5 .ﬂ QE #L (”\m rlca"' Finest Amateur Puol:x.catlon, Re- ¥
= tJ savdlens of fAategory”) io made W Gcxy Daindor-

PR 0T=
fery 40 Atterbury Avenue, Trenton, N, J. 03613,

to e sent out as a rider with Focal Point ("Americals Amateur Publlcatlon“).
Fan~N01s has been hyphenated for your pronouncing conveniences

"TERRY CARR FOR TAFFi!" == This Terry Carr fellow has been one of our best fans
and peoplée for many yeéars now, He hag published such magazines as DARK STAR
and TROLL CHOUDJR, he is an exmenber of Cult, and he har had materisl in
Charles Lee Riddle!'s PEON., Why shouldn't we send hin over and give him the
trip of his 1life? I can't think of a reason., Vote Terry Carr for TAFI?

SOMETHING FOR REDD BOGGS' -~ I went down to the local stationery store again
last weelty "I'1l have a qulre of A B Diclt Legalength stencils with film h
covers,' I caid, :
The countermsn is a little rolypoly fellow with a crewcut that grows in
unsightly patehes, He is the guy who usually waitz on mes I call him
Stewhead,-or semetimes Bruchhead, "A B Dick Legalength stencile?" he asked,
"A quire? With £ilm covers?"
Wes! Thatls right!" I said, I wac getting nighty iupatient,
+He rcached up on a shelf behind him, VHere you are, sir, One quire
A°B Dick Legalength stencils with film covers,' He wrapped them up for rie,
A minute later I was oul on the street with my-stencils under my axn,
thinldng what & juicy new chapter this incident would make in the Stewhsad
Report. What a stupid guy! Redd Boggs will sure get a kiclt'out of hearing ,
about this, I said to myself, : : =4

PRO DEPTe =~ Lo¥cly young Flora Fauna, femmefan, reports that she hés-just
s50ld her body to the Belmont Hotel in New Yorlt City. "I'1l be charging $5
straight, #8 French,'" says Flora, Congratulatlons!

RECURR:ZNT THEME SYMBOLS IN THE SCIUNCZ FICTION OF HENRY SLESAR, PART ONE =-- I
propose in this series of critical articles to examine '"recurrent theme |
symbols" in the science fiction of Henry Slesar. I have found these thene
symbols to recur, again and again in Slesar!s work--=gpo insistently, in fact,
that I like to think of them as being recurrent. I consider them theme
symbols bpecause I have discovered them to pactake of the gqualities not: only
of thﬂvthcue, per se, but also of the °yubol.

But firet ?hlngs firste

I would seem to stand alone in conelderlng Henry Sl-sar an 1mportant--—
nay, a seminal=---influence in the science fiction of the past fifteen years.
At 1easE nobody has ever agrecd with me about thiss

Probably that is why I an writing this series of artidles instead of
somebody elses But letld not be sidetracked by unimportant considerations.

The flrst of these theme sypbols I call machine consciousness., Slemsar,
or, rather, Slesar, deals with tLis machine consciousness in a light, hu-
morous nanners--though with the familiar profound coating==--in "Phe Success
Machine! (AIAZING STORIES, September 1957). This story .deals with the Per-
sonnelvac, a machine whose job it is to evaluate enployece performance and
to recommend separati:g the employee frou the organization (lknown as General
Products) where this would azppear to be in the best interests of the organi-
zatione

The Personneclvac---with a most anusing manner of b plng out its Judge-
nents on printed cards (but, then, physical humor like burping and throwing
up and falling down-has alwaye been iy favorite kind!)=--begins coughing up
' recomuiendations that nearly everybody connected with the organization be
fireds What a deveclopment! Honeftly, with all that burping, I laughed and
laughed and laughed!

But let's return to the real matter at or on hand.
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Things have reached a pretty pass, I want to bell yoml Thon a gentleman
named Colihan is strucl: with a most ingenious solution to this problem of a
power nad machine. He males out an euployee record on the Persomnelvac it
and he feeds this information to the iiachine, After a period for rumination;
the Personnelvac digests this infornation on itself and coughs up a judge— 2
ment, to wit:

Neesbecause of a mechanistic approach to humanistic evéluation, subject
displays inability to incorporate human equation in analytical com=-
putationy rcsulting in tcchnically accurate but humanistically incor-
rect deductions,

Recomnendationsg Flrg Thim, i

Colihan dropped the pink card into the chute, In half an hour, the ;
Action wheels of General Products concluded thei r worl amd the
Personnelyac had winked for the last time,

Well, there certainly arc soule important and deep 1ésueu rais2d, by this
story, aren't there? Henry Slesar posits a number of gqu-stions, sone of
then perhaps capable of many answers, The human equation, #h, yes, the’
human equation! Just what 1s it, how can it be recolved? asls Slesare What
is a machine? I\Mhat is machine consclousness? Is there a future for the
machine or will man supercede it? Is nan a machine? Is a machine a man?
What does "winked for the last time! mean? -Could it be a nigprint for some=-
thing cven nmore interesting? What do theymalke at General Products? |

One is souchow reminded of the issues raised by such stories as Karl
Capek'!s RUR and the Asinov robot series, ©One also realizes that these
writers have nothing on Slesgrs : J e,

Well, what about thes: questions? Henry Slesar characteristically has
chosen not to propose glib answers to thems I can do no lesse I propose
to examine other of these recurrent theme symbols (as I call them) of Slesar
dn-future-instcllnentse E-will also nane other Slesar stories where this-
matter of machine ‘consciousness is raised, showing how he rings i prescive "’
and telling changes on this importont problem which we :aill have to soive.

“ Our very survival may-wéll depend umpon it,

~--Continued 1n next
1ssue. ' -
) t ¢
BAD GUY =~ There is a Bad Guy in fandom and I have been watchlng himeg I
want to warn this Bad Guy right now that I will hurt him if he acts'upl I .
anl sorry to have to 1n3ect this ominous note into my magazine ;. but sometisies:
a percon has got to speak out! e L

JUST FREEZE ME ~- Th“t ie my awfully clever title lédding off a few qulck
rcomrients on. the new process of human being freezing that hac been getting
soné publicity of lates I have heard the force behind the didea, Robert . ,uc
Ettingeér, along-with ¥Fred Pobl and others, diccussing the whole thing at 1~
great length on the all-night Randi show on WOR radio in NYC, I must raise..
the samcobjection that Lester del Rey mentioned recently (on a television
show, come to thinlk of it), He pointed out thes fact that as things are set
Wp now, the plan is to freeze people after they have died. This makes ab=-
solutely no sense, of course, Brain cells d:teriorate immediately upon death
and they are mnot: rettorable, Pohl, EBt.inger & Co., would seem to blithely
ignore ‘this''basic problem, and continme to:.insist that "human beings must
be frozen!"" And that~is all these gentleman will saye. They would seem in-:
tent on freezing souls with brains quite ruined by the time  their bodies have
been frozen (and quitea long process at dhat, during which time the cells
continue to deteriorate), to be awakened at a later time when men will have the
presumed intention and desire of reeducating a body with a mass ‘of ruined
sludge inside its skull.

Straighten up therc, you guys! Think this out! I insist! ———pdy



