, NSW 2088, Australia
Julie Vaux, 14 Zara Road, Willoughby, NSW 2068, Australia

CHf ""GES OF ADDRESS

Damien Brennan, 13 Hopetown Ave, Chatswood, NSW 2067, Australia =

Andrew Brown, 5 York Street, Prahran, Vic. 3181, Australia :

Rebecca Lesses, 18 Gray St, Cambridge, -MA 02138, USA

Linda Lounsbury, 3125 - 3rd Ave S Apt 3, Minneapolis MN55405, USA :

Jane Taubman and Gregor Whiley, 2/2a Mllner Cres Woolstonecraft NSW
206:) Austraha

I ALSO HEARD FROM

Peter Graham, Rebeccas Lesses, Joyce.Scrivner, Bruce Weston (who thinks
the Aussiecon zine was 'fabulous' and the best zine he's ever seen, but then.
he's from Western Australia so I'm not sure what his standards of compari-
son are), Sheryl Birkhead, Gerald Smith (' Your editorial ...on fAnzac Day -
was a timely reminder of the narrow mindedness of the R.S. L., coming as
it did just before their announcement that they still supported the White
Austraha pollcy Twice in one year the R, S.L. has seriously misjudged
publlc opinion and are really starting to look like fools. The situation is
more serious than that though. The earlier eplsode showed that they have
inordinate political power in the way they were able to get a law passed to
their benefit, It is not beyond the realms of possibility that they could swing
'government 1mm1grat10n policy just as ea311y .'), and Sally. Ann. Syrjala
‘(who writes about films she's seen, especially praising Australian ones; ]
- and talks about the economic necessity for
two- -income families and the infamous US
'marriage tax'; '"This means that if two
people who are married both happen to
work, they pay more on their combined
income than do two people who live together
and both work, but are not married...')
And that's about all for this issue.
~ The little cartoon fellow here shows my
e state of mind pretty well, not due to the
. materlal_I m typing, -but to .the latwness
of the hours I've been keeping. Chaeers.
L August 1981






