LIGHTNING ROUND

TAKE THE BALL AND RUN
WITHIT...

Welcome to the third num-
ber of Lightning Round, the
fanzine that asks the musicd
guestion. I'm your menial host,
Guy Himself.

But, all seriousnessaside...
It seems I'm starting to get into
the groove of thisendeavor. As
soonas| finished #2,1 began
writing thisone. (Obsessve?
Me?)

Nonetheless it just comes
spewing forth. (Unfortunate
choiceof words?)

WORKING FOR A LIVING...

| write this dionwhile ac-
companying Megan onatrip she
needed to make to attend a semi-
nar in the state caital, Lansing.
It'sabou an hou drive, so we
had to get up drt ealy to be
there for thetime they said it
would start.

Thethingis, MACIL (the
Michigan Association d Centers
for Independent Living), where
the seminar was held, runsona
phenomenon quite famili ar to
fen...FST, or Fannish Standard
Time. FST meansthey start
something between ten and
forty-five minutes after the time
listed in the program materials.
Thisistaken as amatter of
course, and no om says much
abou it.

Even so, people show up an
hou or more dter the scheduled
time, expeding the sessonto
have waited for them.
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Thiscan redly jerk my
chain, if | alow it to. Sinceit’s
Megan'sjob, nd mine, | just try
very hard to let it skim by, like
an iceboat under full sail.

A SORROWFUL DAY IN
THE NEIGHBORHOOD...
| just got word onthe radio
this morning that Fred Rogers,
the inimitable Mister Rogers of
pubic broadcasting fame (and
before that, fame onthe CBCin
Canada) died. Yea of the Jack-
pat, indeed.
| suppcese that’ s the priceyou
pay for becoming an Old Phart...
Mister Rogerswass74. He
had, acoording to theradio, a
short battle with stomad cancer.

CORRECTIONS

In my last issue, the website
addressfor the SFLovers Site
wasincorred. The wrred ad-
dress foud be;

http://mww.sflovers.org

Thiswill be rreded also in
thisiteration d The Spat.

| doapdogize...

A FEW MORE WORDS

ABOUT PENGUICON...

| did alittle morereseach
about Penguicon, the Linux
expa/sf con| mentioned last

time. The price of a membership
has gone to $40.00and s ex-
peded to be $45.00at the doar.
They may not have any member-
ships at the doar. (They're limit-
ing registrations to 1200total
due to space onsiderations, and
that may sell out before the @mn
starts.)

We're till debating whether
or nat | can (or shoud) go, and
I’ll keep you pacsted.

THE YEAR OF THE
JACKPOT

Sad news came ajain just the
other day... JohnFoyster, Aus-
tralian fan and editor of eFNAC,
died rather suddenly.

He had an inoperable brain
tumor, which had slowed him
down somewhat, acording to
reports, bu this was unexpeded.

Just before that, word came
viathe amalil li sts| subscribe to
that Harry Warner Jr., the semi-
legendary Hermit of
Hagerstown, Maryland, hed ded.
It was sid you ddn't have a
fanzine withou aHarry Warner
LoCinit.

| guessthat means that
fanzines AsWe Know Them are
dore.

Rotdler, Willi s, and naw this.
| am not encouraged.



FINDING A JOB
ISAFULL-TIME JOB
I’ve been off work on ds-

ability, but I'm feding some bet-
ter, andit’sabou timel try to
get ancther paosition.
(Trangdlation: we nedal the
money.)

Unfortunately, the way the
eoonamy is, andwith the - shall |
say - unwsual skill set | have, it’s
not exadly essy to doso. Many
jobs | have the capability to do
require, acording to the em-
ployer's advertisement, alevel of
educaion| do nd possess (An
asciate degreein Computer
Information Systems doesn’t, for
example, much qualify meto be
areporter for aweekly newspa-
per. Accordingtothem, | need a
bachelor’s degreein journalism.)

| can, and do,keep ontrying,
though...although it may bea
while.

Again, I'll kegp you pasted.

NOTED IN PASSING
Guy Lilli an, the editor of
Challenger and winner, with his

beautiful and charming wife,
Rose-Marie, of thisyea’s DUFF
trip, nawv has aweb site for his
Hugo-nominated fanzine. The
link isasfoll ows:

http://www.chall zine.com

| look forward to seang
Guy’swork up onthe web, as
well ason paper. Thismay in-
crease hisvisibility for the pur-
pose of Hugo naminations; | cer-
tainly hope so. He dowrite
good.

TAKINGITALITTLE
SLOWER

This number is, asyou can
tell, alittl e lessfreneticaly ex-
uded; other things, like Real
Life, have managed to intrudein
the time avail able for its produc-
tion.
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Still, 1 carry on,and | also
continue to write. Asl’'vesad
before, | redly dor't have an al-
ternative. | write, or | go nus.
(All right, more nutsthan | al-
ready am.) (Okay, | redizeyou
findit hard to tell the diff er-
ence... could youtrust me on
this?)

OTHER FORMS OF
WRITING

| may have mentioned this
here and there, now and then...
but I'll risk repeaing myself be-
cause we gproach Osca® time,
andit isamatter I’ ve had inter-
est in for lo, these many mill en-
nia.

| am getting bad into film-
making, something | considered
asapossble caee path thirty
yeasor so ago. With dgital
techndogy, computer power ad-
vances, andthe level of experi-
encel’ve dtained in this
“consensusredity” we cdl Life,
| think | can make something on
the cheg (important) that is also
pretty damned good. And my
primary focus at present ison
screenwriti ng.

True, it’sjust ancther form
of writing... bu screenwriting
hasits grictures, itsrequire-
ments, and its formatting neces-
sitiesthat | will attempt to ex-
plain briefly here. | also recom-
mend picking up several bodks
onthe subjed; most good ores
are available & better bodk-
stores. Titlesby Syd Field, Mi-
chad Hauge, or Willi am C. Mar-
tell would doyouwell.

Tosumup: A screenplayis
aspedally limited form of writ-
ing that tell s you what you
shoud SEE and HEAR onthe
screen. Interior mondogues, in-
adive sequences, peopletelling
other people éou their motiva-
tions... these mark the dumsy
and carelesseff orts of atyro.
Movies move one page of script
is approximately one minute of
movie screen time. Therefore, a
two-hour movie is approximately
120 ages of script, give or take
alittle.

{This page-to-minuteratiois
a rule of thumb; your mileage
may vary.}

At onetime, | had thouwght to
start putting out a fanzine dedi-
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caed to screenwriti ng; then came the satori. To
whom would | addressit? Here, though, | can
sprinkle bits and deces among the skiffy stuff,
and you can take it as youwill .

Ina"sdaling", or "spec' script, there aefive
main elements.

FADE IN: [1]
EXT. EMPIRE STATE BUILDING - DAY [2]

A MAN walks upto the buil ding carrying a duf-
fel bag. He opensthe duffel bag, pus onan ape
costume, and beginsto climb the building. Two
PASSERSBY watch, typicd jaded New Y orkers.

(3]

EDGAR [4]
Now, there's mething you dort see
every day, Chauncey. [5]

CHAUNCEY
What's that, Edgar?

[1]: Theintroductory FADE IN: andthe dosing
FADE TO BLACK: These ae the beginning and
end d your script (and, by extension, d the
movie you're writing).
[2]): A scenedesignation,also cdled a"dugline".
It shows whether the sceneis st indoors (INT.
for interior) or out (EXT. for exterior), arough
ideawhere we ae (EMPIRE STATE BUILD-
ING - need we say we'rein New York City?), and
thetime (DAY or NIGHT).
[3]: A paragraph d ACTION, written in present
tense. Remember, the adion youre describing is
happening at the moment the reader reads those
words. You orly put down what you can SEE
and HEAR in the scene. Thefirst time someone
ismentioned in a script, it is customary (but not
mandatory) to CAPITALIZE their name (MAN,
PASSERSBY).
[4]: The name of the charader whois gedking.
[5]: Theline of dialogue the charader spees.
There aetimeswhen, if it's not immediately
apparent from the context, one may add a sixth
element, cdled a"parentheticd" (or sometimes,
half-jokingly, a"wryly"). That dialogue piece
would look like the foll owing:
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NATASHA
(seductively)
Dallink, | vant to fed dose mighty moose mus-
cles against me.

Ina"spec' script (so cdled because it's written
"onspec’, or "speaulatively") al the flashy terms
film schod diredors use, like WHIP PAN, DOLLY
IN, JUMP CUT, CROSSFADE, andthe like, are
not used, na are the scenes numbered.

Youmay ask why. (Okay, so ask...) (Thank
you.) Youarethe screewriter. Unlessyoualso in-
tendto dred thismovie, and producetoo, puting in
these flashy technicd termsis nothing but distrad-
ing. A specscript goesto people who READ the
scripts; they are looking for the strength of the
STORY. If the script ever goesinto production, the
diredor's going to dowhatever he damn well
pleases, thank you very much; heisn't going to ap-
preciate aybody telling him how to do his business

The other reasonto avoid using thosetermsisto
keep from disrupting the flow of your story.

Astowhy not to number the scenes - thisis
dore by the Unit Production Manager when pan-
ning locaion shoaing. Scenesare, by andlarge, na
shat in the order they're written; if there aethreeor
four scenesin INT. JOE'S GARAGE, they will
(except in very unwsual circumstances) be scheduled
to be shat onthe sameday. This saves quite alot of
time and money, since union wages (very expensive)
won't have to be paid to set upthefirst shat, dothe
shat, tea down the ejuipment, move it to the next
locaion, set up, shod, tear down, and so on.

A coupe more notes, andthislesonisdore...
The"indwstry standard" (anatoriously flexible
thing) isto uselots of white space The general
opinionisthat pagestoo clogged with words won't
make goodmovies. (This INCLUDES description -
make it short and gdthy.)

Thelast nate - it probably isn't ready to send ou
urtil it's been rewritten so many times youre sick to
deah o it - which probably means you can't find
anything left to improve, tighten, condense, or
sharpen. After all, "WRITING ISREWRITING!"

More (probably) nextish... ulessthereis suich a
hue and cry | abandonthis out of fea for my mortal
existence
--Shredded paper packaging material!

@



LOCHIAH

1706-24 EvaRd.
Etobicoke, ON
CANADA M9C 2B2

February 27, 2003
Dea Alex:

Youcan pu out the Lightning
Roundsfast, and | can put out
thelocsjust asfast. So, hereis
my loc onthe secondisale.

We've dore our bit for fan
funds, albeit aminor one, the Ca-
nadian Unity Fan Fund, o
CUFF. {I dorit necessarily think
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CUFF isa minor fund what
abou FFANZ or GUFF? They
havenomeaningto usherein
North America.} It gave us more
than asmall look at the pdliti cs
of fan funds, enough to say that
even if we ould go for one of
the mgjor funds, and even if we
had any bading for our cendi-
dacgy, we oouldnt afford to go,
even with the funds assstance,
andwe acouldn't afford to travel
to suppat fundaising. {The
same drcumstances obtain with
us, with the addtiond charge of
Megans uncertain medical con-
dition} The barrage of criticism
that comes, nomatter what you
dowith the fund,just isn't worth
it. I'm sure the new TAFF and
DUFFwinnerswill dojust fine,

and | look forward to their trip
reports. {Asdol.}

The state of conventionsin
Detroit isasad ore...when dd
Contraption go under? {As best
as | understandit, 2002was the
last one, held at the hotel down
by Detroit Metro Airport. | was-
n't ableto go} | try to keep track
of Detroit conventions for my
conventionlist, and | list Con-
Clave, Confusion, MediaWest-
Con, Motor City Comic Con,
Michicon, PenguiCon, etc. I've
been to orly one ConClave, and
five or six ConFusions...they
aren't far away, bu they are ex-
pensive. {Motor City Comic
Conisnat a general S con, and
Michicon, if | recll corredly, is
primarily gaming. PenguCon

THE SPOT

What's going on(that | know abott)

25-27 April 2003 Corflu Badger - Fanzine cnvention - Madison, Wisconsin

2-4 May 2003

PenguiCon - SFconvention & Linuxexpo - Warren, Michigan

Web page: http://penguicon sourceforge.net

5-8 June 2003

Milwaukee Wisconsin
Web page: http://www.beadandbitonshow.com
28 Aug-1Sep 2003 Torcon |1l - the 61% World Science Fiction Convention, Toronto, Ontario,

Canada

The Stilyagi Con List

**k*k

GENERAL REFERENCE WEBSITES
http://stil yagi.org/cons

Bead & Button Expo - large bead, buton, and fashion art trade show -

An excdlent referencelist of sciencefiction conventions happening aroundthe wurtry.
The World ScienceFiction Society http://wsfs.org

The site for the unincorporated literary society that is the official sponsor of the annual Worldcon.
If youwere amember of the last Worldcon, a are amember of the next, youre amember of WSFS

The SFLovers Site

http://wwwsflovers.org

Home for a varied asortment of fan-based li nks.

The Science Fiction Resource Guide

http: //wwwsflovers.org/SFRG

An orline guide to what's avail able on the web, maintained by Chaz Boston Baden

FANAC, Inc.

http://wwwfanac.org

The brainchild of Joe Siclari, chairman of the '92 Worldcon, thisis attempting to be acompendium
of all fannish links you might need. If they dorit link to it, they might know who daes.

**k*k

If there's an event you want mentioned here, mail detailsto P. O. Box 573, Hazel Park, M1 48030-0573, or

email ajlbouchard@yahoo.com.




I've exylained abou elsewhere,
and| dont court MediaWest be-
cause it, likeConClave, isin
Lansing. Atouch over one hun-
dred kil ometers away doesn't cut
the mustard as"local" for my
taste.}

A focd poaint fanzine.. well,
you can try to put one together,
but in these fradious times, |
doult that any one pulication
could unite the dans. Not only
that, if you ddn't have what oth-
ers considered the right creden-
tials, you could be slowly
roasted over open fires. | am
making more plans for my own
fanzine, bu for the moment, |
think I'll contribute to athers, and
leave the focd paointing to ath-
ers. {Truth betold, I'mnat look-
ing to create one of the mythical
FPF's, I'mtoo busy tryingto pu
phaons on phaphas, and ggt-
ting them into the pipeline as
quicky as possble. 1'd welcome
sedng azine fromyou, andl do
appredate your locang mine.}

There sure seamsto be alot of
rich fans out there, and I'm
happy for them. I'm sure they
will continue to go to World-
cons, because they can. My first
Worldconwas ChiconlV in
1982,and aff ording it was no
problem. We bought some
American money, got our airline
tickets, and we had a grea time.
Even getting to the west coast
for two weeks to tour the San
Diego area amdthengoto L.A.
conll in 1984was no swed. Our
salaries have gone up alittl e, the
aff ordability of the US dadllar
was
gone way down, and getting to
Worldcon hes been alot tougher
to afford. We're saving like
crazy to go to Torcon, fer Chris-
sakes... Yvonre and | have made
the dedsion that Bostonwill be
our last Worldcon. {It looks like
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that will obtain for us aswell;
unlessthe Columbus comrittee
pulls off a miracle for '07}
When you consider that World-
conwill bein Britainin 2005,
probably the west coast in 2006,
probably Japanin 2007and
probably Australiain 2010,two
pay cheques just will nat stretch
that far. The 2007racewill be
interesting though.. goodthing
everyone gets one vote. Japan vs.
Columbus will pit therich
SMOFSagainst the poarer eve-
ryday fans, and whil e Japan may
be apopuar favorite, Columbus
may get agood pation d the
North American vote, and could
pull it off. Columbuswe can
drive to. {Socanwe.} Japan and
other far-off placeswill require a
lottery win. Don't get me wrong,
| think it's grea that the rest of
the world is participating more
and more in making the World-
con atrue world convention, bu
| just wish there wasn't so much
geography in the way. Andthen,
of course, I'm nat saying any-
thing abou crossborder seaurity
| wouldn't want the staunch De-
fenders of the Homeland to read.
{All things considered, aWise
Move}

No president that | can think
of, Repubican or Democrat,
would dare to take money away
from the milit ary because of
heavy lobby, heavy vote suppat
from stateswho have industrial
defense plants, the paranoia of
the American government abou
the rest of the world (even pre-
9/11), and many other reasons |
can't think of off-hand. The
American milit ary may naot run
the courtry, bu it does make the
government jump through hooys
to ensureit getsthe fundng it
wants. {l think it's more that
President Strub and fs han-
dlers dont givea flying flapda-
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dle abou the rest of the world;
ignaranceand paochialism,
rather than paanda. Andthe
milit ary has gatten reductionsin
recent memory; it may only have
amourted to areductionin the
rate of increase of the defense
budget, bu it was a reduction.
Howeve, Rumsfeld daesn't want
people to think he'sawimp ary
more than Shub hmself does, so
he talks tough, and thhes out
the moneywith atwo-inch fire-
hose.}

The etire Wdch family went
to Ditto, bu | have head few
reports abou the wnventionit-
self, or any spedfics, such asthe
con suite, programming, etc. |
did hea that people liked the
fad the con badges were dl
unique with a different bit of fan
art onead ore. (That was abou
all the contribution | could make
the con) | hopeto read some re-
ports abou the wn soon; |
wouldn't want it to be glossed
over as unremarkable. {I'd like
that myself. Henry?}
{Addendum, 17Mar 03: Re-
cevad TKK #98today; there
are LoC's referring to the Welch
trip to Toronto; | must have
missd it. My bad}

And I'm well i nto the second
page, so | guessl will foldit up
and get it in the email to you.
I'm doing this at work between
jobs, soit'll be waiting for you
long before | get home. Take
cae, many thanks, and dease do
keep them coming. {I can bu
try. Andtharksfor paying aten-
tion}

Yours, LIoyd Penney.

Henry Welch
1625 16h Stred
Grafton WI 530242017

States and hands. Michigan LP,
Michigan UP, Wisconsin, ...



{Hadnt though abou Wiscon-
sin. | knewthe UP & the LP..}
Youforget that the Atlantic end
of the Panama Canal is west of
the Padfic endin your geo-
graphicd anomalies.
{That'sone | hadrit known
abou. I'll addit to thefile.
Tharks.}

Until next issue...

Henry L. Welch

Editor, The Knarley Knews
welch@msoe.edu
http://www.msoe.eduw/~welch/
tkk.html

Responses can be sent to:
ajlbouchard@yahoo.com
or to
P.O.Box 573
Hazd Park M| 480300573
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A FEW NOTESFOR THE END...
A brief listing of fanzinesreceved...

Nonstop Fun isHard on the Heart #6, from dwain Kaiser, P.O. Box 1074
Claremont CA 917121074 Interesting Alan White cver, and reminiscences
of BrucePelz. Funitis, indee.

The Knarley Knews#98 from Henry “Knarley” Welch, 1525 16h Ave.,
Grafton W1 530242017. Discusdons of ca hedth, house remodeling, youth
hockey, responses to Rodney Leighton’s comments on not reading a fanzine
all the way through, and Sue Welch's acount of the headwaters of the Nilein
Kenya. Alwaysapleasure.

The Zine Dump, from Guy H. Lillian Il , P.O. Box 53092New Orleans, LA
70153 Guy’s glit-off from Challenger, trying to keep his fanzine reviews
current without the extreme expense of putting out a full i ssue of Challenger
itself eadh time.

Vanamonde, from John Hertz, 236 S. Coronado St. No. 409, L.A. CA
90057 Severa isaues of John's APAzine for APA-L, the weekly distribution
from Los Angeles. Even if you haven’t read the other APAzines which he
comments on, it’s readable, entertaining, and worth the time.

Wassmatta U., from Randy Byers, 1013N. 36", Seatle WA 981(B. A
sampling of his fanwriting from over time, issued in suppart of his TAFF bid,
which he subsequently won. A goodreal.

And so, that seemsto beit for thisinstallment. Hi, ho, and away we go... See
you next time with a brand new show!
@

Art thisisue
Willi am Rotsler




